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INTRODUCTION. 



At a time when the eyes of all mankind 
are anxiously directed towards Spain^ as 
the country from whence we hope, under 
Providence, that ^ ^^deliverance of the 
continent of £iiitf6pe frotti the opprobrious 
tyranny of a Co'rsuiah isui^r/iAay even- 
tually arise; it caji., require *fip^ ^.pology 
for presenting to tfie'F4(>3|p.4^^w edition 
of a work, whidi ^ive^f it j&f the Spanish 
people, sovereigrii ' and "liatSott, as they 
existed about one hundred and thirty 
years ago. How much the work itself 
was admired when it first appeared, and 
how eagerly every succeeding edition has 
been read, even through the medium of 
a translation, is best evinced by the cir- 
cumstance of the present edition being 
the el&oentK which has appeared in the 
VOL. I. a 
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ii INTRODUCTION- 

English language. The anecdotes, parti* 
culars, and curious facts of a thousand 
kinds^ contained in Madame d'Aunoy's 
ILetters, are so numerous, entertaining^ 
^nd characteristic, as to transport the 
•^reader along with Jier into the heart of 
Castile, and to place him in some mea- 
gre nfMiAdrid. That some of the stori^ 
here relate, may appear tnaryellous and 
romantic, Cannot be denied: but sue- 
eeisding writers and trayellers, who visited 
Spain under the reign of Charles the Se-« 
cond 'J3&: diVti$tri^,\ h^'^l c^firiried almost 
every pattitulkr^, 'dteijf iptive of the nar 
tiohal m^^w9rs;: ^^h^'l^istoricfkl facts are 
kbown to bp'jpi^f€5^^530fiso»ant to truth ; 
and the maottef of Aarraiting tfaqm^ adds 
to them aa infinite charms 

Maria Cath^riaie Jumelle de BerneviUe, 
who.was manied to the Count d^Aunoy, 
about the year 1672; from ber births 
taxiky and connexions, possessed' great, as 
wdl as rare facilities of miogliDg in tber 
highest circles, during her residence at 
Madrid. She was £6rttoate ia seeing it 
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INTRODUCTION^ ifl 

at a indment when the arrival of the 
young dueen of Spain in the capital of 
her new dominions^ diffused a degree of 
festivity over that- gloomy^ fbmmt, and 
melancholy court, enslaved to Etiquette* 
In 1679* when these Letters were prin- 
cipally written, Charles the Second, King 
of Spain, was scarcely nineteen years of 
age. He remained the sole survivor of a 
numerous family of sons, who were bom 
to Philip the Fourth by his different mar- 
riages. Of a feeble and weakly constitu- 
tion, his whole life, from the cradle to 
the grave, might be termed a perpetual 
malady. The formation of his mind was, 
if possible, still more infirm* than that of 
his body; and he was educated by the 
Queen- regent, his mother, in such extreme 
Ignorance, that he neither knew the ex- 
tent, nor even the names, of many cities 
and provinces, that composed the Spanish 
monarchy. As he nevertheless displayed, 
-when about fifteen years of age, some 
sparks of intellect and of energy, it has 
been asserted that his mother, in order to 
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perpetuate her own power, and her son's 
nonage or incapacity, had recourse to the 
horrid expedient of. causing* pernicious 
drugs to be mixed with his chocolate ; the-: 
effect of which tended to debilitate his 
understanding. He died without issu$, 
though twice married, at the age of 
thirty-nine, in the year 1700; having 
called to the succession Philip, Duke of 
Anjou, Grandson of Louis the Four- 
teenth; afterwards Philip the Fifth.' 

Maria Louisa of Orleans, his wife, of 
whom so much mention is here made, 
I was the daughter of Philip of France, 
Duke of Orleans, youngest son .of Louis- 
the Thirteenth. Her mother, a Princess of 
England, the accomplished Henrietta, sis- 
ter of Charles the Second, and of James 
the Second, expired, as is well known, at 
St. Cloud, in 1 670. It is singular that both 
the mother and the daughter were alike 
supposed to have died by the effects of 
poison* Henrietta's death has been attri- 
buted to unnatural means^ by almost 
every contemporary writer; ^nd when 
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INTRODUCTION. V 

we consider the circumstances of her 
end, the fact can scarcely admit of a 
doubt. It is much more problema- 
tical, whether ' the Queen of Spain, 
her daughter, expired by the same 
means. Voltaire disputes, and denies 
it j though his incredulity on those 
points, as n well as on many others^ 
renders his authority exceedingly ques- 
tionable. She was an elegant, virtuous, 
and accomplished Princess j but the per- 
petual contest /or influence over the King, 
which subsisted between her and her 
mother-in-law>. the dueen- dowager, em^ 
;bittered, if it did not abbreviate her life. 
JBy her husband she n^ver had any issue ; 
iand she died very young, in 168^, after 
haying been married to Charles the Se- 
cond more than nine, years. It is cerr- 
.tain that her illness was extremely short; 
and the immediate cause of her death was 
asserted to have! been the eating an eel- 
pye. This. story, whether well founded 
or not, is to be found in various French 
.Mewoir&of that period. Nina, and Za- 
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rl ^ niTRODUCTION. 

pata, two of her female , attendants, who 
tasted of the same pye^ died very shortly 
after the Queen. 

The diieen-dowager of Spain, widow 
of Philip the Fourth, was an Austrian 
!Princess, daughter of the Emperor Ferdi- 
nand the Third. She governed Spain 
during the greater part of the time of her 
son's minoruy ; tZt JT^T !!H?r iocapacity 
to conduct public affairs, added to her 
bigotry, brought the Spanish monarchy 
to the very edge of bankruptcy, and even 
of subversfon. Don John of Austria, the 
second of that name, which is so illustri- 
ous in this Spanish annals, was a natural son 
of Philip the Fourth, Though inferior in 
fame to the first Bon John, who vanquished 
the Tui^ at Lepanto, he possessed many 
great qualities and talents, which might 
have been eminently useful to the state,, 
if the influence of the Queea-mothet over 
her son had not impeded their operation^ 
Don John di^ ia 1679>. while Madame 
d*Aunoy was. at Madrid; and his loss 
was deeply felt by Spain. He was in* 
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&ct the last Prince of that illustrious 
Bne> who manifested either ability, or 
energy of mind. 

Few particulars are transmitted to u*- 
Inspecting the Countess d'Aunoy, after 
her return from Spain : but she composed 
many other works of entertainment and 
information. She died in France^ in> 
1705. 

September^ 1808* 
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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 

IN 

1774, 



The Lady's Travels iato Spain has 
been always esteemed a very faithful aS' 
well as agreeaUe relation oi the nsannem 
and customs of that coantry^ nor. has^ 
io^ author, who has since written upon 
the same subject, rendered thd Letters of 
the Countess^ d' Annoy, less^ valuable Oi 
entertaining. The manner in which she 
has chosen to oonvey her sditmients is> 
uncommonly pleasing: Ae delivers. tfag 
3trictest histories^ ^nitfas; in: short ^ndv 
sprightly narratives, which partakersomcK 
thing of the lur of novel and romance, l^ii- 
wali ptirtty owing tO/ the Author's oboic^ 
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x editor's preface, 

and partly resulting from the genius of 
the Spaniards themselves, who breathe 
the very spirit of love and gallantry, and 
whose manner of living and conversing is 
different from the rest of Europe. 

Other travellers in this country have 
justly lamented the want of sufficient ac- 
quaintance with 'Such of the natives as 
were capable to give them information 
necessary to authenticate a history of the 
manners of a great people. In this re- 
spect it must be confessed that the 
Countess d'Aimoy boasts superior ad- 
vantages. A woman of quality herself, 
she was nearly allied; to a L4ady who 
had mamed a Grandee of Spain,., and 
whX) intrbdufced her to the first nobility 
©f the kingdom.: 

Her observationftbear ttte g^ni^j^ stamp 
of truth and candour^*:, &bQ eoqatpine^ ev^ry 
<iiing . with. > pbilosophicQ.1 exactness : . she 
is no'd«pe.ito het /owa prejudices; and 
is werim ber.giiafid ,agaiii}£tt the prepps- 
fte$is^ons^of otheds^ir; S^^ c^a^t^nX r^iiexit>n 
irpon what ^he &^\y saiwjaD4 'h^rd^ ^ 
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editor's preface. xi 

became perfectly well qualified. to de- 
scribe with accuracy the follies ^nd ac- 
complishments, the vices and virtuel^, ,ti£ 
a people amongst whom she resided se- 
veral years/ • > 
It may be objected by some, that the 
manners of the Spanish nation are now 
considerably altered, and that the Kings 
of the Bourbon raoe have introduced a 
love for French laws, and French fanbies; 
and that an.aversion. to the old fashions 
and customs of jCasliie and Arra^n has 
followed of coursfe/: '. ' ■ \ 
^ The learned.and' ingenjiotis Mr. Baretti 
:has indefed.in his Travels through Spaia 
;drawn the. cbiar^lcter^trf iaimodei^ii Spa? 
jdiard.iiotmuch'uxUiil^ th^t of a. French* 
tnaaor an ItaHan: :hel(}^f3 i^idelyr^from 
all travellers who Jb^ve, ev^r Wrijtt6n; upot« 
Spanish -mawicj5s,\ fior jhe; seeips; to^.r^^jet 
Ihat r.which; has^ evisr . been thi^ .>ohfttact 
. 4£TOtic.6fth^ri^tiQnrrTagi?ave *i>drd0^ 
deportment. ; j ; • ; ; 
. Mr. Clait; who has written very lately 
isome letters upon the samei sul^ect, asserts 
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xii editor's PEEFACir. 

the contrary^ and girea several instaneei 
of the prevalence of national habit among 
the Spaniards. 

The Countess d' Aunoy relates a ridi-- 
culoas' story of a jiying Spaniard be- 
queathing to his children his gravity by 
way of legacy: at the same time she 
confesses that this solemn behaviour is^ 
only a thin veil to cover tlie highest 
relish for wit and humour, mirth and' 
pleasantry; for when that disguise is 
thvown aside, no people upon ewrth am 
so lively as the Spaniards. 

Mr. Baretti, judicious as he b- in manjr 
oC his <di>9er?ations, forg^ tbathardatai 
a well-known story which furnishes us 
with strong and' undoubted proof that 
Spain. is^ far from having thrown c^ bcr 
«ati<^nal habits. In his third volume he 
ittibraii us, *^ that - not abwo seven or 
^ght years since there was a great and 
alarming insttrf ection in Madrid, ooca^ 
sioned by an injudicious enforcing of 
French fashions. The inhabitants of that 
^ty were obstinatdy detecmined to wear. 
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EDITOR'S PREFACR Xui 

the Spapish cloke aii4 lotig.0word in spite 
of a royal edict te the contrary/' 

The King ws* oUig^ to yield to th* 
universal cry of hip people ^ and ki^ fa* 
vourite minister, the Marquis of Squillace^ 
was forced to save him^lf from popiilar 
fury by flighty so difficult it is to erar 
dicate what , practice has long est;ar 
blished. 

It cannot be doubted but that by de* 
grees tiie ulSSnors of any nation raay 
receive some considerable change; hn% 
while old laws preserve their iorce, ana 
€4d customs Me not totally abolished, the 
chm*acter of a people will temain ittnck 
the same. ^ 

Besides^' %>ain, for olwioos reasons^ 
will in all (irababiHty retain her natioiiali 
peculiarities for a long time, A l^aniairdi 
from a conceited opinion of the supet ^ 
riority of his own country to^ aU others^ 
sddom or never travels abroad: the ba^ 
roads andf wiietched mna throughout aQ 
the provinces^ of a large kingdom are 
sufficient to keep foreigners from^ visking^ 
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x\v * Editor's preface. ^ 

it. T- These and many other inconve* 
niences have absolutely excluded Spain 
from the general rov^e of Europe; and it 
is not imj^rdbable . that the manners of 
4;his romantic people in a century to 
come, will not be found very diflFerent 
from the faithful picture given of them by 
the Cpuntess d'Aunoy . above seventy 
years ago. 

■ This edition of the Lady's Travels haa 
been carefully revised; maiiy obsolete 
terins have been thrown out> and others 
more familiar adopted;^ the! idiom ia 
Yxiany places wa& faulty, and almost en* 
tirely 'Fr«ich. . This, enjor. hasi been *i- 
mended, and the language is no^wren^ 
dered mora, accurate as ^e\l as: mk>re 
modem* . The Spanish words tdo, are,.k 
is hoped, generally restored to th^ir eight 
orthography. 

/ As a fiirtber improvement of this work. 
1 have; borrowed some useful me^tter from 
Mr.JBaretti's Travels into Sp^i^. . 

The nianner of Jiving of: his present 
CathoUc Majesty, wJwcb is veiy curiaosj 
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an account of the Spanish ministers, and 
other great officers of the court of Spain ; 
a humourous and lively description of the 
"Celebrated dance called the Fandango; 
a sketch of a new amphitheatre, planned 
and erected by Count D'Aranda for 
masquerades in carnival time; together 
with instructions how to travel in Spain; 
and an accurate computation of the roads 
in that country, are all written by 
Mr. Baretti, 

I have restored a short preface^ of the 
Author, which gives us at once a strong 
proof of her modesty and strict regard to 
truth, and which, I know not for what 
reasons, has been omitted in the last nine 
editions of the book. 

T, D. 
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THE 

AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 



It is not sufficient to write things true, 
bat they mqst likewise seem probable, to 
gain belief. Thii^ has s<Nne time so pre* 
vailed with- me, as to make me thitik of ' 
retrenching from my relation the strange 
stories you will find thwein. But I have 
bew withheld from doing this, by persons 
of the greatest sense and merit; and this 
too has made me conclutle that I cannot 
60 amiss in following their judgements. 

I do not doubt but there will be some, 
who will accuse me of hyperbolizing, and 
composing romances; but such would do 
well to acquaint themselves first with the 
country, humour, and character of those 
whom 1 treat. A fact must not be pre- 
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sently condemned as false, because it is 
not publicly known, or njay not hit every 
man's fancy. I cite no feigned names,' 
no persons whose death may give me 
the liberty of attributing what I please to 
them. % ' ' J 

In a word — I write nothing but what 
I havq seen or heard irom persons of un- 
questionable credit; and therefore shall 
conclude with assuring you, that you 
have here no .novel, or story, devised at 
pieasure; but a^i exact a^nd most true 
account of what 1 met with in my tra- 
vels. 
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SPAIN. 



LETTER I. 

Seeino you are so earnest with me to let you 
know all my adventm'es and whatsoever' I 
have observed during my travels, you must 
therefore be contented, my dear cousin, to 
bear vnth a great many trifling occurrences, 
before you can meet with what will please 
you : I know your fancy is so nice and deli- 
cate, that none but extraordinary accidents 
can entertain you; and I wish I had no others 
to relate : but recounting things faithfuUy, as 
they have happened, you must be contented 
therewith. 

I gave you an account in my last, of wha^ 
I met with as far as Bayonne : you know tkiji^ 

VOL. L B 
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2 LETTERS FROM SPAIN. 

is a town in France, frontier to Spain, washed 
by the rivers Dadour and Nivelle, which jqia 
together; and the sea comes up to them. The 
port and trade afe coAl;id\aiuble : I came from 
Dax by water, and observed that the boatmen, 
of Adour have the saik^e custom as those of 
Carrone; Which is to Sa}^, that in passing by 
one another, they set up a hollowing; and they 
had rather lose their wages than to forbear 
these shoutings, althofigfa exceeding veicatious 
to those who are not used to them. There are 
two castles strong enough to defend the town, 
and there are about it several pleasant walks. 

At 'my arrival tbere^ I entreated the Baron 
de Castlenau, who had accompanied 'me-from 
Dax, to bring me ac^iiainted witfhsome'womnen^ 
with whom I might spend my tiide with less 
impatience, till the litters came, which yrexb 
to be stent to me iVom St Sebastian. 

He readily complied with my request : for 
bein^ a person of quality and worth, he is mnch 
esteemed at Baydnne. He failed not the next 
xnartii% to bring several ladies to visit itie« 

These Women begin here to feel the 
scorching heats of the sun: their complejcton 
i^ durk ;, their eyes sparkling; they are cfaardiing 
enough; their wits are isharp; «md I couM give 
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yoQ a further account of their capachiet, could 
I have better understood what they said ; not 
but that they could all speak French, yet with 
such a different dialect, as surpast n>y under* 
standing. 

Some who camfe to see me, brought little 
sucking-pigs under their arms, as we do little 
dogs : it is true they were very spruce, and 
several of them had collars of ribbons, of va« 
rious colours : however, this custom lodks verjr 
odd, and I cannot but think that sevend among 
themselves are disgusted at it: when they 
danced, they must set them down, and let 
these grunting animals run about the chamber, 
where they made a very pleasant harmony. 
. These ladies danced at my intreaty, the Baron 
of Castlenau having sent for pipes and tabors* 

The gentlemen who attended the ladies^ 
lock each of them her whom he had brought 
with him, and the dance began in a round, 
all holding hands : they had afterwards long 
canes brought them, and then each spark 
taking hold of the lady's handkerchief, which 
separated them from one another, moved very 
gracefully at the sound of this martial sort of 
music, which inspired them with such heat 
that they seemed not to be able to moderate it 

B 2 
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This seemed to me to resemble the Pytric 
danoe so much celebrated by the ancients; for 
these gentlemen and ladies made so m^uy 
turns, frisks, and capers, their canes being 
thrown up into the air, and dexterously caught 
again, that it is impossible to describe their art 
and agility; and I had a great deal of pleasure 
in seeing them. But I thought it lasted too long, 
and I began to grow weary of this ill-ordered 
ball ; when the Baron de Castleneau, who per- 
ceived it, caused several baskets of dried fruit 
to be brought ip. The Jews who passed for Por- 
tuguese,. and dwell at Bayonne, transport them 
from Genoa, and furnish all the country with 
them. We wanted not for lemonade, and 
other refjreshing waters, of which these ladies 
drank heaitily ; and so the . entertainment 
ended* 

I was cirried the next morning to see the 
synagogue of the Jews, in the suburb of the 
Holy Spirit, but met with nothing remarkable 
there. Monsieur de St.Pe, the King*s lieu- 
tenant, who came to see me, though much 
troubled with the gout, invited me to dine at 
bis house, where I was most deliciously enter- 
tained ; for this is a country abounding with 
good cheer, and at cheap rates. 4 found here 
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women of quality, that were very handsome, 
whom he had invited to bear me company. 
The «ight of the castle which faces the river, 
is very pleasant, and has always a good gar- 
rison in it. 

At my return to my lodging, I was sur- 
prised to find several pieces of linen, which 
were brought to me from the ladies who came 
to see me, with baskets full of dried sweet- 
meats. This treatment seemed to me very 
obliging, to a lady whom they had not known 
above four or five days. But I must not for- 
get to tell you, there is not any finer linen in 
the world than that which is made in this 
country, some of which is open like net- 
work, and the threads of it finer than hair; 
and I remember, that travelling through the 
villages of Bourdeaux, which may be rather 
called deserts, the poor peasants living so 
wretchedly ; yet I found among them a^ neat 
napkins as those used amongst people of qua- 
lity at Paris. ' 

I failed not to send these ladies such little 
presents which I thought might please them: 
I perceived 'they were great admirers of ribr 
boDs, and wore a great many on their heads 
and ears, which made me send them a great 
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6 LETTERS FROM SPAIN. 

many; to which I added several fans: and 
^ey, by way of return, presented me with 
gloves, and thread stockings, most delicately 
knit. 

In sending them to me, they desired me to 
go to the next chapel, which was not far 
from my quarters, where they intended to re* 
gale me with the best music the town would 
atford : but though they have very good voices, 
yet there is no great pleasure in bearing 
them, because they want both air and skill. 

The litters which I expected from Spain 
being come, I prepared for my departure; 
but I never met any thing dearer than these 
sort of equipages ; for each litter has a mas* 
ter that accompanies it, who keeps the gra- 
vity of a Roman senator, being mounted oa 
a mule, and his man on another, with which 
they release sometimes those that carry 4;hc 
litter. I had two : I took the greatest for my- 
self aud my child, and had besides four mules 
for my servants, and two others for my bag- 
gage : to conduct them^^ there were other two 
masters and two men. You see what charge 
one is at, to go to Madrid, seeing you must 
pay not only for their attendance on you for- 
war^s^ but the same price for their return 
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back : however, we mu&t submit to their cus« 
tQms^ and suffer oiirsely6& to be peeled by 
thenp. 

I found at Bayonne several Turks and 
Moorsy and I think a worse sort of people, 
and these are custom-house men. I had caused 
my trunl^s to be weighed at Paris, that I might 
have the less to do with these sort of people; 
but they were more subtle, or, to speak better, 
more obstinate than I ; so that I was forced 
to give them whatsoever they demanded. 
I^rcely .was I got clear from them, when the 
drums, trumpets, pipes, and violins of the 
town, came thundering upon me: they fol- 
lowed me further than St. Anthony's gate, 
through which you pass for Spain through 
Biscay: they played each of them in their 
way, and altogether without any harmony, 
which was enough to drive any one out of 
their senses: I ordered some money to be 
given them, upon which they left persecuting 
me. As soon as we had left Bayonne, we en- 
tered into a large barren heath, where we saw 
nothing but chesnut«trees ; but we afterwards 
passed along by the sea, whose sand makes 
a delightfnl way, and a pleasant prospect* 

We arrived in good time ^t St. John ^e Luz*; 
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nothing can be pleasant^r than this borough^ 
which is the greatest in France, and the best 
built. There are several smaller cities : its port 
lies between two mountains, which nature 
seems to have expressly placed to defend it 
from storms; the river Nivelle disgorges itself 
therein; the sea comes up very high in it; 
and the greatest barks come up commodiousljr 
to the key. The seamen here are very skilM 
at catching whales and other large fish. We 
were here very well entertained, so that our 
tables were covered with all sorts of vyild-fowl, 
but our beds were not answerable, being stuck 
with'feathers whose pinions ran into our sides, 
and we wanted quilts to lay on the top of 
them : I thought when we were to pay, that 
I should have a large reckoning, but they 
only demanded of me half a louia-d'or, for 
what would have co^t more than five pistoles 
at Paris. The situation of St. John de Luz is 
extremely agreeable. 

In the most spacious part of the town yoa 
see here a very fine church built after the 
modern fashion ; and here is a passage over the 
river Nivelle, on a wooden bridge of great 
length. Here are toll-gatherers, who make 
you pay for every thing you carry with you^ 
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not excepting yaur clothes : this tax is. de*, 
manded at their pleasure; and it is excessive 
on strangers. I was weary with speaking 
French to. them, and protesting I was no 
Spaniard ; they feigning not to understand 
xne, and sneering in my face: and wrapping 
up their heads in their hooded gowns, th^y 
seemed to me to be thieves, disguised in ca* 
puchins: in short, they taxed me eighteen 
crowns, and would persuade me they used me 
well, though I found the contrary. But I have 
already told you, dear cousin^ that when you 
travel this country, you must stock yourself 
^ith patience, and good store of money. 

I saw the castle of Artois, which .seems a 
strong place; and a little further Orognes, 
where the.Biscayan is spoken, without either 
French or Spanish. I designed to lye at Irun, 
which is but three leagues distant from St. John> 
de Luz*, and. I had set out that afternoon, but 
the dispute which we ha<j[ with the watch on 
the bridge, the difficulty we had in passing the 
mountains of Beotia^ and the ill weather, joined' 
to other httle difficulties which happened, were 
the cause that it was night before we arrived 
on the borders of the river fiidassoa, which 
separates France from Spain. I observed along 
B 5 
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the way from Bayonne thither, little carriages, 
on which they transport every thing; which 
having two iron wheels, and the noi&e they 
make is so great, that they are heard a mile o#, 
when there are many of them together, which 
often happen; for you may i&eet with sixty or 
seventy at a time : they are drawn by oxen. 
I have seen the same in the villages of Bour» 
deaux, and especially on the side of Dax. 

The river of Bidassoa is usually very smalt; 
but the snow*s melting had increased it to such 
a degree, that we had no small trouble to pass 
it, some in a boat, and others swimming on 
their mule%. The moon shone very bright, by 
jBQeans of which I was showed on the right 
hand the isle of Conference, where the mar-* 
riage of our king was made with Maria Tfaerese, 
infanta of Spain. I saw a while after the fort 
of Foutarabia, which belongs to the King of 
Spain, standing on the mouth of this smsdl 
river: the flux and reflux of the sea arrives" 
here. Our Kings heretofore pretended it be- 
longed to them: there have been such great 
contests hereupon, especially by the inhabi- 
tants of Fontarabia, and those of Andaye, that 
they have several times come to blows. This 
oblige J Lewis XII. and Ferdinand to ogree^ 
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that it should be cooimon to both nations : the 
French and the Spaniards take toll equally ; 
these last making those pay ivho pass into 
Spain, and the former doing the like in re- 
lation to those who pass over to France. 

War does not hinder commerce on this 
frontier: it is true they cannot subsist with- 
out it ; seeing they must perish through want, 
did they not assist one another. 

This country called Biscay, is full of high 
mountains, where are several iron mines : the 
Biscayans climb up the rocks as easily, and 
with as great swiftness as stags. Their language 
(if one may call such jargon language) is very 
pooTf seeing one word signifies abundance of 
things : there are none but those born in the 
country that can understated it ; and I am told, 
that, to the end it may be more particularly 
theirs, they make no use of it in writing. They 
oblige their children to read and write French 
and Spanish, according to which King's sub- 
jects they belong. It is certain, as soon as I 
passed the little river of Bidassoa, I was not 
understood, unless I spake Castilian ; and not 
above a quarter of an hour before, I should not 
have been understood had I not spoken French. 

I foontl on the other side of this river a 
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banker of St. Sebastian, to whom I was re* 
commended : he tarried for me, mxh two of 
his relations: they were clothed after the 
French manner, but i;idiculously, their justaa 
corps being short and large, and their sleeves 
hanging down very short. Those of their shirts 
were so large, that they hung down below 
their justau corps: they had bands without 
collars, and periwigs, one of which had enough 
hair for four, and so frizzled, as made them 
look as if they were frighted : worse dressed 
people you cannot meet with. Those who 
wear their own hair, wear it "very long and 
close, parting it on the crown, and pass part of 
it behind their ears: but what kind of ears 
think you? those of Midas were not larger; 
and I believe that, to lengthen them, they are 
stretched when they be young : without ques- 
tion they find some kind of beauty herein. 

My three Spaniards made me, in bad French, 
most tedious and dull compliments. We past 
through the borough of Tran, which is about 
a quarter of a league from the river, and came 
afterwards to Irun^ which is distant about 
another quarter of a league: this little town 
is the first of Spain which you meet withy 
leaving France : it is ill built, the streets are 
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unequal, and there is nothing one can speak 
of. We entered into the inn through the 
stable, wheve are the stairs on which you 
must ascend to your chamber: this is the 
country's fashion. I found this house very 
light, by a great many candles, which were as 
small as pack-thread: there \yere at least 
forty in my chamber, fixed on little bits of 
wood: in the midst of -them stood a pan of 
coals burning, made of olive rind, to take 
away the scent of the candles. 

I had a great supper, which my gallants, the 
Spaniards, had caused to be made ready for 
me; but all was so full of garUc, safFroo, and 
spice, that I could eat nothing: and I had 
made very bad cheer, had not my cook made 
me a. little ragout of what he could ilnd. 

Determining to. go but to St. Sebastian the 
next morning, which is hut seven : or eight 
leagues, I thought to dine before I set out. I 
was sitting at table, when one of my w6mei| 
brought me my watch to wind it jap, as it was 
my custom at noon: it was a^stiiiking watch^ 
of Tompion's make, and cost me iifty- louis* 
d'ors. My banker, who was by me, showed 
some desire to see it : I gave it him, with a 
custcHnary civility. This w^a enough: my 
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blade rises ; makes me a profound reverenc^^ 
telling me, " He did not deserve so con- 
siderable a present, bat such a ladj as I 
could make no other ; that he would engage 
bis faith and reputation, that he would never 
part with my watch as long as he lived ; aod 
that be found himself extremely, obliged to 
me.** He kissed it at the end of this pleasant 
compliment, and thrust it into his pockety 
which was deeper than a sack. You will take 
me to be a very great sot, in saying nothing of 
all this, and I do not wonder at it ; but I con- 
fess ingenuously, I was so surprised at bis 
proceeding, that the watch was out of sight 
before I could resolve on what I was to do. 
My women, and the rest of my servants which 
were about me, stared on me, and I on tfaem^ 
blading with shame and vexation to be tbus 
caught. However,. I recollected myself, and 
Isonsidered, that this man was to pay me a 
good round sum of money for the charge of 
my Journey, and to return money to Bour- 
deaus, where I had taken it up ; that having 
bills of credit on him, he might -use several 
tricks to me, and put-offs, which mt^ht make 
me spend twice the value of the watch ; in fine, 
I let him go with it, and endemrbured to do 
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myself honour from a thiog which gave me 
great mortification. 

I have learnt, since this litde adrentnre, 
diat it is the custom in Spain, when any thing 
is presented to one, if he likes it, and kisses 
your hand, he may take it with him. This is 
a very pleasant &shion,^ and being sufficiently 
acquainted with it, it will be my fault if I am 
trapt again. 

I left this inn, where they peeled me suf- 
ficiently ; for this is a grievous dear country, 
and every one strives to be rich at his neigh- 
bour's cost. A while after we had left the 
town, we entered on the Pyrenean mountains,, 
which are so high and steep, that looking down 
you see, not without horror, the precipices which 
environ them : we went thus as far as Ren- 
tery. Don Antonio (which was my banker's 
name) went before me; and, for my more 
commodious passage, he obliged me to quit 
my litter; for although we had traverst several 
mountains, yet there remained more difficult 
to pass. He made me to enter into a tittle 
boat, which he had prepared «o go down the^ 
rirer of Andaye, till we were near the mouth' 
of the sea, where we saw the King of Spain^s 
galleons ; there were three vety fine and large 
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ones. Our little boats were set forth with 
gilt streamers ; they were managed by girls, 
who were very lusty and handsome; there 
are three in each, two that row, and one who 
holds the rudder. 

These wenches are very well shaped, of 
chesnut complexion, have very good teeth, 
hair black, which they tie up with ribbons, in 
knots, and so let it hang behind them ; they 
wear a kind of veil on their heads, made of 
muslin, embroidered with flowers of gold and ' 
silk, which hangs loose, and covers their 
breasts; they wear pendants in their ears of 
gold and pearls, and bracelets oi coral ; they 
have a kind.of justau corps, like our gypsies^ 
whose sleeves are very straight — I can assure 
you -they charmed me. I was told these 
wenches swim like fishes, and suffer neither: 
women nor men among them. This is a kind 
of a r^public^ to which they repair from all 
parts, and where their parents send them very 
young. 

When they are willing to marry, they go 
to mass at Fontarabia, which is the nearest 
town to them^ and there the young men come 
to choose them wives to their humour. He, 
that will engage himself in Hymeu*s bonds> 
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goes to his mistress's parents, declares to tbem 
his intentions, regulates every thing witii 
them ; and this being done, notice of it is 
ghren to the maid. If she likes, the party, she 
retires to their house where the nuptials are 
celebrated. 

I never saw a moire, gay air than that oh 
their countenances. They have little habita* 
tions along the water-side ; and there are old 
maidens, to whom the younger pay respect, 
as to their mothers. They related these 
particulars to us in their language, and we 
hearkened to them with great delight, when 
the devil, who never sleeps, disturbed us 
with a vexatious adventure. 
. My cook, who is a Gascon, and exactly of 
the humour of those of that country, was in 
one of our boats behind us, at some distance, 
very near a young Biscaneer, who appeared 
to him very handsome : he contented not him- 
self with telling her as much, but would have 
rudely turned up her veil. She, not being 
used to this sort of plain dealing, without any 
words broke his head with her oar. Having 
done this exploit, fear seizing on her, she 
threw herself immediately into the water, 
though the season was very cold, and swam 

Digitized by Google 



>8 ](«£TTI^» FltOM SPJMn 

with great a%i4ftnes8 ; but baying all her ok>ihet 
on» and it being far to the shor^, her strength 
began to fail her. Several of these wenches 
who saw this at land, leapt immediately into 
their boats to her assistance ^ when those who 
had remained in the boat with the cook, feating 
the loss of their compamon, fell on him like, 
two furies, resolving by all means to drown 
him, and had nearly two or three times have 
ovartumed their little vessel ; which we be- 
holding from ours, had much ado to part and 
appease them. 

I assure you, the foolish Gascon was so 
cruelly handled, that he was ait over blood ; 
and my banker told me, that these young 
Biscaneera provoked, are worse than lions. 
In fine, we came to kind,, but were scarcely 
on shore, but we saw this wench which was 
saved out of the water, making up towards^ us, 
with near fifty others, each with an oar on 
their shoulder, inarching in battle-array, with 
fife and dri^m; when she who was to be the 
piGOith of the company, advanced, and Calling 
me several times jindria, which is to say. 
Madam (so that's all I could retain of her 
speech), gave me to understand, *< That they 
would have my eopk^s skb^ if satisfectiouwere. 
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iK>t made pmportiouftbly to the damage done 
their companion's clotjfeies." At the eQding> 
of which words, the she-drummers fell loudly 
beating their drums, and the rest of their 
Amazons set up an hollowing, leaping, and 
daucing, and fencing with tl^r oars in a most 
astonishing manner. 

Don Antonio, to make me amends fcnr the 
present he had wrung from me (I cannot hut 
often mention it^ lying on my heart as it does), 
undertook to make peace. He found that my 
cook, who thpugbt himself suiBciently beaten, 
had reason to give nothing; and therefore he 
distributed some pieces of money among thia 
marine troop : on receipt of which they set 
forth louder hollows than before, and wished 
me a good journey, and speedy return, eachf 
of th^m dancing and singing at the sousd of 
their pipes and tabors. 

We entered into a very rough way, tod 
ascending a long and very narrow path, on the 
side of which there' are precipices — so that I 
was greatly afraid lest the mules which carried 
my htter should stumble — we afterwards passed 
orer a large sandy field. I tarried some time 
in the . convent of St. Francis, which stands 
near the river of Anday e : we passed over it on 
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a very long wooden bridge ;. and though we 
were near St. Sebastian, yet we could not then 
perqeive it, because a mpunts/iu o( sand hid the 
town. It is situated on the foot of a mountain, 
which serves on one side as a rampart against 
the sea, and the vessels come to the foot of this 
mountiain, to shelter them from' the storms ; 
for here arise extraordinary tempests, that the 
ships at anchor perish in the port : it is deep, 
and defended by two moles, which leave only 
as much room as is requisite for one vessel 
passing at a time. They have raised here a 
great four-square tower, where there is ever 
a good garrison to defend the place, in case 
of assault : it was a fine day for the season : I 
found the town very pleasant, being sur- 
rounded with a double wall : there are mounted 
several pieces of cannon on that part towards 
the sea, with bastions and half- moons. The 
town is situated in a province of Spain, called 
Guipuscoa : the out- parts are exceeding plea- 
sant, by reason that the sea, as I now said, 
serves for a channel to it. The streets of this 
town are long and large, paved with great 
white stones, which are always clean. 'The 
iiouses are well enough ; and the churcl^es 
decent, in which the altars are of wood, on 
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which are hting little pictures, from top to 
bottom. Mines of iron and steel abound in 
this country, finer and purer perhaps than in 
any other parts of Europe; and this is the 
greatest part of their trade. Here the wool 
which comes from Castille is embarked, which 
make& a consideratHe part of their traffic. Bilbo 
and St. Sebastian are two of the most conside- 
rable ports which the King of Spain has on the 
ocean : the castle stands very high, and may 
make aki indifferent defence. Here are mounted 
several fine pieces of cannon, and there are a 
great many along the ramparts ; but the garri- 
son is so weak, that the women might con- 
quer them with their distaffs. 

Every thing is as dear in this town as in 
Paris, yet they fare well here : fish is excel- 
lent, and I was told fruit was the same. I 
lay .in the best inn ; and when I had been 
there some time, Don Fardinand de Toledo 
sent his.gentleman to inquire, whether his visit 
would not be troublesome to me. My banker, 
who knew him, and who was then in my cham- 
ber, told me he was a Spaniard of great quality, 
nephew to the Ekike D'Alva ; that he came 
from Flanders, aild was going to Madrid. 

I received him with that civility which was 
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•due to his birth, and soon tlieretkito adjoined 
^rticalar retrpects to bis own merit He is a 
igentleman of good presetice, has wit and 
politeness, is complaisant and agreeable : he 
i^eaks as good French as I do; but under* 
Btanding Spanish, and bei rtg de sirous to speak 
it better, we dierefore discoursed only in thatt 
jangui^e. 

I ws^s very well satisfied with his carriage : 
he told me he came post hither from Brussels, 
and if I pleased, he would increase my train, 
and be one of my company. I thought he 
jested, and answered him accordingly ; but he 
added, *^ The ways were so full of snow, .that 
indeed they could not ride post ; that he could 
make more speed on horses than in litters ; but 
the honour of accompanying me made abun- 
dant recompence for that.^' In a word, I say 
he was a civil person, and came no way short 
of the gallantry natural to the Spanish cava- 
liers: I therefore considered how advanta- 
geous it might prove to have a man of his 
quality and country, who could make himself 
be heard and obeyed by the muleteers, who 
have iron souls and no consciences. 

I told him, I was very glad I met with him, 
and the &tigue of the road would be lessened 
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entered fais gdotleoian to find a litter fcr hkn^ 
It heSag iatei he took his l^ve of me ; and I 
betook imyself to eat a good supper; for, my 
dear coosia, I am nonis of those romantic 
ladies t^st tK^vier ^at. 

Scare^y dM I begin to ideep, wheh I h6ard 

somebody speak FVetich so near me^ that I 

thottght at first it was in my cfaamb^; but 

having heaxkened with more atttention, I found 

it was a chamber separated from mine by only 

some thin boards, and thx>se ill joined. I drew 

my etirtain^ and saw light through tbe crevices^ 

and at the same time two young women, the 

eldest of which appeared not to be abov^ 

seVentein or eighteen : neither of them wer6 

of tlKiise b^mttes without defect, yet w^rethe]^ 

so pretty^ spake so sweetly, and had such great 

sweetness in their countenances, that I was 

much taken with them. 

The youngest, who seemed to continue 'the 
conversation, said to the other, " No, my 
dear sister, there is no remedy to our 'misfor- 
tunes; we must die, or let them get but of the 
clutchesi of this villandus dotard. "^ — ** I lam 
resolute for any thitig,'* r€?plied the other, in 
utteringadeepstgh, "shouWitcostmemyllfe: 
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What remain^? Hare we not sacrificed all for 
them ?*' Then considering a while their mis- 
fortunes, they mutually embraced, and began 
to weep in a mo»t piteous manner ; and having 
consulted a while, and spoken some other 
words, the greatest part c^ which were inter* 
rupted by their sighs, they concluded on 
writing, which they did 9 and here is most of 
what I heard them read to one another : — 

*^ Judge not of my love and grief by my 
words — I have none that can express either the 
one or the other; but remember you ruin me, 
unless you betake yourself to the greatest ex- 
tremities against him that persecutes us. He 
has now sent me word. That if we delay our 
departure, he will have us seized. Consider 
what he deserves from this base usage of us ; 
and remember you owe me all, seeing you 
owe iqe my heart," 1 

I think the other billet was in these terms : — 
** Could I secure thee thy happiness^ in 
losing .mine, I love thee sufficiently to offer 
thee such a sacrifice': — yes, I virould fly firom 
thee^ Gouldst thou be happy without me ; but 
I know thy heart tod well to believe this. Yet 
thou remainest as quiet in thy prison, as if I 
were with thee. — Break thy chains without 
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more delay ; punish- the enemy of our lovea.-^^ 
My heart shall be thy recoaaipence.'' 

Havmg made up these billets, they went out 
together; and I profess, I was not a little un* 
easy for them, and no less curious to know 
these poor ladies' u\isfortuneSi This hindered 
me from sleeping, and I was expecting their 
return, when immediately there was a great 
uproar in the house. I saw an old man enter 
the chamber, attended by a great many ser- 
vants : he held one of these young women by 
the hair of the head, which he had wound 
about his arm, and drew her after him, as a 
wretched sacrifice. Her sister was not treated 
with less cruelty by those who led her: ** Per- 
fidious wretches,^' said he to them, ^^ not con- 
tent with the irreparable injury you do my ne- 
phews, you would persuade them to be my 
executioners? Had I not surprised you with 
these seducing letters, what might have hap- 
pened ? What dreadful tragedies might I not 
have expected ? But you shall pay once for 
all: as soon as ever the day appears, I will 
h^ve you punished as you deserve." — " Ah> 
sir," said she whom he held, " remember we are 
women of quality, and that our alliance can be 
no dishonour to you ; that your nephews have 
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^yen us tlieir faitb, mA we Imve given tbenk 
ours ; that k) so teftder an age we have left all 
tar their sakes ; tliat we are strangers, and have 
no friends liere. What will ^come of us^ 
We dare not retiHti to our relations : • if you 
mre -for constraining us to this, or for puuing 
118^ prison, let us in treat you rather presently 
^o dispatch us out of the world." 

The tears which they shed in such abun« 
dance, wrought in me the greatest coHipas^ 
lion; and had the old man been as tender as 
myself, he would soon have freed them from 
their trouble. 

My women, who had heard such a great 
disturbance, and so^ear my chamber, arose 
in th^fear of some mishap towards me: I 
made sig ts to them to draw near softly, and 
to behold through the boards this sorrowful 
spectacle. We hearkened to what they said, 
when two men, with their swords in their 
hands, entered into my chamber, the door 
of which my women had left open : they had 
despair painted on their faces, -and rage in 
their eyes : I was so greatly firightcfned, that 
I cannot express it to you. They looked on 
one another without speaking a word; and 
having heard the^ old man's , voice, they nut 
on that side. 
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: I did ttot dttubt bnt it was die two lovert; 
foid it w» diey kideed, wko entered lifce 
K«ii8 into this cbamber: they struck these 
senraats with bo great terror, that neither of 
tfaem dared approach Ina master, to defefid 
him, when his nephews advanced towards 
Um, and set their swords to his throat: 
*' Barbarian/' said they to him, ^^ can yon thns 
use women of quality, that are ^to be our 
wires? fiecanse you are our guardian, must 
you therefore be our tyrant ? And is not the 
separating of us from what we loye, the taking, 
our lives from us? It is now in our power to 
take a just vengeance pf you; but we cannot 
do it to a man* of your age, who cannot de« 
fend himself: give us then your word, and 
swear by all that is good and holy, that in 
acknowledgement for the life we give you, you 
wiU contribute to our happiness, and suffer us 
to perform what we have promised.** 

The poor dd wretch was so affrighted^ that 
he could hardly make any answer: however, 
he swore more than they would have him ; 
he fell on his knees, and kissed an hundred 
times his thumb laid across one of his fingers, 
after the manner of Spain* Yet he told them, 
whatever he had done, was only in regard to 
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their interests: hawever, he virould not on 
sny. account, for the future, oppose their !ia- 
dinations, in reference to this marriage, i Two 
of the domestics took him under the arm, and 
rather carried him away than led him. Then 
the gentlemen seeing themselvess free, threw 
themselves in ^eir mistresses' arms : they said 
to one another, whatever grief j love, and joy 
do usually inspire on such occasions. But, 
in truth, one must have a heart as affected 
and content as theirs, to repeat all these things :~ 
they are only proper to persons more tender 
than you are, my dear cousin. But I hope 
you will excuse this relation : I was so tired, 
in having not yet slept, that I could scarce 
hear any more, but confusedly ; and to hear 
no more, I got further, into bed^ and threw 
the quiU over my head. ... 

The next morning, Don Fernando dc To- 
ledo sent me some choice wines, with great 
quantity of oranges and sweetmeats. As soon 
as he tjhought it a proper time to visit me^ be 
came. Having thanked him for his present, I 
asked him, whether he bad heard tany thing of 
what had passed in the night f. he told me be 
had not, . for he had Iain m another part of the 
house. 1 was about relating to him what I 
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kuew^ when our hostess entered into the 
chamber: .she came from the two gentlemen 
whe luid given me that disturbance with their 
swords in their hands, intreating me to re^ 
ceive their excuses. She likewise to^d me^ 
that two young ladies desired they might wait 
on me, and kiss my hand, I answered these 
civiliues as I ought, and they soon entered. 

What charming effects doth the return of 
joy produee ! ^ I found these gentlemen very 
well shaped, and these ladies very lovely; 
neither one nor the other had any more on 
their countenances the characters of despair: 
an air of gaiety displayed itself in all their 
words and gestures. The eldest of the two 
brediren made the m€>st handsome excuse that 
was possible, for his mistake in entering my. 
chamber* He added, ^' He had well observed 
the fear he had caused me ; but told me, that 
in that moment he was so traiu^orted, that 
he was capable of no other though but the 
rescuing his mistress." — ^^' Ypu wo^Jd hav<e 
been^ to bkm^," s^id I toiiim, ** should, you 
have thought of any thing else: ^however, if ij^ 
be true, that yon are willing to make me satis- 
faction for the alarm you have givei^^ne*, you 
must noi; isefuse the gratifying: my curiosity : 
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tmh these iair ladies' leave, inform me what 
has reduced all of you to those extremities you 
were in." He looked on them, . as if it were 
to ask their approbation, which they wiHiogly 
grantesij, and he thus began : « We are two 
brothers, madam, natives of Burgos, and of 
one of the best families of this city. We 
were very young, when we fell into the handsr 
of an uncle, who toolt care of our education 
and estates, which are so^ considerable, that, 
we need not eiivy others on that account « 
Don Diego is our uncle's name: he had- 
made long shice a firm friendship with a gen-" 
tlemau living near Blaye, whose merit is £ip 
above his fortune : he is called Monsieur d« 
Messignac. Our uiieie resolving to send us 
for some time i&to Franee, he w^te here- 
upon to his finend, who offered him his house^ 
which he joyfully accepted. He made us set 
out; and it is a year suice we were received 
there with great civility. Madam de M essiguao 
treated nsjas her own children : she has several : 
but of her four daughters^ those you see are 
the most amiable. It would have been verji 
difficult to have seen them every day, to dwell 
widi theoi) and yet not to have loved th<nn. . 
/< My brother at first concealed from me 
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his growing pasaioo^ and I hid mine from him* 
We were both of u» yery melancholy. The 
trouble of loving, without being loved again, 
and the fear of displeasing those who caused 
our passion^ croelly tormented us; ]^ut a 
new vexation did greatly increase our dis^ 
quiet, which was a restless jealousy we had 
one of another : my brother plainly saw I was 
in love, and thou^ it was with hm mifltreaii 
I looked on him likewise as JQ&y rival; and wa 
bore such hatred to one aooth^c^ as might have 
transported u& to the greatest extremities, but 
that I resolutely determined one day to difr« 
^over my sentUaents to Mademoiselle d# 
Messignac ; but wanting courage to speak to 
her myself^ I wrote some verses in a bitb 
book touching my passiftm for her, and dex4 
terottdiy slid it into herpoeket, without her 
perceiving me^ My brother, who had always 
Ml eye on me, oJbaerved it; and playing with 
her, he took out the verses, and found them 
to contain a respectful and passionate dedlara«« 
tioo of love to her: he kept them till nighty 
when being withdrawn into my chamber, witti 
the greatest inquietude, he came to me, aj^d 
tenderly embracing me, be told m^^^ he 'was 
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hcfartily glad at the notice he had of my being 
in love with Mademoiselle de Messignac. 

'^ I remained as one thunderstruck ; I saiv 
iny papers in his hands ; I imagined she bad 
made them a sacrifice to him, and thatfae catne 
to insult on my misfortune. He seiw in ray eyes 
and countenance part of what I thought. * Un- 
deceive yourself,* continued he; * she gave them 
jK>t to me — I have taken them with^ttt ber 
seeing them — I will be serviceable to you for 
the obtaining ber — be you the same to me in 
telation to her elder sister.*- I then embraced 
him, and promised him all he desired. Thus 
me mutually rendered good oflbDes to one 
another; and our mistresses^ who were not 
tbea acquainted with the power of love, began ^ 
to accustom themselves to hear us talk of it. * 

:*Mt would be to abuse your patience, to 
tell you. Madam, bow we came at length by 
our cares and assiduities to win their hearts. 
What happy moments ! what sweet hours I to 
see without ceasing what one loves> and to be 
beloved ! to be jtogether in the fields, where an 
innocent and country life let's one. taste^ with* 
out distufbance, the pleasures of a growing pas* 
sion«*thi&is a felicity which cannot be expressed^ 
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« Winter being come, Madam de IkfeMi- 
gnac was at Bourdeaux, where she had a house : 
we accompanied her. thither; but this house 
was not great enough to lodge us with, all our 
family — we took one near hers.^ 

<^ Though this separation was only the 
nights, yet we had liv^jly resentments of it* 
We were not now every moment with them — 
our visits were accompanied with*a- certain air 
of ceremonies, which disturbed us. But our 
alarms were much increased, when we saw two 
rich handsome sparks address themselves to 
Mademoiselles de Messignac, and earnestly 
court them, and that with the approbation pf 
their parents. Good God I ho)v we looked! 
Their proceedings went on at a great ra^; 
aod ouc dear mistresses, who shared in our 
.sorrow, mingled every day their t^ars with 
ours. In fine, having thoroughly tormented 
ourselves, by devising a. thousand, fruitless 
ways,, I resolved tp address myself toMpnsieur 
de Messignac: I spake to him, and told him 
what my. passion inspired me, to persuade him 
to defer these marriages. He answered, * He 
accepted^ with the greatest acknowledge-. 
. ments, the offers my brother and 1 made him ; 
.but being, not 6f age, what we naight do at 
05 
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j»resent might be afterwards cancelled; tha^ 
his honour.was dear to him, though his estate 
wis small — however, should always esteem 
himself happy, in living without reproach; 
that my uncle, whb^bad entrusted us to him, 
might justly accuse him of seducing us; and 
that, in short, we must no more think of these 
matters/ 

I withdrew in the greatest affliction, which I 
shared with my brother ; and this was a dread* 
ful trouble among us. Monsieur de Messignac, 
to complete our misfortunes, sent an account 
to my uncle of what had pfissed, and eai'nestly 
intreated him to lay his commands on us to be 
gone. He did so; and seeing no remedy to 
our misfortunes, we went, n?y brother and I, 
to Mademoiselles de Messignac: we threw 
ourselves at their feet; we told them what 
might persuade hearts already prepossessed; 
* we gave them our faith and promises signed 
-with our blood; in short, love made an end 
. of vanquishing them — they consented to go 
with us. In fine, we took such measures, 
that our passage was happy enough, till onr 
arrival here; and it is not two days since. En- 
tering this house, the first person offering 
lumself to us was Don Diego ; he was impto- 
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tient of our return; aim) to satisfy Unself,^ bd 
came in quest of us. How did we look 9M tUep 
sight! He cwaed us to bo f^ppreheuded m 
criminab ; aqd forgettipg that MademoiseUQa 
de Messignac were the daughters of his best 
friend) and persons of quality, he loaded 
tbeiu with iojuries, s^d ov^whehned them 
with tbreateningsy after be had learat frooi 
one of my ^erva^ts^ that we had resolved 
to pass incognito as far as Madcid, to som# 
rdations we had there, to tarry in this place 
for a full liberty of declaring oiir oiarriage. He 
locked us up in a chamber next to his ; and we 
were there, when, these ladies came by a\ooo^ 
li^t, coughing under our windows. We beard 
them» and ran. to tbem^-*-they showed us their 
letters; and we were detising the means of 
.our deliyerance^ when my uncle, having not^e 
of what passed, silently came upon ua with all 
his serri|^t9» and before our faces misused these . 
amiable creatures. In the excess of our der- 
apair, our strei^th without doubt increased. 
We broke open the - doors, which were hit 
shut on us, and we ran to succour them ; when 
imprudently. Madam, we came into your 
ehsmber.'* 

l^he gentlenian here sto{^>ed j and I fouad 
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be biad telated his little history with great in-- 
genuity. I thanked him for it, aiid offered 
Aese ladies oiy endeavours, and tho^e of my 
£riends, to appease their family ; which offers 
they accepted, and testified their c^know- 
ledgements. . 

« Some ladies of the town, who came to see 
Qie, would stop me: they proposed to me to 
go to the nuns, whose convent is so pleasantly 
situated, that the prospect has no bounds ; 
you may see from thence, at one time^thesea, 
ships, towns, woods, and fields. Tb^y speak 
much in praise of the voices, beauty, and 
good-humour of these nuns. Add to this,iiiat 
the ill weather was so increased, and the snow^ 
liiUen^^n-so great abundance, that no one ad- 
vised me to proceed on my journey. I was in 
suspense awhile, but the impatience I had to 
be at Madrid prevailed over all these con- 
^derations, and I parted the next morning. I 
havereceiiV«d'of my banker the money I 'want. 
, But I must not forget to tell you, that the 
inhabitants r of this town have a particular pri- 
vilege, andof which they are not a little proud ; 
which is^ that when they treat of any affairs 
with the King of Spain, and that it is directly 
'«ith bm, be is obl^;ed to speak with them 
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bare-headed. I could not get the reason from 
them for this. 

I afn told I mast furnish myself vnth good 
store of proTision, to prevent starving in some 
places through which we must pass. Gammons 
of bacon, and dried tongues, being much es* 
teemed in thiscountry, I have therefore taken 
up a good quantity; and as^to the rest, we 
have sufficiently provided. . Now this being 
post*day, I would not omit this occasion of 
informing you of what has happened to me ; 
and testifying that I am, 

Your's. 

From St. SebaUiany 
Feh^ 20. 



LETTER II. 

I RESUME, dear , cousin,. withcHit aa.y consplih 
ments, the sequel of my. travels. In lea^iilg 
St. Sebastian, we entered iu^o a. very rough 
way, which brings you to such terrible stee(> 
mountains, that you camiot ascend. them with- 
out climbing : they ^re called Sierra de St. 
Adrian. They . show . only prebipides and 
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rocks, oo which a puliog l<y?er m^y me^ wiih 
certain death, if he has a mind to it Pid^ trees 
of an ei^lraordinary heighl; carpwa the lop of 
Uiese mountains. Ashx m tb/e sight will reach, 
you see nothing but desetts, cut with stresms 
clearer than crystal Near the behest part of 
Mount St. Adrian, you meet with an elevaied 
iQOck, which secsns to have been fdaced in the 
mtdsl of tfa9 way to block up the passage and 
thus separate Biscay fcora tl;e Old. Castille. 

A tedious and piunfnl labour has pierced 
this mass of stone in the shape of a yaolt : yon 
may walk forty or fifty paces under it, with- 
out sight of .day, but what comes by the over- 
tures at each entry, which are. shut by great 
doors. You find under this vault cm inn, which 
is left in the winter, by reason of the snows : 
you see here likewise a little chapel of St. 
Adrian, and several caverns, where thieves 
commonly retreat; so that it is dangeroua 
fAssing be^e without being in a, conditidb of 
^j^femee. When we had traversed the rodi, 
we still ascended a little to arrive at the top of 
the mountain, which is held to be the highest of 
the Pyreiieans : it is wholly covered with great 
ftsh^trees. There was never a finer place for 
•olitude^ thespringa runhereaaintbe vaUies: 
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the sight is cHily bounded by the wcakneas of 

the eyes : shades and siience here reigpi, and 

the echoes aiiswer on every side. We began 

afterwards to descend down £uter than we 

dimbedup. We saiw in some parts little baireo 

plains, many sandy places, and very often 

mountains covered with great rocks. It is not 

without reason, that in passing so near, you fear, 

iest some of them should get loose^ which 

would certainly overwhelm one ; for you see 

some which are faUen frmn the top, and himg 

in their paissage on other clefts; and these 

finding nothing in the way, would give a sorry 

diversion to a traveller. I made all these re« 

flexions at my . ease ; for I was alone in my 

litter, withtny child, who did not at all disturb 

my thoughts. A river called Urrola, big 

enough, but which was iilcreased by the ton. 

rents and melted snow^ slides along the way^, 

and breaks forth into particular streams in sotnt 

j>lace9, which fall with a gi^t impetuosity and 

tioise, ahd make a very pleasant sound and sigM, 

We meet not here with those fine 'castles to 

be seen on the banks of the Loire, w^ich make 

travellers call it the Country of Fairies. Here 

are on these mountains only some shepherds* 

cottages, and some few hovels, and at such m 
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distance, that you ttinst go a^ great way before 
you can find them ; yet all these nattica} ob-* 
jeots, though very melancholy ones, have 
something that is very taking in them. The^ 
snows were so high, tha^ we bad always 
twenty men to make way for us with sbovels» 
Yeu will perhaps imagine this cost me very 
much; but here ace sHch. good .established dr* 
det$t dod those so well observed, that the 
inhabitants of a* \iik^, are. obliged to meet 
travellers, and be their giaideii tot^he next ; and 
no one. being bound to give them any things 
the least liberality therefore satisfies them. 
To this first care there is added another, which 
is that of ringing the bells^ . without pes^sin^ 
to give notice to travell^siwla^re. they may re« 
treat in . stormy weather. - They told me, 
thqre.had not fallen for forty years, s^o much 
snow as we had met with, there having been 
.no frost for a great while in ^bis pra?ince. 
; Our troop waS;^ gr^at,, tbsbt we might count 
c^sjelves. no ways inferior. ta those. caravans 
which go to Mecca ; for without reckoning my 
^irainy.an^ that of Don Feroai^d de .Toledo^ 
there joined with us^ near St. Sebastian, three 
knightSy with their ^attendants, who returned 
from their comwsuid€p:4tip».9f ^ Jwies. . Th^rjd 
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were tvro of this order, and one of that of 
Alcantara: the first wear red crosses, in form 
of an embroidered »word, on their shoulders^ 
and he of Alcantara has a green one. One of 
the two first- is of Andainsia, the other of 
Gallicia, aidd die third of Catabnia: they afe 
of good families* He of Andalusia calls- fc^<^ 
self Don Esteve €le Carvajal ; he of Gallicia, 
Don Sanoho SanmeBto-; and the other of >Cara^ 
lenia, Don Frederic de' Cardonne : they are 
persons of good mien, and well •- acquainted 
with the world. I received all possible civiliw 
ties from them, having much of the French 
hamour in them. They have travelled over 
the greatest part of Eun^e, and this has rea^ ' 
dered them so polite. . We went to lie at Gale^^ 
retta: this is a borough iv little. diatast fmia 
Mount Adrian, situated in the little province of 
Spd.n.(I just mentioned) named Alava, wiHch 
makes a part of Biscay: we had but badeO'* 
tertaiDment there. It is eleven leagues ffom 
thence to St. Sebastian^ 

We had a better way from Galaretta to 
Victoria than we had befc^e. The cocintry here 
yields muchxorn and grapes, and the villages 
lie very thick together. We found here cus* 
tom-house men^ who made us pay both for the 
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dotbea and money we carried with us : ibejf' 
wore not rery exactiog with us, because our 
company was too large to be imposed o&» 
Doa Fernami de Toledo bad informed me over 
Ittgbty that we were to travel near the castle 
Qlf Qnebare^ wtaeb was. said to be haunted with 
a spirit^ telling me a thousand extravagant 
Stories, which were readily swallowed by tha 
inhabitants of the country, and which were ao 
effectually believed by them, that no one 
would live there. I had a great desire to see 
this place; for although I. am mturally aa 
fearful as another^ jret I am net afraid of 
ghosts; and if I were, our company was aa 
Humecoua, as would animate the greatest cow« 
aid. We struck off a little to the lefit, and 
oame to the borough of Quebare. The master 
ivf the inn where we entered, had the kej^ of 
the castle : he told u$, in going along with US| 
that the duende, which is to say the ^irit^ 
could not endure company ; yet if we were a 
thousand together, he would, if he were 
minded, beat us all in sach a. manner, as to 
leave us for dead» I began to tremble: Don 
Feroand de Toledo, and Don Frederic de Car* 
donne, who gave me their bands, percmying 
my fear, burst out into a laughter. I grew 
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ashamed, and pretended to gain coufage; and 
so we entered the castle^ which might have 
passed for a fine one, had it been kept in order. 
It had no furniture, except an old tapestry 
haiiging in a great hall, which represented the 
amours of Don Pedro the Cruel, and Donna 
Maria de Padilki: she is represented sitting 
like a queen in tlie' midst of other ladies, and 
the king placing on her head a crown of flowers* 
In another part she sat under the shade of a 
wood, the king showing her a hawk on bis fist; 
and again, in another, she appears in a warrior^s 
dress, and the king in armour presents her 
with a sword ; which makes me beliere that 
Ae had been in some warlike espeditkm with 
him. She was ver j ill represented : Don Fer* 
Hand told me be had seen her effigies eke* 
where, by which she appeared to be the most 
beautifnl and most ciuel woman of her time; 
and that the figures in this tapestry resembled 
neither her nor the king : his name, cypher^ 
and arms, were every where on it. We went 
op into a tower, on tiie top of which was a 
dimgecm, and it was there where the. spirit 
inhabited; but without doubt be was abroi^d, 
for we neither saw nor heard him, or any of 
his companions; and hayii;^ seen sufficiently 
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ibis great builduDgy we.Iefi it to pursue our 
journey. In approaching Victoria, we passed 
aver a most delightful plain, at the end of 
which stands a town situated in this province 
of Sipain, I latdy mentioned, called Alava* 
^biii.is thepapitied town of it^ as well as the first 
of Castille: it is inclosed wiith two walls, 
one of which is Old, and the other New: be- 
ftides this, it has no other fovtificalaons* After 
I had refreshed myself awhile here,, it was 
proposed to me to go to a play ; but ia tarrying 
till it b^an, I had no small diversion^ in see-' 
ing come into the most spacious place of the 
town, four com|>anies of young men, preceded 
by drums and trumpets: they marched several 
times round; and in fine immediately began 
the fight with snow-balls, which they threw 
on oneanc^iier with such fierceness, that they 
were all very well pelted in the end : there were 
above two hundred who fought this battle. -To 
te^U you of those who fell, or recovered' their 
feet again, and the shouts and acclamations of 
the people,, will be needless-^ and I was oUiged 
to leave them thus engaged, to go to the place 
where the play was to be represented. 

When I entered into the room, the people 
9et fttcthan hoUowing, MirOt mira I wh£cliisi.to 
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say, Lookyloek! The decoralaons.o£ the theatre 
were. ndr oyer'.ms^Qificent: :it was rais^ on 
barrels, and ilUi:anged planks* The windows of 
the room were open, for they used no candles 
or flambeaux ; whence you may ea«ly imagine 
this much takes away from the beauty of 
the sight. They acted the life of St. An- 
thony ; and when the players said any thing 
which pleased the company, all the people 
cried out, FdcUiria, victoria! I was in-i. 
formed this was the custom of the country; 
I observed the devil was no otherwise clad 
than the rest, having only a pair of stockings 
of a flame-colourj and a pair of horns to dis- 
tinguish him. This comedy consisted only of 
three acts, and they are all of no more. At the 
end of each serious act, another began of farce 
and pleasantry, wherein appeared him they 
called £1 Gracioso, Which is to say, the buffoon^ 
who, among much insipid stuiF, . says some- 
times something tbajt is less nauseous. The 
interludes were mixed with dances, to the 
sound of the harps and guitars : the- actors had 
castagnets^ and a little bat on their headsj 
without which they never dance, and then it 
is a saaraband : they seem not to walk, they 
trip along ao lightly. Their manner is wholly 
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difl fe ff e p t firom onn: libey move too nmcfa tbek 
'mnaoMf and ofteu pass tiieir luaids on tiieir bats 
Midfoce^ and that indk no HI grace : tfaey pli^ 
admrnbly wdl on ike castagnets. 

As to thie jreaty deac ^oosin^ I would not haire 
you tbiiik diese actors, for being in a little 
city, do nadi difiar ftom those of Madrid. I 
was told, that those of the King are little bet«- 
ter; but, in a word, both act what they call 
Las Comedias Famosas, which is to say, the 
finest and most fiunoos comedies, which ia 
truth are very ridiculoas : for esKtiopIe, when 
8t. Anthony aaid his Confiteor, which he did 
oAen enough, ail the specutors fell down on 
their knees, and gave themselves such rude 
Slea Culpa's, as was enough to beat the breath 
0ttt of their bodies. 

Here would be a proper place to speak of 
their habits, but you had better excuse me till 
I coaae to Madrid, lest I tire you with repe* 
tilions : yet I must tell you, that all the ladies 
I saw in this company had a prodigious quan- 
tity of j-ed, aprhich begins just under the eye, 
and passes from the chin to the ears and 
shoulders, and to their veiy hands ; so that I 
never saw any radishes of a finer colour. 

The lady goyjemess of the town drew near 
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toBie: ske jiisttoiicbed my dethe^yMdhaftP 
(Hljr <drew baok iier bmd, as if ^ faW bum^ 
kec fittgers/ I bid.faer if) S]ian(uib MttoW 
afmd: she at itegth famdiai:is0d berael^ ftod 
told me, *' it i¥as n6t through feariof any thing 
i^e but oS diafdeasing me ; that it was no new 
i^mg to her to see Ffench ladies ; And that if 
she ooi^ty she aK>old gladly dress herself after 
their fadbioii.'* She ordered cho€okite to be 
brought her, with which she presented me ; 
which is far betlter here than in France. The 
play b^Ag ended, I took my leave of her, 
having thanked her for her civilities. 

Hie next mcnming) as I entered the church 
to hear mass, I espied an hermit, who had the 
air of a person of quality, and yet begged aa 
dims of me with such great humility, ibat I 
was greatly surprised at it. Don Femand 
having notice of it, drew near, anct said to me^ 
'^The person whom you behold. Madam, is of 
an illustrious family, and <^ great merit, but his 
fortune very uiriiappy." 

^' Tou raise in me," said I to htm, '^ a great 
curiostty to know more; and therefore I must 
beg your favour to satisfy it." — " You may comr 
mand any thing of me," replied he, *^ Madam ; 
but I amiaot so thoroughly inlormed of his ad« 
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Tentiires, to tmdertake the rti^lating thes&'to 
yoQ ; and I belieye it were better I engage him 
into a recital of them himself/^ He left me, 
and went immediately to embrace him, with 
the greatest civilities and 'tenderneiss» Don 
Frederic de Cardonne/ and Qon Esteve de 
Carvajal, had already accosted him, as their 
old acquaintance; and when Don Femandhad 
joined them,^hey ali earnestly iutreated him to 
come with them when mass was over. He as 
earnestly excused himself : but being told I 
was a stranger, and much importuned that I 
might learn from liimself what had obliged 
him to turn hermit ; he at length consented, 
on condition I would permit him to bring one 
of his friends, who was perfectly skilled in what 
related to him : ^'Do us justice," continued he, 
<^ and j udge whether it is fit for me to relate such 
particularities in this habit I wear." They 
found he had reason, and prayed him to bring 
his friend, which he did awhile after I was at 
my lodgings. He presented a very fine cava- 
lier to me ; and taking leave of us very civilly, 
he told him, *^ He should be obliged to^im, 
if he would satisfy the curiosity which Don 
Fernand de Toledo had given me, of knowing 
the spring of bis misfortunes." This gentle- 
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took his seat by me^ and began in these ^ 
terms;-— 

'^ I think myself very happy. Madam, that 
my friend has chosen me to satisfy the desire 
you have of knowing his adventures ; but I fear 
I shall not acquit myself so well as I would* 
The person whose history you wonld learn, has 
been one of the finest gentlemen in the world : 
it would be hard to make a judgement of him 
now — he is buried, as it were, in his hermit's 
teibit. He was an e:8:ceeding graceful person, 
well shaped, of an excellent mien, and noble 
air ; and in fine, had all the accomplishments, 
both natural and acquired, of a person of 
quality, being liberal, witty, and brave. He 
was bom at Cagliari, capital of the isle of Sar« 
dagne, one of the most illustrious and richest 
fiunilies of all that country. ^ 
., ** He was i>rought up with one of his cousin- 
germans ; and the sympathy which was found 
in their hnmours and inclinations was so great, 
that they were more strictly united by friend- 
ship than blood — they hid no secret firom each 
other. And when the Marquis Barbaran wais 
married (which was his cousin's name), their 
fiiejidship continued in the same fwce. 

'^ He married one of the finest women in 
VOL. L D ' ^ 
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the w(^d, and the oiost accomplished — she 
was then not above fourteen — she washehress 
to a very noble estate and family. The Mar- 
quis every day discovered new charms in tfae^ 
wit and person of his wife^ which likewise i&« 
creased every day his passion. He speaks 
without ceasing, of his happkiess, to Don Lewis 
de Barbaran, which is the liame, Aifadam, of 
my friend ; and when any aflliirs obliged the 
Marquis to leave her, he conjured him to stay 
with the^ Marchioness, thereby to lessen the 
trouble of his absence. But, atas! how hard 
is it when one is at an age uncapable of senoda 
reflexions, to see cpntinually so fair a woman, 
so young and amiable, and to see her with in- 
difference! Don Lewis was already despe* 
rately in love with the Marchioness, and 
thought then it was only for her husband's 
sake. Whilst he was, in this mistake^ she fell 
dangerously sick; at which he grew So dread- 
ful melancholy, that he then knew, but too 
late, this was caused by a p^sion which would 
prove the greatest misfortune of his whole life. ^ 
Finding himself then in this^ condition, and 
having not strength to resist it, he resolved to 
use the utmost extremity, and to- fly and avoid 
a place where he was in danger o^ dying with 
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love, or l»«ak|Qg through'^ bonds cf frtend* 
idup. The idoH'Crueldealllwduld have seemed 
gentler than ;the execution of this design, 
When the MarchkNiess^gfewbetterihe went to 
her to bid her adieu^and see her no more. 

*' He found her busied in choosing, among 
several stones of great value, those which were 
the finest^ which she intended to have set in a 
ring. Don Lewis was scarce entered the 
chamber, but she desired him, with Uiat. air of 
familianty usual among relations, to go and 
fetch her other stones which she moreover had 
in her cabinet. He ran thither ; and, by an 
unexpected good hap, found among whal he 
looked for, the enamelled picture of the Mar- 
chioness, small, set with diamonds, and en- 
circled with a lock of her hair. It was so like, 
that he hi^d not the power to withstand the de- 
sire he had of stealing it : ^ I aih going to leave 
her,* said he — ^ I shall see her no more ; I sacri- 
fice all my. quiet to her husband: alas! is not 
thb enough? And may I not, without a crime, 
search in my pain a OQfnsolation so innocent as 
this ?V He kissed several times this picture; 
he pot it under his arm, he carefully hid it ;^ 
and, returning towards her with these stones, 
*he trembling told her the resolutbn he had 
D 2 
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tmaz^ ^t it, aod ^^aogtd. tier eolosi:: ^He-. 
looked oa lier at 'tim labmeat; lie .bad'dm^ 
ple«s«lf^of pm^civio^ it^ aodtbeir eyes being 
of iuteU%^Bce^ spake more tbao thok words- : •»-** 
^ Alas I what cao. oblige you, Dob Lewis^.' said 
she tf> bioir ' to Itave iia? your ooiiaki lonres yMiF- 
aQ ^epder\fi 1 esteem you; we a|Se never 

'pliaa^witbou^ytMi ; be cannot live from ypu. 
Have you not already travelled ? Yoa have> 

. ifiibout doubtr some other reason for your 
depart^il^y.b«t•at least do not hide it from me.^ 
pQn I^e^isy pureed throngbiwithaormw, could- 
nQ( foi^ear i^iMiering a deep s^bi, and taking' 
Qi^e of . itb^ delicate: bands of the .dtaixBing 
person, oof which he 6xed \i» lips^ ^ Ah, 
liladam, . wba| do yo|i ^k me i \ iaidihe to^ ber^ 
Vwha^;92|D I say W you ? ...A«d indted, what 
can r^ay to }»c,i| :i|i the C0bdiupn' I.;ain.jhiJ7; 
The violei^e b? uped to toticeal. Uis : «et^ti- 
inputs, occas'ionfid ^ great stweakness^. that be 
fell )[^f des^. at. hei! feet. • She remained 
ti^ouUed-. a9)d confuted ajt; this sight; tsfae ob- 
liged him to sit down by her; she dared noli • 
fift up her eyes to look. on him.; but;. she let 
him s^e tearsi^ which she could not forbear 
sfaeddiog, nor resolve to conceal from him^. 
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♦* -Scarcely wenrt they come to tb^tcsKtW^ir, 
When the Marcjnis entered htto the chatnbei^. 
He came to embrace Don Lewis wkh all the 
testimonies of a perfect friendship; and hp 
was inthe gvcatest trouble, when he understood 
-Jie was settii^ oiit for Naples. He omitted no 
arguments to persuade him from it, pressed his 
«tay with the greatest earnestness, but all in 
vain. He there immediately took his lea^e of 
the Marchioness, and savvher no more. The 
Marquis went out with him — he left him not 
till the moment of his departure. This wa« 
<an augmentation of Don Lewis's sorrow ; ht 
would hitve wiHingly remained alone to have 
an entire liberty of afflicting himself; 

** The Marchioness was sensibly iafBicted at 
this separation. She had perceived he loved 
her, before he had known thus much himself; 
and she had found in him such isingular merit^ 
that for her part too she liad loved him with- 
out knowing it; but ^he found this to her cost 
after his departure. Recovering but lately 
from a dangerous sickness, of which she was 
not perfectly cured, this unhappy accident 
made her fall into a languishing indisposition, 
as soon rendered her quite another body. Her 
duty, her rea8on> her virtue equally perse* 
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outed her: she was greatly sensible of her 
husband^s regard to her^ and she could not 
snHer bat with great sorrow^ that -another 
should take up her thoughts, and have so great 
a pla<be in her affeetions. She dared not any 
more mention the name of Don Lewis ; she 
never made any inquiries after him ; she made 
it an indispensable duty to forget him. This 
violence^ which she used on herself, was like 
a contiuual martyrdom : she made oi^e of her 
women, in whom she most cpnfided, the repo- 
sitory of this secret. * Am I not very unhappy ?' 
said she ; ^ I must wish never again to see a 
,man, towards whom it is impossible for me to 
. be in a state of indifference : his person is 
always before mine eyes ; nay, I think some- 
times I see him in the person of my husband : 
the resemblance which is between them, serves 
only to npurbh my affection towards him. Alas ! 
Mariaqa^ I must die, to expiate this crime, al- 
though it be an involuntary one : 1 have only 
this^ means to ^et rid of a po^sion of which I 
cannot hitherto be mistress. Alas I wbathave 
I not done to^ stifle it i this passion which yet is 
dear tx> gie ?' She accompanied these words with 
a thousand sighs : she melted into tears ; and 
hough this wpman had a^ great deal of wit an^ 
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fttfectidn to her misU'esS) yet she could sajr no- 
thing to her that could yield her any cofcfort. 

** The Marquis, in the mean time, every 
day reproached his wife with her indifFereuce 
to Don Lewis: 'I cannot suffer,^ said he to 
her, *that yoff should think so httle on the 
man I love above all the woridi and who bad 
so much complaisancq and friendship for you. 
I must fieeds say, this is a kind of hardness, 
which would make one judge untowardly of 
the tenderness of your heart; at least, yoa 
must grant. Madam, that he was scarcely gone- 
hut you forgot him/ — * What good would my 
remembering hiid do him?' said the Mar*« 
chionesa with a languishing air; 'Do not you 
see he avoids us? Would he not have beec^ 
sttfl with us, if he h^d any real kindness for 
us ? Believe me, my Lord, he deserves a little 
that we should forsdce him in our turn.* — - 
Whati^er she could say, repellied not the 
Marquis; he still importuned her to write to 
Don Lewis to return. One day among the 
rest, she had gpt intp his closet to sp^ to 
him about some affairs, when she found bim' 
busied in reading a letter of Pon Lewis's, 
which he had lately received. 

.(< She would have retbed I but. he took this 



/ 

/ 
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Opportunity to oblige her to do what he would 
have her. He told ber very serioutiy, * That he 
could no longer bear the absence of his cousin ; 
that he was resolved tp go find him ; that it 

: wa^ already two years since he had been gone^ 
without, intimating any desire of jreturning to 
his friends and country ; that he was per- 

. juaded he would yield a greater deference to 

. lierTeqoests than his ; that he conjured ber to 
write to him; and that^ in fine, ;she might 
choose either, to give him this sati^action, ot 
he content to see him part for Naples, where 
X>on Lewis was to make some stay. She re«> 
lilained surprised and perplexed at this pro- 
posal; but knowing he expected with grent 
impatience her determination, ' What would 
you have me say to him, my Lord ?* said she to 

.4iim, with a sorrowful countetiaace.—* Dictate 
-this letter to me, I will write it; I can do 
no more ; and I believe this is more than I 
ought* The Marquis, transported with joy, 
most affectionately embraced her: he thanked 
lier for her compliance, and made her write 
these wprds: — ' 

. .<< < If you BWe any kindne^sJ fbr us, defer 
ndt your return : i hare^ Very urgent reasons 
to desire it I am Mt a little concerned that 
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yoii^sboW'ixick indifEefeh/ce'towBfcbi 8^^ wkkk 
i& an QiKfaeBtktfidble »dicafUon 'ttet yoa-mdNb 
no ddlsght in ovkt oooxpany* Returo, 9im| 
Lewis — I earnestly wish it— ^I intveiit ym* 
and if it were fit fer oie to use ifiove urgi^ . 
terms^ I would wj, perhaps,---! conunfiiKl 
you to do- it!' 

. ^^ The Maitpiis made a sii^le packet- cl 
this fatal letter^ to the end that^Don LevUM 
might not tbidt it w^is by hitf order the Miea*-^ 
ehioniess bad- wrote it; and having sent i^ to 
the courier, he expected tlie success with 'ex«^ 
tcaordiuary .impatience. What became of this 
lDT:ec at the aight of so dear and unex- 
pected an drder (—-Although he had remarked 
dispositiooa of tenderness in the eouiiteoalaM 
of this fair per^on^ yet he dared- not promise 
himself ahe could desire bi^ return -.his reaseil 
revolted a^inst .bisjoy: /How unhappy & ' 
wretph 1 a9i!''said be; ^ \ .?idore the moist 
amiabla of all women, ^aud yet I dUire not -oflFeir 
to please hen ^ jSheLhi^iikJlHdii^s fof me, yet 
honour j^ndfriietict^hiip wit^bhold me from makiii^ 
tile least advantage of it* - What [th/allrldo 
then,. O faeavensil rl^hat. shpn I,do?<^^at; 
tered nyself i^at abaence would, cure- m£i 
B 5 
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akui tbis is afemedy wlucfa I bave fimitlesstj ^ 
Iri^. I i^Kve never cast mme eyes on her 
piclure» but hare, found myself siiofe in ioye, 
and nutfo nisevabk^ than when I saw iier every 
imf. ' I^nnst obey her — she ccMnmands my 
retiim^-<'^he desires to see me; and she cannot 

, be ignorant of my passion. When I took my 
leave of ker, my eyes declared to her the secret 
#f my hMrt; and when I qbH to mind what 
Isawinher'Sy all my reflexions then are to 
no )3iiivpose ; for I ^solve rather to die at her ' 
feet, than to live remote from her.' 

^' He parted without Any delay^ and with- 
out taking leave of his firiends.; He left « 
l^entleman to excuse him tonmnib themy and 
to ord^br his afiairs. He was in snch .f^at- 
haste to see the Melrchioness^ atid he used such 
diligence to he with her, that nobody hot he 

' i;ou)d have 4oi]fe. ArriviDg at: Cagliari, the 
l^pitalof :6ar4agnei he understood .that the 
ijMarquis ai^d his^ wife ,were at a sM^tely conntry«> 
hpuse^ wbe^re. . the Yioeroy , was ^gwe to give 
them a visit, with all his( coort.j He le^rjAed;^' 
moreover, that the M^irquis de ^arbarw pre*^ 
pare4 for hgpn a gre^^ f^^t, wheipe. there wer^ 
to be held jpsts, or ^Q^raament^ after >he an^ 



dbyGoogk 



tBTTBIlS FROM STAIN; ^B 

cient manner of the Moon : he was the de- 
fendanty and was to oiaiatain. That a huabaad 
beloved, is hapjHer than a lorer. 

'' Several gentlemen that were not of ihii 
c^nion, were preparing themselves to go aiul 
dispute the prize, which the Marchioness, at 
the Vice-queen's intreaty, was to give to the 
conqueror : it was a scarf, embroidered with 
her own hands, wrou^^t with cyphers. No 
one was ta appear but those who were masked 
and ^sguised, to the end that all might be 
freer and more gallant. 

<^ Don Lewis had a secret "v^ication, in 
finding the Marquis so well satisfied: < He 
ia beloved,' said he; ^ I cannot but look on lum 
aa my rival, and as an happy rival; hot we 
most endeavour to disturb his happiness, in 
triumphing over his vain glory.' Having 
formed this design, he would noi appear in 
town. He caused to be mai^e a suit of striped 
green satin, embroidered with gofd, and all 
his liveries were of the same colour, to denote ' 
has new hopes. • 

** When he entered into the lists, eveiy 
body had their eyes on him : his magnificence 
and his air gave emulation to the cavaliers, and 
great curiosity to the ladies. The Marchioness 
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felt a tecret emotton, of wliicb she eonld not 
discover llie cause^ He was phced very near 
the balcony, where fllie sate with the Vice« 
qiieen; but there was no lady there which 
did -not lose aU her lustre near that of the 
Marchioness. -^^ Her youthful air, which ex*" 
f^eded not eighteen, years, her lovely white 
and red cheeks, 4ier eyes so sweet and gracefn}^ 
her stfarlet lips and little mouth, agreeable snatie^ 
and her shape, which surfsissed ^e faires^ 
made her .the admiration of ail the world. 

** Don Lewis was so ravished in seeing hes 
$0 cfaarmiDg, and to observe ye^t in her coun- 
tenance a languishing sorrowful air, that he 
flattered himself to have therein a part; and 
this was the first. mom^;itt wherein he thought 
himself happy. When his turn came, he raa- 
against the Marquis, and smote him so dez^ 
terously, that he got the advantage all almig 
of him; so. that, in a word, he gained the jmm 
with a general applause, ^and witK^ie appio<« 
hation of every one present. He threw ham-*, 
self at the Marchioness's feet, toreceii^it at 
her hands; he akered the toneof his vok^; 
and speaking to her wi^h his^ mask, on, lorn 
eoiHigh not to be heard but only by her -"^^ 
'J>i vine person/ said he to heir^ ^ be pleased to 
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obserre ;vi^9t ibrtune decides in ftitroiir of 
lovers,' He dared not to say more to her: 
and, ivkbout. knowing him^ she, gave him i^cf 
"prize, with that natttrali grace with which aH 
her actions were, accompamed* 

*' He suddenly withdrew himself, for fear 
ofjbeing kBOwii ; for this might have been- an 
t>ccasiQn of quarrel between the Marquis and 
hkn ; and wkbout doubt he would not have 
easily pardoned the victory he obtained over 
him. This obliged Tiim to keep Wmself con- 
ceal^ for some ^ys. The Viceroy and hi$ 
Lady returned to Caglisi|i ; and the Marquis 
and Marchioness accompanied them thitbef, 
with the whaie court. * 

^^ Don Lewis then showed himself : he pre^ 
tended he jvm* then arrived,, and made^ as if 
he knew not what hod passed in the field* 
The • M^rcfuiff de Barbaran was transported 
with joy in seeing him, and absence bad not 
at all altered the affection he bad for this dear 
rebLtk>ifc. He had uo difficult task to find a 
finrourable >mienEi)ent wherein vto entertain hii 
»nii»bie Mitrdrieness: he had as m^ch liberty 
kk their lodgings aa in bis own; lind you ma^ 
weft judge, Madam, that be forgot not to mten^ 
tiea die j^ze be had vecwed from her Mi 
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hands : ^ How wretched am I ! ' said he to heV, 
^ that you did 'not know me i Alas, Madan^ 
I flattered myself, that by some secret pre- 
sentiments you would learn that no one but I 
could sustain with such passion the cause of 
lovers against husbands.' — ^ No, my Lord/ said 
she to him, with an angry and disdainful air, to 
take' away all hdpe from him, ^ I could never 
have imagined that you could ha^ve been patr<m 
of so foul a cause ; and I could not have be* 
lieved you could have taken such strong en- 
gagements at Naples, that jroii shouhl <:ome as 
far. as Sardagne to triumph over a friend who 
tnabtained my interdists a« weltasMs own.^--*- 
'I shalLdie with regret^ Madam^*- said4)on 
Lewis, * if I have displeased you in what I have 
done.;- and were yotimoi^fwoimi^ly disposed, 
wadL I might dare to malce you -my eonfrtante, 
it would Jie no hard matter for meio persuade 
you, that, it is not at Naples I^have left the 
oI:^ect of my vows.' ^ 

'f The Marchioness, apprehendingWi^uld 
apeak more thanshe was witting to hear, and 
appear sensibly touched with th^ reproach she 
made him, put pn a more pleasing coun- 
tenance, and^ turning the conversation into a 
tone of raiUery, answered him, Mle tooktdo 
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seriously what she bad said to bkn.' He dared 
not mdce use of this occasion to declare his 
love to ]|^er; for though he lored her aboTe all 
^i>^gs, yet he respected her no less. 

<< When he had left her he began to blame 
himself for his fearftilness: ' Shall 1/ said he^ 
' always suffer without seeking any remedy ! * 
It was some time before he oould meet with a 
favourable opportunity, because the Mar- 
chioness studiously avoided him; but being 
come one night where she waS| he found her 
alone ia an inward room, lying on a bed in a 
most lovely manner, and most becoming un* 
dress; her hair being fastened with knots of 
diamondsi hung carelessly about her breasts. 
The trouble she felt on seeing Dou Lewi^* 
^ appeared on her QOuuteoaDce, ttod rendewd 
her yet more lovely : h^ drew near her wi^ 
an awful and respectfiU air, and fell domi on 
his knees by her; he looked on her for some 
time, not daring to. speak; but becoming a 
little more bold, * If you consider, Madam,' said 
he to her, ^the piteous condition wh^eunto 
you have reduced me, you will eaaUy com^ 
prebend that it b no Ipnger in my powc^ to keep, 
silence. I could not avoid s^ch ineyitable 
strokes as you have giyen me; I have add^ 
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3roa as sooii» 1 8sw you- ; I ba?e endeaTowed 
to cure layself in Ay ing from' you ; I have of- 
fered tbe^ greatest "violeoce Ho myself^ ia en- 
deavouring^ to master my p^^sstoB. 'You Jba^ef 
fegalled ine, JMJiadani, from $ayw6kum»ty e^ile, 
aHjd I am 'dying a thousand tuiiiffi a day/ uo- 
<:ertataof my de8i;uiy :^ iff you be cruel enough 
Ao i^efuse me your pLi;y, sufii^iv ^tfvl^as^y 4iiat, 
liftving made known to yoa myrfgissmi, I may 
die witb^rief at yo^r feet.' The^ M6ix^bkme§s 
mm 9omke ttme withont reitrolving to aii«iver fatoi^ 
JJMjt.at length gaimng assueanoe, ^'1 aeknofr- 
^dge,' said she, ^Don L^Ms;,tbat. I am not 
wboUy .ignorant ofone part ofyour semiment^s^ 
butl'Was williiig t9 persuade^ myselif it was the 
.^eQ|Liof'aii.iiisi9<:e«t,:aiFecti^^ -■ liiakealenot 
a partner of. your etiktf e ^^^ you^ oommit (me, 
wben'you^' Ib^tray the^friendsbip due to. my 
hnsbartd: but, alas! j'wriViH pay b«t too 
iletorfy for this*; for I -kn^w. that duty forbids 
you to love ihe*; and - in respeotl,'»it does not 
only forbid me to love you, buttofly^ from 

.^you. I will do it, < Don iLewisy^ I wHl avoid 
you; and I do niit knbvv*, wbetbar I ought 

^Bot to hate yotH but, alas ! it seems impossN 
bfe for me to do ^iti*-^ 5 What da^youj then, 
IfaMlam/ aiwweped h&, iiueftiipiingbery baling 
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fall of giief and despair/ ^ when you pronctince 
the sentence of my death? You cannot hate 
me, say you ? Do you not hate me, and' d^ 
you not do me all the mischief you are able, 
when you resolve to avoid me ? Make an end; 
Madam,make an end ; leave not your vengeance 
imperfect; sacrifice me toyo»r duty, apd your 
husband ; for my life cannot but be odious, if 
you take from irie the hopes of pleasing you;* 
She looked on him with eyes fiili of languirii* 
ing : *Don Le«ris,* said she to him, * you re- 
proach me with what I wduld desiei've.* In 
ending tb^e' words, she atdse, fearing gteatfy 
lest betuffeclion should triumph oveif her rea* 
scto J and notlirfthstdAding his endeavours to 
prevent her, she passed into a chamber wher6 
heir women were. 

** She thought she had gained much on her- 
self, in forcing her way out of this conversa- 
' tion, without answering so favourably as her 
heart could have witched; but love is a se- 
ducer, which must not be in any sdrt heark- 
ened to, if one will not be totally overcome 
by him. From that day, Don Lewis began to 
tliink himself happy, though be wanted many 
things to complete bis felicity; The Mar- 
chioness, in eifect, had a: principle of nvtiatfi^ 
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which opposeditself always with success tathe 
^sires of her lover. 

** He had no longer those scruples of friend- 
ship for the Marquis de Barbaran, which had 
so greatly disturbed his mind ; love had per- 
fectly banished friendship; nay, h& even 
secretly bated him. 

..^ In fine, Don Lewis, flattering bunself, 
'th^t perhaps he might fio^ a &vouisible mo- 
ment to affect the Marchioness's heart mth 
so^e pityi, ^arefoUy sought it; ftnd t^find i^ 
ocie day wb^n it was very hot, knowiog that, 
•iftip. waa wont to retire to repose herpelf aft^ 
d^imer, as is cpst^oiary in that CjQ^ntiy, he 
c^me to her, doubting fl>ot Uutevery body was 
asleep in the house. 

'^ She was in a ground ropoi which looked 
into tb^ gafd#n -^ aU. w£^ fast and shut dose, 
ei^ept a little v^iiHlow, whi^^by |iQ;saw.on b^ 
bi;d tliis chinning creature^ She was iu a pro- 
found sleep, half undressed ;- he bad the tkue 
to discover si^h beauties as. still augmented 
f the force of hU passion. He approached so 
sQ^y pa her, that she. did not awal^e : it w^ 
already some naomeQtsthat he had looked on 
her with all the transports of a man anuiaed, 
, when^ seeing her poked breasts^ he could nut 
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forbear kisaing tbetn. She ar6se on a sudden •— ^ 
she ha4 nqt her eyes open — the chamber was 
dark — ^and she could never have believed 
Don Lewis could have been so bold. I have 
already told'yoit. Madam, that he resembled 
the Marquis de Batbaran ; she did not doubt 
then but it was he ; and calling Mm several 
times, her dear Marquiit and husband^ she 
tenderly embraced hini. He well knew his 
error; whjetever pleasure it prociircd hitD^he 
could hate liisbed to hare owed this only to 
his mistresA^^ favours; But, O heavens 1 hofir 
unfortunately M happened ! — the Marquis 
came in this dangcitms moment; and ii was 
not without'the gr^ate^it fury he saw the libeity 
Don Lewis took with his wife. At the' noise 
he made in enteting, s^be had turned her eyei 
towards the door; and seeing faet iiusbantl 
enter, whom, she thought she had already in 
her arftis^ kis impossible to represent her 
afflictionand astohishiiient. 

'^ Don Lew^ ama«(edatthb accident, flat* 
tered himself, that perh^>s he was not known :> 
he passed immediately into the gallery, and 
finding a window was opened into the garden, 
be thl^w himself out of it, and immediately 
passed through a back doon The Marquii 
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pursued him, ^itfaourt being able to overtake 
hiau In returnmg the same way be came, be 
uiibappiiy found the Marchiouesg*s picture, 
which' Don Lewis had drop'ped as he ran : he 
ioitnediatdy mbde most cruel reBexions here- 
upon. This picture of bis Wife, and the 'si^ht 
of her embracing him -*- all thiis made him no 
viojttgef dciubt of his wife^s folshood : * I am 
betrayed/ cried he, * by her whom I lored 
dearer than my own life : was there ever a 
more iinhappy man in "Am W^Id V In ending 
theseword8,hev#etitrrne'd t;x>fai»'i^ife*s chamben 
. She iimmdcUatelyi ihtew fiiets'el^ at lAk (e^ti ind 
Btidting mta te^i^^ w6uld* li^ve justi fifed her- 
self, and made known to 'hhn h^ innocence^ 
bttt the spirit of ^ei^tisy bad- sofulty possessed 
Um^ *^that he- violently repulsed her: he 
be^kened only 'to tte transports of his rage 
and despair; and, turhi^i^ away his eyes^ that 
he might not see so lovely an object, he bad 
the barbarity to strike bis dagger int^'%he breast 
ofthe^most beadtiful and most viitnous wo- 
man in the world; She oifere'd hcrsr^ to be 
slaughtered a)s an irtnocent sacrt&ce, and her 
soul issued out in'a stream of "bloody 

" * O God!' cried I, * O inipri»dent Don 
Lewisi'^why 'did yoU leave this chai'tfoinglady. 
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to the fiory ! of ah amoroas jinsbkad transpocted^ 
mthjeakmsy ! Yoja oaigbt hai^e^natched her 
out dT his pruel hands.'-*^ < Alaa^ Madaoi/ re-> 
plied this gentlemao, < he knew not what he did ; 
for -what. wxvaM hehav^e done atunother time to 
faate.prislreaitii^d.siich a. mistfottuAe ? * ' 

<f As «oQja d$ tbe auMtuBate Marehioeeat 
had tendered ^her last breath, her cruel execun' 
tioD^r shut her apam^eot, took all the. money' 
and jewels he bad, motsnted 911 horsj^back^aod 
fled with ^1 the speed he could. Doa Lewifl# 
restfefls and, ^lorearao^oas^ than ever, returnedj 
thither in the ^ening, notwithstanding whatn 
ever might be&l hhn: .he was surprised wb^a^ 
he vas'tdd. the MarchiQiie^s' was still as|(sepi 
H^ in}4^[ie4i0tely. .weni i^tp .the gardei^ aQ4' 
entered:. ifft^ the i^aljefy,. th^et^h the sa^ie 
wii^<^ jpiim^ h^ M4 found Qpe«, and fr<^ 
theilf^/caofe ^^totiie ebainb^^ J^ was $9 ^aiikj^ 
that be wqs forppd to yf^!lk wwJy> whea ht? 
felt s(wet}^Qg which had like to haye ipadtf 
hi^j^l|'*«Trbe ^toc^d dow.Oji 4Pd fouud it \f^ . 
a 4^ b!9dy q he utf^rjed * grea^ sbri^, and 
do«|bt^Qg. j^ b)it it . Wa^ tbiit Of b^ dear niiSf^ 
tr^«&9».JM ^nk 4(9W^ with, grief* 30me of the 
MarchigDfss'f «(1H0^n walking undia: the win-* 
doWft. <4i ^^ ^ap^^t|«M5At, h^r4:JPon Lewis's 
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cries : they easily g6t up through Oa/e sao^e wia^ 
dour, and entered the foook Whata«ad.iq»ecta- 
de ! what a tamentaUe ^gbt* was this ! I cannot 
find words to dmoteto yon die horror of this 
scene. Don Lewis tnk no sooner come to him* 
self, by the force of remedies, l^t hb grief, 
rage, and despair, broke out with such vio- 
lence, ifaat it was impossible to calm him; 
and I am persuaded he had not out*lived her 
vi^ose loss he Qccasionied, if the desire of 
vengennce had not re*animated hioa. 

^^ fie parted tike one furious in search of 
1^ Marquis de Barbaian. He sought him 
^erywheitie without hearing aiiy news of him— 
hi^'ran over Icitly, tfttversW Germany, went 
Into Flanders, and passed into Fiance. He 
was told that the Marquis was at Valentia in 
Spain: hecame there, and met n^ with him. 
In fine, three years being passed, withbut 
finding th^ means of saerifldng his enemy to 
his ttiistress's ghost, dirine ^race, which is 
mesistible, and pStttcularly ' on great souls, 
toilched his Ik>' elBdicibusIy, that he imme- 
diately changed his diesire Of revenge into 
Prions desires of leaving the ^orld, and nfiinded 
only the fitting himself for another life. 

•* B^ing filled^ith this spirit, he returned 
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into Sardagne. He sold all his estatei which 
he distributed among some of his friendii) who 
with great merit were yet very poor; arid by 
this means became so poor himself, that he - 
reduced hiii»elf .to the begging of alms. 

, ^* He had heretofore seen, in going to Ma« 
dridy a place, very fit to make, an hermitage 
(it is towardii Hottnt Dragon) : this mountain 
is almost inaceessible, and you cannot paiss to 
it but. through an overture, which ia in the 
midst of a great i^k ; it is stopped up when.; ti;)M^' 
snow falls ; and the hermitage lies buried more 
than six months under it. /Don Lewi^ cauafd 
one to be baillhere,- wber^rbe lvasdesi|tous..t9: 
pass whole years, without seeing any one* 
He mf dp such provisions as. were neces^ry, 
having good bo<^s, and thus remained in thist 
dismal solitude ; but this year his friends forced, 
tdrn thence, by reason of a great sickneps,' 
which had like to have cost hiiii his l^e. .It 
is four years sinc0 he h^hrd, this holy spi^ 
ritual life, an4 so different from thu to.wtuisk . 
he was bom, %h^tf it is with^reat trouble«he 
sees any of his acquaintance. 

'^ As to the MaiTquis de Barbara^ he has.'. 
whoUy left the isle of Sards^e, where he has. 
not the liberty to return. .1 am informed he 
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is floamcd ag^ia at AnvifeiB, to the widow of m. 
Spaniard, named Fonceca. 

^' And it is he hiooself that has related to 
one of my friends the pardcalan of hia 
crime ; . and. he is so furioiisly tortured with the 
Remembrance of it, that he imagines he con* 
tinually sees his wife dying, and reproaching 
him with his fury and jealousy. In a word^ 
he has contracted such a deep melancholy, 
that his death is thought by eTory one to be 
near, or at least the loss of hM seti$es.'* . 

Th^ gentleman here was silent^; • aild I not 
beio^ able to forheajr weeping at so tra]^cal a 
vriation, Don Femand de Toledo, who had 
observedat, . and would not take notice of it, 
fpr fear of interrupting the relation, rallied 
me about my tenderness, telling me how well 
be ,vas pleased- to find me so 'Compassionate, 
and that I should not be long before 1 met 
with objects fit to exercise it om I did not 
so ,mi}ch mind the returning an answer to 
himy as the thanking this gentleman, who 
was pleased to entertain me with the recital of 
so extraordinary an adventure. I intreated 
h^m to' make my complimenis to Don Lewis, 
and to give him from me two pistoles, seeing 
he lived iipon alma. Don Fernand, and each 
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of the cardiers^ gave at much. *^ Here is,** 
said the gentleman tQ us, ^^ sufficient to enrich 
the poor of Victoria; for Don Lewiaappco^ 
priates not such great charities as these to him* 
aelf.'^ We told hioi, that he was the master, 
and might dispose of the money as he pleased, 
BUt.to rejturn to my adventures* 

Although I had a passport from the, King 
of Spain, the best specified, and most general, 
that is possible, yet I was obliged to take a 
billet from the toll^houset ; for, without this 
precaution, all pay clothes had been confis- 
cated. *^ To what pu^pse then is my pass^ 
port?" said I to them.r-*f To none at a^l," 
replied they. The surveyors and officers of 
the customs would not so much as cast their 
eyes on it: they told me, the. king must come 
and assure them that this cider was from him. 
It is to no. purpose for any one to allege his 
being a stranger, and ignpraiU of the usages 
of the country; for they ansiyer coolly, "That 
the stranger's ignorance makes the Spaniard's 
profit.'' The bad weather has kept me here 
two days, during which I saw the governess, 
and the play. The principal place of this 
town is adorned with a very fine fountain 
standing in the midst: it is encircled with 
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the . town-house, the prison, two convent^ 
and several welUbuilt houses. Her^ is a new 
town and an old one: every body forsakes 
this latter to dwell in the other. Here are very 
rich merchants: their chief trade is at St. 
Sebastian or Bilbo : they send great store of 
iron to Grenada, Estramadour, Gaiicia, and 
other parts of the kingdom, I observed that 
the great streets are set with fine trees, which 
are watered with streams running by them. 
From . Mount St. Adrian hither, it is seven 
leagues; in fine, I am just settiug out, and 
inust end this long letter. It is late, and I 
have told to you so n^uch of what I have seen, 
that I have mentioned nothing .of my affec* 
tions to youi believe me, however, dear 
oousin, that I am, and ever shall be. 

From Victoria^ Your's* 

Fth. 24. 



LETTER m. 

My letters are so long, that it is hard 
to believe, when I finish them, . that I 
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liave any thing move to tell you; yet, my 
dear cousId, 1 never dose any, but there ie« 
mains^ still sufEcient for another. Were I 
only to speak to you of my friendship, this 
would be an inexfaanstiUe subject; you may 
form some judgment of it from the pleasure I 
find in obeying your commands. You are 
desirous to know all the particulars of my 
voyage — I will therefore go on to relate 
th^n: — 

I set out late from Victoria, by reason of 
my stay at the governess's, whom I before 
mentioned; and we went to lie at Miranxla. 
The country is very pleasant as far as Avigny : 
we came afterwards by a difficult way to the 
banks of the river Urola, whose noise is the 
greater, as it is full of rocks, on which the 
water dashes, beats up, and &IIs down, and 
forms natural cascades in several places. We 
continued to ascend the high mountains of 
the Pyrenees, where we ran a thousand sevie- 
ral dangers. We saw the ancient ruins of an 
old castle, where ghosts and spirits have their 
apartments, as well as in that of Quebara: it. 
is near Gargason, and being to stop there to 
show my passport, because here certain cus« 
toms are paid to the king, I learned from the 
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alcade of the borougb, who drenr neat 'my 
litter to talk with me, that it is' tl^ oommon 
seport of the couatry, that there were for- 
merly a king and a queen heref, who had. so 
fine and beautiful a woman to their ctaughter, 
that she was rather taken for a goddess than a 
mcNTtal creature. She was called J/inz ; and it 
h from her name came the mita of the Spa- 
nianls, which is to say, < j^ook ye ; * for as soon 
as ever she appeared, all the people atten^ 
tirely beheld her, and cried out, ' Mira, Mira;' 
and here is the etynsology of a word drawn 
£ftr enough. Thk princess was never seen by 
any body who became not desperatdy in love 
with her: but her disdainfulness and indif* 
ferenoe made all her lovers pine away— * the 
fatal basilisk never killed so many pec^le avtbe 
beautiful and dreadfol Mira:— -she thua depo«* 
pulated her father^s kingdom; and all the 
countries thereabouts were fail c^ deceased 
^nd dying lovers. After they had in vaia 
addressed themselves to her, they lastly ap- 
plied tibemselves to heaven, to demand venge* 
ance on her cruelty : the gods r at length 
grew angry, and the goddesses were not much 
behind them in the exercise of this passion; 
so that, to punish her, the scourges of heaven 
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Anished the. destruction of her fathered king* 
dom. Id this general calamity he coU9ulted 
the oracle, which told him^ ^' That all these 
misertes would not have an end, till Mjira 
bad expiated the mischief which her eyes had 
done» and that she must be gone ; that Des* 
tiny would conduct her to the place where 
fihe was to lose her repose and liberty.^' The 
princess obeyed, believing it impossible for 
her to be touched with tenderness r— she car« 
ried only her nurse widk her--^she was ckd ' 
like a simple shepherdess, lest she should be 
taken notice of, whether at sea or laud — she , 
ran over a great part of the world, committing 
every day matiy murders, for her beauty wa« 
not diminished by the' £at]g^ of her travdft. 
She arrived ae4etigth^oear this old caatle, whioh 
belonged to* a jH>Ufig Count, called Nios^ ^n« 
dowed with a thousand perfections, but ex« 
tremely proud and reserved. He spent hii» time 
in the woods : as soon as ever he perceived % 
woman, he fi^d from her, and of aM things 
he saw' iin thd world, she was his greateat 
aversioi^^ The beautiful Mira was resting 
herself oiie day under the shade of some trees, 
when Nios passed by, qlothed with a lion's 
skin, a bow at his girdle, and a mac^ oql hi(» 
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thoulder: bis hair was all clotted togetfieiv 
and his face besmeared like a chimney •sweep* 
er's (this Cfrcumstance is observable), yet the 
princess thought him the most handsome mai^ 
in the world. She ran after fairs as if she had 
been mad ; and he ran from her as if she had 
been in the same condition.. She lost the sight 
of him — she knew not where to find him — 
was then in the greatest sorrow^ weejung day 
and night with her nurse. Nios returned to 
the chiK^ — she saw Mm a^in, and wpuld have 
' foUbwed him. As soon as.he perceived her^ he 
did as at first; and Mijra: betook. herself agiiiti 
to her lamentations; ' but her passioia^ giving 
\mr new strei^b^ she«.Qul:*^Fan him — stopfied 
Mm; taking hold of his Ipcks, iptreating him 
tea look, on jier, tbinkiag thi9t;^v9s eaongb to 
epgage him: be cast bi» eyes on^iber with a$ 
much indifference as if she had been an or^ 
binary perscni. Never woman was more sur- 
prts^ed — she would not leave him — she forced 
ber^elf with him to bis castle ; whe^e as sooii 
as.^he had entered^ he tbeceleltihoyiaQd was 
no more seen,. The poor Mirii, being,^aot to 
be comforted, died, with grief^ And fi?om that 
tiiEne you beai: deep sighs and groans, which 
come from the <»tatle of Nios. The youi^g 
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wenches of the country are used to go there, 
and cany'^her little presents of fruits and 
milk, which they set down at the mouth of «i 
cave, where no one dares en-ter : they said, 
this was to comfort her; hut this has been 
abolished as superstitious. And though I be- 
lieved not a word of whatever was told me at 
Gargason, in relation to Mini and Nios, yet I 
was pleased in the recital of this story, of 
which I omit a thousand particulars, for fear 
of tiring you by its length. My waiting womau 
was so affected with this relation, that she was 
for having us return back again, to set at the 
mouth of the cave some red partridges, which 
my people had brought: she imagined the 
princesses ghost would, be mightily comforted 
ia receiving this tet^mony of our ^Ood wili^ 
but, for my part,. I,- thought I should be more; 
content than her, in having those partridges 
for my supperi We ^sed the river of Urpia, 
on a great st<Hie bridge; and having gone over 
another, with difficulty enough, by. reason of 
the meltedsnow, we arrived at Miranda d' Ebro. 
This is a great village, or a little town. Here ia 
a large place adorned with a fountain: the 
river Ebro, which is one of the most con* 
siderable of Spain, traverses iu You see on 
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the top of a mountain the castle, with several 
towers: it appears to be of some strength ; and 
there issues out so great a stream from a rock 
on *which it is built, that it turns several mills. 
I could not observe any thing else worth 
writing to you. 

The three knights I spake of to you, were 
arrived before me, and had given all requisite 
orders for supper; so we ftte together; and 
though the night appeared well advanced, be- 
cause the days are short in this season, it was 
not late; so that these gentlemen, who showed 
me great respect and civility, asked me how 
I would pass the time. I proposed to them 
the playing at ombre, and that I would go 
halves with Don Fernaod de Toledo. They 
accepted th« offeif. Don Frederic de Cacv 
donne said he had rather converse with me 
than play; so the three others began, and I 
tor some time gave myself over to the looking 
on them, with great pleasure, for their way 
is quite different from ours* They never utter 
a word : I do not say, to complain (for this 
Would be unworthy the Spanish gravity), but 
to demand a garw^ to cut higher, or to show 
t^at one nmy take some other advantage: in 
a" word, -they seem to be statues of pieces of 
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German clock^worit, nen^r appearing trant^ 
ported with either g€>CMl or bad lucL Amoii|^ 
other discourse which I bad with Don. Frederic 
de Cardonne, he tc^ me^ there .were two. 
observable things in Calalonia, one of which, 
is a mountain of salt, partly whi^e as snow, and 
the other part clearer than crystal; that there 
is blue, green, violet, orange, and a thousand 
different colours, which yet lose their tincture 
when wetted. It continually forms itself, and 
grows there ; and though cominonly the places 
where salt is to be found are so barreUj tfaafe 
you see not so much as an herb, y^t there aie 
here pine-trees of great height, and excellent 
vineyards. When the sun darts its rays on 
this mountain, it looks as if it wholly consisted 
of the most precious stones in the world : but 
the best of it is, that it yields a good revenue* 
The other particular he mentioned to me,, 
was of a fountain, whose water is very good,. 
and of the same colour as claret: ^^ I have 
never heard any thing of this," said I to hinu; 
** but one of my relations, who has. beien 4i. 
Catalonia, has assured me there is a,£ountaiii 
near Balut, whose water is as others are for 
colour, and yet, whatever you put therein ap- 
pears like gold:" — ^* I have seen it, Madamy*^ 
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continued Don Frederic ; ** and I rememtier a 
man that was yerj covetous, and more foolisb^ 
went there every day to put in his silver, 
hoping in time it would be changed into gold : 
but he Was so far from enriching himself that 
he was ruined; for in>me peasants, more subtle 
and crafty than he, having perceived what he 
did, stood watching a little lower, and the 
stream of the water would now and then bring 
smne pieces to them. If you return iiito France 
by Catalonia,^ added be, ^' you may see this 
fountain." — "It is not that which can draw 
.«ne thither," replied I, ** but the desire of 
passing by Montferat, would make me under- 
take a longer journey." — ** It is situated," 
«aid he, '^ near Barcelona, and is a place of 
great devotion: it seems as if the rock was 
sawed through the middle. The church stands 
high, is small and obscure. By the help of four- 
score and ten lamps of silver, you perceive the 
image of the virgin, which looks very duskish^ 
and is held for miraculous. The altac cort 
Philip the Second thirty thousand crowns; and 
here are every day seen pilgrims from all parts 
of the world. This holy place abounds with 
heroiitages, inhabited by persons of great de^ 
fotioa; these are commonly men of good hirlh, 
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who have not left the world till they have well 
tried it, aud who appear much taken with the 
s^^eeld of their retirejoaentSy tjiough the place 
be dismal; and it would have been. impossible 
to have access to it, had not a pastoge been 
cnt through the rocks. Yet yavt find here 
several agreeable objects, a curious prospect, 
Tarions springs, gardens well-dressed by theT 
nuns' own hands, and every where a certain air 
of solitude and devotion, which mightily effect 
those who come there. — We have another 
famous place of devotion,^' added he, ^^ and 
that is Neustra Senora del Pilar: it is at Sara- 
gossa, in a chapel on a pillar of marble, where 
our lady holds the babe Jesus in her arms. It 
18 pretended, tHat the virgin appeared on this 
same pillar to St. James; and the image is 
here worshipped with great reverence. It can- 
not be well observed, because it stands so high, 
and in a very dark place; so that without th^ 
flambeaux it could not be seen at all. Here 
are always fifty lamps burning : gold and pre- 
cious stones shine here on all sides; and th^ 
piigrima come here in great shoals. But yet,'' 
says he, " I may truly say, in favour of Sara- 
gossa, that ii is one of the finest towns you 
can see : itis sitoated along the £bro in ^ va$t 
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fields and is adorned with great baildings, 
rich churches^ a stately bridge, &^i^.^^pen 
placet, md ihe most chansiff^ women in the 
world, who love French, and will (Mnit no- 
thing to oblige you to speak well of them, if 
you pass by there.*^ — I told hioi, ** I had al* 
ready heard several things spoken of them to 
their commendation : bat,^* continued T, ^' this 
country is very barren, ond the soldiers can 
hardly subsist in it." — "In effect," refrfied he, 
. ** whether the air be bad, or that they want ne- 
cessaries, the Flemmings and Germans cannot 
live there; and if they do not die there, it is 
because they run away. The Spaniards and 
Neapolitans are more prone than they. to de- 
^ sert : these last passed through France, to return 
into their country ; the others coast the Py- 
renees alon^ Languedoc, and enter Castile by 
Navarre, or Biscay. Thia js a course which 
the old soldiers fail not to steer ; for the new- 
raised ones, they perish in Catalonia, being 
not accustomed thereto; and it is certain, 
there is no place where war is more trouble- 
some to the King of Spain. He maintains his 
forces here with great charge, and the advan- 
tage which the enemy gains of him is not 
small; and I very well know they are more 
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sensible at Madrid for the smallest loss* in Ca**^. 
talonia, than tbey woidd be for the greatest 
in Flanders or Miian^ or eisewfaere. But at 
present," ccMitinaes he, ^* we are going to be 
more at our ease than we hare been, it being 
expected at court that the peace will be last- 
ing, because they talk much of a marriage 
which wUi make a new alliance; and the 
Marquis de 'tJOs Balbares^ Plenipotentiary at 
Nim%uen^ has received orders to go speedily 
to France, to demand of the King Mad^noi- 
seite d'Orleans : therefore it is not doubted but 
the inarriage will be concluded. But it is 
thought very strange Don John of Austria 
Hihould consent to th» marriage-" — " You will 
do me a singular pleasure," said I, interrupt* 
ing him, ^^ if you would inform me of some 
particulars* touching this prince: it is na- 
tural to have a curiosity in relation to persons 
cS his character; and when we come into 
a court where we have never been before, 
we should have some previous notice^ that we 
may not appear novices." He answered rae, 
it would be a great satisfaction to him, if he 
•covld relate any thing that would please me ; 
md he began thus : — 
^* YmL wiU not, periiaps, madam, think it 
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zmissy that I begin at the original of things^ 
and tell you^ that thisi prince was son of one 
of the finest women in Spain, named Maria 
Calderonna. She was an actress, and the Duke 
de Medina de las Torres became desperately 
in love with her: this cavalier had sq many 
advantages above others, that Calderoana 
loved him no less than she was beloved by 
him. In the heat of this intrigcd^,' Philip the 
Fourth saw her, and preferred her to ooe of 
the Queen's maids of honour; but the Queen 
was so grieved at this change of the King 
whom she dearly loved, and had a son 'by, 
that she retired from the world, and betook 
herself to Los del Celsas Reales, where she' 
put on the nun's habit. As for Calderonna, 
her indiuation lying wholly towards the Duke 
de Medina, she would not hearken to the 
King^ without the Duke woidd thereto con- 
sent: she spoke to him of it,- and offered to 
withdraw secretly where he would; but the 
Duke fearing to incur the King's displeasure^ 
answered her, that be was resolved to yield 
up to his Majesty a treasure which he was. not 
in a capacity to contend for. She made him 
a thousand reproaches for thisr she called him 
traitor to bis love, ungrateful towjeurds his 
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tnistfess; and moreover told him, that though 
he was so happy, as that he could dispose 
of his heiyrt as he pleased, yet she could 
not do the same ; and therefore, he must con* 
tinue to visit her, or prepare to see her die 
with, despair. The Duke, affected with so 
great a passion, promised to feign a journey 
to Andalusia, and to remain with her hid in 
a closet. He effectually parted from the court^ 
and afterwards shut himself up (as it was 
agreed) j whatever risque he ran by so.impru- 
dfsut a conduct* The King in the mean tim«| 
was very amorous, and remained very well 
satisfied. She had^ during this, Don John 
d^ Austria; and the resemblance he had with 
the Duke de Medina de las Torres, had made 
it be thought that he was his son ; but though 
the King had other children, and particularly 
the Bishop of Malaga, good fortune decided 
in his favour, and he has been only acknow* 
ledged. 

^^ Don John^s friends say, that ^t was by 
reason of the exchange which had been; macls 
of the son of Calderonna, for the son of 
Queen Elizabeth ; and here is the reason why 
they set forth this change, which is a story 
made on purpose to impose on the world, and 
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wbich I believe has no ground of trotb. 
They pretend, the King being desperately in 
k>ve with this actress, sbe became pregnant 
' at the same time as the Queen ; axkd seeing 
the King's passion was so greatly towards her, 
that she might expect any thing, she so or* 
dered it, that she made him promise her, that 
if the Queen had a son, and she likewise, he 
should put her's in his place: 'What will 
you lose by this. Sir?' said she; * Will it not be 
your son that will still reign, only with this 
difference, that loving me as you say you 
do, you will love him also the better.' She 
had wit, and the King could deny her no- 
things—he consented ; and in efi^ct the biisi* 
Hess was managed with that address, that the 
Queen being brought to bed of a son, asd 
CaMeronna of another, the exchange was 
made. He that shoidd have reigned, and who 
bore the name of Baltazar, died at the age of 
fourteen years. The King was told, it was 
wkh over-heating himself at tennis ^ but the 
truth is, this prince was suffered to keep bad 
company,, which procured him his misfor- 
tunes* It is said, likewise, that Don Pedro 
d^Arragon, his governor, and chief gentlemaa 
of faia chainber, more contributed to this than 



dbyGoogk 



LETTERS FROM SPAIN. 89 



4 



any otber^ suffeting him to bring into his 
apartment a Mroman he loved: after this he 
was taken with a violent fever, and concealed 
the occasion. The physicians, who were igno- 
rant of it, thought to ease him by frequent 
bleedings, which put an end to what strength 
he had ; and by this means they ended his 
life. The Kipg, knowing but too late what 
had happened, banished Don Pedro for not 
hindering this excess, or for not having timely 
discovered it, 

" In the mean time, Don John of Austria^ 
who was brought up the natural son, changed 
not bis condition, though this ought to have 
been, had he. been indeed the lawful son ; 
yiet, notwithstanding this, his creatures affirm^ 
k^ so exactly resembles Q. Elizabeth, that she 
fieeds «K) other picture of her likeness. And 
this opinion fails nbt of gaining credit with the 
peo[Je, who run violently after novelties, and 
who so passionately loved this great Queen, 
that they bewail her still, as if she was but 
now deceased. It is true, that if ^Don John 
of Austria would made his advantage of the^ 
favourable dispositions of the people, he has 
tnet with several opportunities of extending 
his fortune very fer; but his only aim is ta 
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serve the King, and to keep bis subjeets m 
those sentiments of fidelity they pught to have 
for him, 

" To return to Calderonna : — One day the 
King surprised the Duke de Medina with her ; 
and in the excess of his rage he- ran to hitft 
with hb poniard in bis band. He was about 
to kill him, when this woman placed herself 
between them, telling- bim be might strike her 
if be would. Having the most extreme passioa 
for her, he could not but pardon faim, con- 
tenting himself only with banishing him : but 
understanding she continued to love him, and 
wdte to bim, the King studied only how to get 
a new passion. When be had Qne strong, enough 
not to apprehend the charms of Calderonna, 
he sent word to her to retire intp a mpnastery,. 
as is customary^ when the i^ing forsakes bis 
mistress. She put it not p6F, . writing a letter 
to the Duke to bid him adieu; and she re- 
ceived the veil of a^ nun from the band of the 
apostolic nuncio,, who became sinae Innocent 
X. It is. very likely the King believed Doa 
John was bis real son, seeing he loved him sk>^ 
dearly. One thing will appear to you very 
singular, which is, that a King of Spain ba¥«» 
ing natural sons owned by bim, they nevec- 
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ei>ter Madrid durii^ bis life: so Don John 
was hrougbt up at Ocana, which is some 
leagues distsmt ft'om it. The Kmg, his father, 
came often thither, and be made him come 
even to. the gates of the town, where he went 
to meet him. This cdstcmi comes from that 
of the grandees of Spain disputing the rank 
whieh these princes would hold. Don John^ 
before he went into Catalonia, remained com* 
mealy at Buen Retiro, which is a royal seat 
at one of the furthest parts of Madrid, a little 
without the gate ; and. he i showed himself so 
little, that he.wsts never «een at any public 
feaat during the life of the late King : but 
since, times have changed, and bis fortune 
stuida on a different bottom. 

Whikt the Queen- Maria Ann. of Austria^ 
sister io^ibe.EUnperor aiid the' King^s mother, 
governed Spain, and her son was iK>t yet of 
age to hold the rieins of the state, she would 
have always Don John keep from the court ; 
and moreover, found herself so capable of go* 
verliiog, that she ha.d a mind to ease her son 
for a long time of the burden of ruling.^ She 
was not troubled to ^ee him ignorant of what<» 
ever might give a desire of reigning; but 
though she took the greatest precautions to 
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binder him froip perceiving he was under too 
strict a tutelage, .and BufFehog no persons- to 
pome near him but those she was- well assured 
of, yet this hindered not; but some of the 
Kill's faithful servants hazarded themselves, 
by giving him to understand what he might 
do for his liberty. He followe4 the advice that 
was given htm ; and, in fine, having tak«n mea- 
sures accordingly, he stole away one night, and 
went to Buen Retiro. He as soon sent irom 
thence an order to the Queen his mother^ not 
to stir oiit of the ptdace, r 

*^ Don John is of a middle stature^< Welt 
Jriiaped, black iand lively eyes^ and a most 
manly countenance* He is polite, generous, 
and very brave. He is ignorant of notjiing 
befitting his i>irth, being vveU versed ia all arts 
and sciences. He writes and speaks very wdl 
five languages^ and. understands yet mdce. He 
bas f«r a long time studied judicial astrology, 
l-here is na instrument which he cannot make, 
and use with the best masters. He works on 
all kind of meebanics, makes arms,, and paints 
finely. He took a great pleasuse iti the ma^ 
thematics; but.beijiig charged with the go- 
vernment of the sute, he had been obliged to 
lay aside all o^er employmeats. 
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« He came to Buefi Retire in the beginning; 
of the year 1^77 ; and as soon as be »ras there, 
he sent the Queen-mother to Toledo, because 
she had declared against him, and hindered his 
return to the King. Don John had an extreme 
joy in receiving from the King's own hand an 
order to take care of every thing, and to ma- 
nage the affairs of the kingdom ; and it was not 
without occasion he discharged the burden of 
government on him, seeing he then was ig- 
Bwant of the art of reigniiijg. It was alleged 
for a reason of his slow education, that the 
King bis father was dying when he gave him 
life; that when he came into the world, they 
were fain to put him in a box of cotton, being 
so tender and small, that be could not be swad- 
dled ; that he was brought up in the arms, and 
on the knees of the ladies of the palace, till he 
was ten years old, without putting his foot once 
all this while on the ground to walk ; that in 
the sequel^ the Queen" his mother, who was 
engaged by all the tieis bf natural duty to pre- 
serve this only heir of the Spanish branch, 
fearing to lose him, dared not let him study, 
lest by too great an application he should lose 
his health, which in fact was very unsound ; 
and it was observed, that the great number of 
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women, with wliom the King always was, «Sd 
who too sharply reprehended htm for his &iilts 
which be committed, . had inspired him with 
such a great aversion to them, that as soon as 
ever he had notice a lady stayed for him in any 
plaoe he was to pass, he stole anoth^ way, 
or kept himself shut up all day in his chamber. 
The marchioness de LuzVeles, who was his go- 
verness, told me, she waited for an opportunity 
full six mouths to speak with him ^ and when 
chance had brought them unavoidably to hioa, 
he took her petition out of her hand, but turned 
his head another way, for fear he should see 
her. His health is since so increased, that his 
marriage with' the Arcb*duche8s, the Em- 
peror^s daughter, having been broke off by 
Don John, by reason that it was the Queen- 
mother's project, he has desired to marry Ma- 
demoiselle d' Orleans. The circumstances of 
the peace which was lately concluded at Nimi- 
guen, made him cast his eyes towards this 
Princess, with whose excellent qualities. Ma- 
dam, you are better acquainted than I. It is 
hard to believe, that having dispositions so far 
from gallantry, he should become so suddenly 
and vehemently in love with the Queen, as 
he became only on the rehearsal of her good 
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^alities, and at the sight of her ptctur e in 
miniature, which was showed him. He never 
lets it go out of fais hand ; he always holds it 
to his heart; he dialogues with it so prettily, 
as astonishes all the courtiers, for he speaks a 
language he never spoke before; his passion 
for the princess furnishes him with a thousand 
thoughts, which he dares not entrust any body 
with ; he thinks nobody makes haste enough, 
and thereforie sends fresh couriers every day to 
carry his billet-doux, and to bring back news 
of her. 

** When you come to Madrid," added he, 
^ you will hear, Madam, several particulars 
which have without doubt happeDfed since I 
was there, and which will perhaps more sa- 
tisfy your curiosity than what I have related 
to you." — " I am very much obliged to you," 
answered I, "for your civilities; but do me 
the favour to oblige me further, in giving me 
the true character of the Spaniards : you know 
them, and I am persuaded nothing has es- 
caped your inquiries. As you speak to me 
without passion and interest, I may reckon 
myself sure of what you tell me." — " Why be- 
lieve you. Madam," replied he, smiling, "that 
I shall speak to you more sincerely than 
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adiotlier? There are reasons which any 
reader me suspected : they are my raasteri ; 
I iQiist manage them ; and if I be not politic 
enough to do it, the vexation of being Gon« 
strained to obey them, would tempt me to en- 
tertMn notions in their respe<^ contrary to 
truth." — " However, it be," said I, interrupting 
him, <^ pray tell me what you know of them." 
^^ The Spaniards," said he, ^^ have always 
passed for fierce and glorious. This love of 
glory is mixed with gravity ; and they carry it 
so far, that one may call it an extravagant 
pride. They are birave, wittout being rash ; 
yet they are accused of not being daring 
enough. They aire choleric ; revengeful with- 
. out showing any transport ; liberal without os- 
tentation; sober in their diet; very presump- 
tuous in prosperity ; too rampant in adversity ; 
they idolize women ; they are so prepossessed' 
in their favour, that they show no discretion in 
the choice of their wives; they are patient to 
excess, obstinate, idle, singular, philosophers; 
and as to the rest, men of honour keeping their 
words, though it cost them their lives. They 
have a great deal of wit and vivacity, easily 
comprehend, explain themselves with facility, 
and in few words ; they are prudent, jealous 
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without measure, disinterestedi bad ecoho* 
naiE^y close, superstitious, strong Catholics^ 
at least in appearance; they are good poets, 
and write verses with great facility. They 
"would be capable of nobler acquisitions in 
science, would they vouchsafe to apply them* 
pelves thereta 

They have a greatness of soul, elevated wit, 

constancy, a natural seriousness, and a respect 

for ladies, as is not seen elsewhere ; they have 

a set bebaviour, full of affectation, intoxicated 

with their own merit, hardly ever in this par* 

ticular doing right to that of others. Their 

bravery consists in standing valiantly on the 

defensive part, without giving ground, and 

without dreading danger ; but they love not 

to seek it, which proceeds from their great 

judgement : they discern danger, and avoid it. 

Their greatest defect, in my opinion, is the 

passion of revenge, and the means they use 

for this : their maxims hereupon are absolutely 

c^posite to Christianity and honour. When 

they have received an affront, they make him 

be assassinated who has offered it. They are 

not contented with this ; for they cause them 

to be assassinated likewise whom they have of* 

fencledy in the apprehension of being pre- 

VOL. I. F 
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ir^tited; ktiQwingwell, thatiftbey donot kill^ 
they shall be killed themselves. They pre- 
tend to justify themselres herein, when they 
say, that their enemy hanng taken the first 
advantage, they ought to secure themselves of 
the second; that should they fail herein, they 
would wrong their reputation ; that you must 
not fight with a man that has insulted over you, 
but put yourself in a condition to punish him, 
without running half the dangers. It is true, 
that impunity authorises this conduct; for the 
privilege of churches and convents in Spain is 
to give an assured retreat to criminals ; and as 
xiear as they can, they commit these villanies 
hard by a sanctuary, so have the less way to 
an altar; which you see often embraced by a 
villain, with his poniard reeking in his hand, 
and besmeared with the blood of the murder 
which he has committed. 

** As to their persons, they are very lean, 
ishort, fine shape, comely head, good iaces, 
fine eye3, well-set teeth,' yellow and duskish 
complexion; they will have one walk slowly, 
commend big legs and a little foot; have shoes 
without heels ; part the hair on both sides, being 
straight cut, and kept beliind their ears with a 
great two-handed hat; an habit always black, 
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instead of a shirt; taffety sleevesi or black tab** 
by ; a sword of a strange kngtb, with a black 
firieze cloke over all this ; very straight breeches^ 
hanging sleeves, and a poniard. All this most 
so disfigure a man, let him be ever so well 
shaped otherwise, that they seem tor affect a 
garb the most disagreeable; and one^s eyes 
cannot with any complacency accustom them- 
selves to this sight*'* 

Don Frederic would have continued on his 
discourse; and I had so much pleasure in hear* 
inghim, that I would not have interrupted him; 
but he broke off himself, having observed that 
the play was at an end ; and considering that 
we were to set out early the next morning, bd 
thought I might be desirous of retiring: he, 
therefore, with the other gentlemen, wished 
me a good night. I rose very soon next morn- 
ing, because it was a long journey to Birbiescs, 
where we intended to lie. We followed the 
river to avoid the mountains; and passed at 
Oron, a great river, which falls into the Ebro. 
We afterwards entered into so narrow a way^ 
that our litters could scarce pass : we ascended 
along a very narrow coast to Pancorvo, whose 
castle I saw standing on a raised ground^ not 
far distant. We traversed a large plain ; aiid 
F 2 
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this was a novelty to us to see an even coun- 
Jtry. This place is surrounded with several 
mountains, which seem linked together as a 
chain, aad especially those of Oeca : we must 
agam pass over ti little river, before we can 
come to'Birbiesca. This is only a borough, 
which has nothing remarkable but its college, 
and some few pleasant gardens along 'the wa- 
ter. But I may say, we came thither in worse 
weather than any we have had yet : I was so 
tired, that as soon as I arrived 1 went to bed ; 
so that I saw not Don Fernand de Toledo, and 
the other gentlemen, till the next day, at Cas* 
tel de Peones. But I should tell you how one 
is served in these inns, they being all alike : 
Whenyou'come into one of them, wearied and 
fatigued, roasted by the heat of the sun, or 
frozen by the snoWs (for there is seldom any 
temperament between these two extremes), you 
see neither pot on the fire, nor plates washed : 
you enter into the stable, and from thence to 
your chamber. This stable is generally full of 
mules aad muleteers, who make use of their 
mule^s saddles for pillows in the night, and in 
the day-time they serve them for tables : they 
eat very friendly with their mules, and are 
very good company together^ 
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The staircase by which you go up is very 
straight, md does rather resemble a sorry ladder. 
La Sennora de la Casa receives-you with her 
gown tucked up, and her dangling sleeves ; she 
takes time to put on her Sunday clothes, 
whilst you get out of your litter; and she 
never omits this ; for they are all very poor 
and vain-glorious. You are showed a chamber, 
whose walls are white enough, hung with a 
thousand little scurvy pictures of saints : the 
beds are without curtains, the covertures pf 
cotton, the sheets as large as' napkins, and the 
napkins Uke pocket-handkerchiefs; and you 
must be in some considerable town to find four 
pr five of them ; for in other places there are 
none, no more than there are forks. They 
have only one cup in the house; and if the 
mule-drivers get first hold of it, which com* 
monly happens, if they please (for they are 
served with more respect than those whom 
they bring), you must stay patiently till they 
have done with it, or drink out of an earthen 
pitcher. It is impossible to warm one's^self at 
the kitchen fire, without beilig choked, for 
they have no chimneys, and it is the same in 
all the houses on the road. There is a, hole 
inade in the top of the ceiling, and the smoke 
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goes out from thence : the fire is in the mid- 
dle of the kitchen. They put what you would 
have roasted^ on tiles; and when it is well 
done on one side, they turn the other : whea 
it is gross meat^ they fasten it to a string, and 
so let it hang on the fire, and turn it with their 
bands ; so that the smoke makes it so blacky 
that it would turn one's stomach to look on it. 

I think there cannot be a better representa- 
tion of hell than these sort of kitchens, and 
the persons in them ; for not to speak of this 
horrible smoke^ which blinds and chokes one, 
there are a dozen men, and as many women, 
blacker than devils, nasty and stinking lUie 
swine, and clad like beggars. There are al- 
ways some of them impudently grating on a 
sorry guitar, and singing like a cat roasting. 
The women have all of them their hair about 
their ears, and you would take them for Bed- 
lamites: they have glass necklaces, which 
hang twisted about their necks like ropes of 
onions; but, however, serve to cover the nasti- 
ness of their skin. They are as great thieves 
as any that are in prison ; and they are urgent 
to serve you only to have an opportunity of 
stealing something from you, though it be but 
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Before all thiugg, the mi9tre»9 o( the bousa 
brings you her little children, who are bare* 
headed ia the midst of winter, though but of 
a day old : she makes them touch your clothes, 
she rubs their eyes with them, their cheeks, 
throat, and bands. This seems as if one was 
become a relic, and could heal all diseases. 
These ceremonies being over, you are asked 
if you will eat any thing; and though at 
midnight, you must send to the butchery, the 
market, the tavern, the bakers ; in fine, to 
all parts of the town, to gather wherewith to 
make a sorry mfiaX. For though the mutton 
here be very tender, their way of frying it 
with oil, is not to every one'ji relish. Here 
are great store of partridges, and those very 
large; they aie not very fat, but dry; and to 
make them drier, they roa^t them to a coal. 
The pigeons here are eKceUent; and in seve- 
ral places here is good iisb, especially Bessu-^ 
gosses, which have the taste of a trout, and of 
which they make pasties, which would be 
good, were they not stuffed with garlic, saffiron, 
and pepp^. Their bread is white enough, 
and sweet, that one would think it was made 
up with sugar; but it is HI wrought, and so 
Uttle bakedi that it is as heavy ^ lead in the 
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Stomach : it has the shape of a fiat cake^ and 
is not much thicker than one^s finger. The 
wine is good, and fruits in their season, espe- 
cially grapes, which are very large, and of 
delicate taste. You may reckon yourself cer- 
tain of a good desert. You have sallads here 
of such good lettuce, that the worid cannot 
afford better. 

Do not think, dear cousin, it is sufficient 
to say, go fetch such things, to have them ; 
for not very seldom you can meet with any 
thing: but supposing you find what you would 
have, you must give out your money before- 
hand: so that your meat is paid for before you 
have begun to eat it; for the master of the 
inn is only allowed to lodge you. They allege 
forareason^ that it is not just one person only 
should go away with all the profit from tra- 
vellers, it being better the money should be 
< dispersed' 

You enter not any inn to dine, but carry 
your provision with you, and stop at the bank 
of. some river, where the mule- drivers feed 
their; mules; and this is with oats or barley, 
or chopped straw, which they carry with them 
in great sacks ; for as to hay they give theqa 
none. It is not allowed a woman to taxry 
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above two c(ays in an inn on the road^ unless 
she can offer good reasons. And here is 
enough in relation to inns, and the manner of 
your treatment therein* 

After supper;^ these gentlemen played at 
ombre; and I, not being strong enough to play 
against them, went shares with Don Frederic 
de Cardonne; and'bon Feraand drew near 
the fire-side to me. He t(dd me, ^* He could 
have wished my time would permit me to pass 
by Valladolid; that it is the most pleasant 
town of Old Castile, it having been for a 
long time the mansion of the Kings of Spain ; 
and that they have a palace there fit for them. 
That, as to him, he had relations there that 
would be infinitely pleased to entertain me ; 
and would show me the Dominicans* church, 
which the Dukes of Lerma have founded^ 
that it was very stately, and the portal of 
singular beauty, by means of the figures and 
embossed work, which enrich it; that in the 
college of the same convent, the French see 
there, with great satisfaction, all the walls full 
of fiower*de-luces ; it being said,, that a bishop 
who depended on the King of France, had 
been at the charge of painting them." lie 
added^ *^ They would have carried me to .the 
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mam cSStCbare, to tbow me the tiuAt o{ 
Ijieir churchy and the tomb of a Castilkii 
koight^ from whence, it is saidy there issnes^ 
out accents and groans ereiy time any of his 
femily are near their deaths/* I smiled «t this, 
as being doiibtfnl of the truth of such kind of 
relations: ''You give not credit to what Isaji** 
continued he; *' neitber would I engage for 
the truth of it, though all the country there* 
abouts are so fully persuaded of it, that you 
would be suspected for an heretic should you 
question it. But it is certain there is a bell in 
Arragon^ in a small town called Villilla, oa 
the Ebro^ which is about fifty foot compass, 
and it happens sometimes to sound of itself, 
it not being perceivable to be agitated by any 
winds or earthquakes; in a word, by no- 
visible thing. It first tolls, and afterwards, 
at intervals^ rings out,, as well in the day as- 
the night : when it is heard, it is not doubted 
but it denounces some sad accident; which is^ 
what happened in 1601, en Thursday the 
thirteenth of June, to Saturday the fifteendbt 
of the same month: it ceased then to ring; 
but it began again on Corpus Christi^ when 
they were on die point of making the j^oes- 
sioti. It was heard likewise when Alphensiis 
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the Fifth, King of AiragoQ^ w^ol m^o II^ 
to take pi»8<iesi^<Hi of ^be iingdoio of Naples. 
It was beard at tbe deaib of Qhariep tbe Fifth. 
It denoted the diep^ture of Don Sebastian, 
King oi Portugal, for Afric; the extremity 
of King Philip the Second; and the decease 
of his. last wife Queen Ano." — " You would 
have me to believe you» Don Fernaad,'' said I ; 
'* perhaps I ^^11 seem too obstinate in standing 
out all this while ; bat you will agree there 
sure matteis that one may lawfully doubt of.^' 
-— ** Nay, Madam,'* replied he with a pleasant 
air, ^^ I tell you nothing but what I can have a 
thocMand witnesses to justify ; but perhaps you 
will sooner believe Don Esteve de Carrajal, 
in a thing as extraordinary in bis cQuntry.\' 
He at the same time called to him, demand- 
iog of him, " Whether it were not true, that 
tlsere is in the cofiv^it of Carvdoa, a clock, 
which fails not to ring every time that a nun 
k to die ; so that the time is kuown to a day ? " 
Don Esteve confirmed what Don Fernand 
floid^ and though I remained not abso<« 
hilely oonvinced, yet I made a show as if I 
was. 

^ Vou pass so quickly through Old C^tik," 
oontkiued Don Fernand, '< that you will riot 
have time to see what is most vemarkabkr. 
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The picture of the blessed Virgin b talked of 
far and near, which was found miraculously 
stamped on a rock : it belongs to the nuqs 
Augustines d'Avila, and several persons go 
there out of devotion ; but one has no less 
curiosity to see certain mines of salt, which 
are near there, in a village called Mengpraville : 
you descend above two hundred steps under 
ground, and then enter into a vast cavern^ 
formed by nature, whose top, or roof, is up- 
held only by one pillar of crystaline salt, of 
astonishing largeness and colour. Near this 
place, in the town of Sorta, you s^e a great 
bridge without a river, and a great river with- 
out a bridge, the river being forced out of its 
place by an earthquake. 

** But if you go as far as Medina del Campo,'^ 
added he, ^^ I am sure the inhabitants will give 
you a welcome, entrance, only because yon 
are of the French nation, whom they much 
affect, . to distinguish themselves hereby from 
their sentiments of the other Castilians. Their 
town is so privileged, that the King of Spain 
hus not the power to create apy officers, nor 
the Pope to confer benefices : this right be- 
longs to the townsmen ; and they often fall 
together by the ears, in the choosing of their 
magistrates and ecclesiastics'. 
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<^ One of the rarities of Htm country is the 
aqueduct of Segovia, wUcb is five leagues in 
length: it has above two hundred arches of 
extraordinary height, though in several places 
there are two standing one on another; and it 
is all built on free-stone, there having been 
DO mortar, or any cement, to join them : this i& 
looked on as one of the Roman works, or at 
least as worthy to be so* The river which is at 
the end of the town, surrounds the castle, and 
serves it for a ditch : it is built on a rock. 
Among severa^ things remarkable, you see the 
effigies of the Kings of Spain, who have reigned 
for several years ; and there is no town but Se- 
govia and Seville,, where money is coined ;. and 
the pieces of eight which are made at the 
former places are held to be the best ; and this 
is by means of the river wluch turns certain 
mills that stamp the money. Here are kkewise 
roost curious walks along a meadow planted 
with elm*tree8^ whose leaves are so thick and 
large, that the greatest heats of the sun can- 
not pierce them." — " I want not curiosity,'* 
said I to him, ^* for all things which deserve it; 
but I at present want time to see them. How* 
ever, I should be very glad to arrive timely 
^t Burgos, to view the town."—" Which is to 
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wy. Madam/' replied Don Femand, <« that vre 
must lose your company, and let you retire^*^ 

He gave notice thereof to the other gentle^ 
men, who gave over their play^ and we 
separated. 

I rose this morning before day; and I end 
thb letter at Burgos, where I am now arrived. 
Thus, dear cousin, I shall send you nothing 
of this day^ but shall take the first opportunity 
tQ acquaint you with what befals me. 

Fr0m Burgos, Tour's. 

Feb. 27. 



LETTER IV. 

We eoold sensibly perceive^ in arriving at 
Burgos, that this town is colder than any of 
those we have passed ; and it is likewise said, 
you have none of those excessive heals which 
are intolerable in other parts of Spain. The 
town stands where you descend the mountain, 
and reaches to the plain as far as the river, 
which washes the foot of the wall. The streets 
are very straight and even; the castleis not large. 
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but very strong, and is seen on the lop of the 
uouiitain. A little lower is the trium^riiant ardk 
of Fernando Gonsales, which the curious do 
mnch admire. This town was die first that was 
conquered from the Moors ; and the Kings of 
Spain have long resided here. It is the capital 
of Old Castile ;• it holds the first rank in .the 
two states of the two Castiles, although Toledo 
disputes it with her: you see her fine buildings; 
and VelasGO^s palace is very stately. Here are^ 
in aU the broad streets and spacious places^ 
fountains^ with statues, some of which are 
good pieces; but the finest sight is the cathe« 
deal, which is so large, that mass i& performed 
in fire difierent places of it, without any dis- 
turbance to each other. The architecture is 
so exquisite^ wrought, thatit may pass among 
tike Gothic buildings for a master-piece of art ; 
and this is so much the more remarkable, in 
that they build Tery badly in Spain. In some 
places this i^ so through poverty, and in otbera 
for want of stone and lime, iam told, that 
erea at Madrid you see houses of .earth; and 
the finest are qiade with brick, ceaiented vntix 
the same for want of lime. To pass from th^ 
town to the suburbs of Bega, you goover three 
stoae bridges* The gate which answers tbatt- 
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ot Santa Maria, stands bigb, with the im^^of 
the Virgin upon it : tbh suburb contains the 
greatest part of the convents and hospitals. 
There is a great one founded by Philip the 
Second, to receive the pilgrims which go to 
St. James, and which entertains them for a 
day. The abbey of Mille Flores, whose building 
is very stately, is not far distant. You see here 
in this suburb several gardens, which are 
watered with fountains and pleasant springs: 
the river serves for a channel ; and you find, 
in a large park inclosed with w^s, pleasant 
walks at all times of the year. 

I would have seen the cruci£x in the Au<^ 
gu^tines' convent : it is placed in a chapel (d 
the cloister, large and dark enough, so that 
you could hardly discern it, were.it not for the 
lamps, wluch are coiuinually burning — there 
are above an hundred : some are of gold, and 
others of silver,, of so extraordinary a size, that 
they cover all the vault of this. chapeL There 
are sixty silver candlesticks of a length, ex- 
ceeding the ullest man, and so heavy,, that 
two men caimot lift them; they stand on the 
ground, on both sides of the altar : those which 
are upon it are of massy gold* You see be« 
tween them two crosses oi the wue, set out 
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mth precious stones, aiid crowns hanging over 
the altar, adorned with pearls and diamonds ^ 
of great lustre. The chapel is bung with 
tapestry, wrought with gold: it i^ so laden 
with rich gifts, that there is hardly room* to put 
them in, so that part are kept in the treasury. 

The holy cmcifix stands on the altar, near 
the natural size: it is covered with three cur-, 
tains one on another, all embroidered with 
pearls and diamonds. When they open them, 
which is not done without great ceremony, 
and for persons of quality, several bells are 
rung — everyone fall on their knees; and it 
must be granted, that this place and sight 
strikes one with an awful regard. The cruci- 
fix is of carved work, and eannot be better 
made — its carnation is very natural — it is 
covered from the breasts to the feet with ^ 
fine linen, in several folds or plaits, which 
makes it look like a loose jerkin, and in my 
opinion is not>ery agreeable. 

It is commonly said, that Nicodemus made 
this crucifix ; but those who are for. making 
every thing miraculous, will insist that it was 
brought down from heaven, they know not 
how nor when. I was told, certain monks 
of this town bad once stole it, and conveyed 
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it away: but it took a convenient time to give 
them the slip, and was found the next morniDg 
in the chapel, in its usual place. These honest 
people being enraged, that it should serve 
them such a trick, mustered up their forces, 
md violently laid hands on it a second tioie, 
but to as little purpose; for it would by no 
means stay with them: however, it wcnrks 
miracles, and this is one of the chief objects 
pf devotion in Spain: thei'cUgious tell you, it 
sweats every Friday. 

I was goiog into my inn, when we ^w the 
fiieardeCardpnne's valet-de^ehambie runniBg 
as fast as h^ could after us : he was booted, 
and three friars hasting afteir him. I was <»rer* 
rash in my judgement, for I could not but 
think he had stole something in this rich cha<' 
pel, and was taken in the fact ; but his master, 
f^ho was with me, on my asking of him what 
gut him on such fqll speed, tdd me that he 
went into the chapel of the holy crucifix with 
his spues on, and the firiars had kept him in 
custody,'. to get money of him; but that he 
was gotlen out of their clutchesj and they 
were now. upon the bunt for him. They nTake 
it a forfeit, as is customary, for a man to go 
with spurs into these holy places. 
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The town is not very great : it is adorned 
with a spacious building. Here are high pil« 
lara which bear up very fine lodgings. The 
bulUfeasts are kept here^ for the people are 
much delighted with this sort of diversion* 
There is also a very well-built bridge, long 
and large ; and the river which passes under 
it bathes a meadow, on the bank of which you 
see a great number of trees that form a most 
delightful walk. Trade was formerly very 
considerable, but is. of late much diminished. 
Tha best Castiliau is here spoken, and the 
mea are naturally soldiers ; so that Whtn thef 
king has need of them, he finds a grea% 
nomber and better men than elsewhere. 

After supper our company set to play, as 
before : Don Sancho Sanniento was for yield-^ 
ing his place to any one, pretending it was 
his right to entertain me this evening. I knew 
he had lately returned from Sicily, and Baked 
him wfaetlier he had been one of those who 
had helped to chastise those rebellious people! 
^' Alas! Madam,** said he, << the Marquis de los 
Navas was sufficient to punish them beyond 
what their crime deserved. I was at Naples, 
and designed to pass into Flanders, where I 
have relatioiis oi the aume name. The Msa^ 
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qub de los Veles, Viceroy of Naples, engaged 
me to leave my first project, and embark my- 
self with the Marquis de los Navas, wfiom the 
Kbg sent into Sicily : we set sail in two ves« 
sels of Majorca, and arrived at Messina the 
6th of January. Having sent no notice of 
.bis comings and nobody expectuig it, he waa 
pot received with the honours paid commonly 
to the Viceroys ; but, in truth, his intentions 
were so cruel against these poor people, that 
his entrance should have been made in tears. 

'^ Scarcely was he arrived, but he confined 
the two sheriffs in prison, named Vicenzo 
Zuflfo, and Don Diego: he put Spaniards in 
their places ^ he rigorously abolished the col* 
lege of Knights of the Star, and began to exe- 
cute the orders which Gonzaga had Iqng re« 
ceived, and which he had eluded through fla- 
vour or weakness^ He immediately published 
an order, by which the King changed all the 
form of government of Messina, deprived the 
town of its revenues, forbade its bearing for 
tl^e future the glorious title of Exemplary, 
dissolved the senate, and put into the place of 
six sherifis, six officers, two of which should 
be Spaniards; that these officers should not 
for the time, to come appear in public with 
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their formalities; that they should no more he 
preceded by drums and trumpets; ride no 
more together in a coach with four horses, as 
they formerly did ; that they should hence- 
forward sit on a plain bench ; should have no 
more incense offered them in the churches ; 
no go clothed after the Spanish fashion; should 
assemble on public affairs in a chamber of the 
Viceroy^s palace ; and to have no longer any 
jurisdiction on the champion country. 

<< Every one was seized -widi such conster- 
nation, as if he bad been- thunderstruck ; but 
thek sorrow was much increased, on the 5th 
of the same month, when the camp-master- 
general went to the town-house, and seized 
all their charters, and original copies of their 
privileges, and caused them to be burnt pub- 
licly by the hands of the common hangman. 
The Prince de Condro was afterwards appre- 
hended, to the grief of his family, but par- 
ticularly the Princess Elenora, bis sister, whose 
tears wer6 not shed alone: this Princess is 
not above eighteen — her beauty and wit are 
miraculous, which astcmish those about her." 
Don Sancho seemed greatly affected at the 
remembrance of this Princess ; and I plainly 
perceived pity had not all the share in what he 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



lis LfiTTEIUI FItOJt SPAINl 

said ; but he continued on his discotirse to mt 
of Messina. 

" The Viceroy," added be, " published an 
order, by which all the citizens were enjoined, 
under the penalty of ten years* imprisonment, 
and fire thousand crowns* fine, to bring their 
arms into his palace. He at the same time 
caused the great bell in the town-house to be 
taken down, and beaten to pieces in tbeir 
sight : he ordered all the bells in the cathedral 
to be melted, to make a statue of the King of 
Spain* And the Prince of Condro^s children 
were taken into custody : but theii fear in- 
creased, when the Viceroy ordered Don Vi- 
cenzo Zuffo's head to be cut off. This ex« 
ample of severity alarmed ail the people; and 
what appeared most terrible, was, that in the 
late troubles, some fiunilies of Messinois, hav- 
ing withdrawn themselves into several parts, 
the Marquis de Liche, the Spanish ambas- 
sador at Rome, advised them, as a friend, to 
return into their own country, assuring them 
that all was quiet, and that a general pardon 
was already published ; and, for their greater 
assurance, gave them passports. These 
poor people (who had not taken up arms, 
and not being of the number of revol- 
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tere, knowing their innocency> Could never 
imagine they shonld hare been treated as cri« 
mioals) returned to Messina; where they iiad 
scarcely landed, but the joy they had of seeing 
themselves in their native country, and in the 
midst of their friends, was sadly disturbed r 
they were seized on ; and the next morning, 
without any humanity or regard to sex or 
*gp» ^y ^h^ Viceroy*s order, all hanged. 
He afterwards sent to demolish the great tower 
of Palermo; and the principal citizens of it, 
remonstrating against the excessive impositions 
on corn, silks, and other commodities, the 
Marquis de los Navas sent them all to the 
galleys, without being moved by the tears of 
their wives, and the need so many poor chil- 
dren might have of their fathers. 

" I must acknowledge," continued Don 
Sancho, " that my nature is ^o averse to the 
rigours every day exercised on these poor 
peofde, that I could not for all the world remain 
any longer at Messina. The Marquis de los 
Navas was for sending to Madrid to inform 
the King of what he had done. I intreated 
him to charge me with his commission ; and 
in effect he consented, and gave me his lettert, 
which I have delivered to the King at Ma- 
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And; and at the same tioae my intercessions 
for the Prince de Condro; and I ^esuoie mjr 
good offices mil not be wholly useless to him.** 
— <^ I am persuaded,'* said I to him, ^* this was 
the principal motive of your journey: lam no 
busy-body, but 'methinks you are greatly con- 
cerned for the interest of this family." — ** It 
is true, Madam," continued he, ^^ the injustice 
done this «infortunate Prince does sensibly af- 
fect me." — " Were he not brother to the 
Princess Elenora," said I to him, "perhaps you 
would not so much lay it to heart. But no 
more of this — I perceive this remembrance 
afflicts you. Pray let me rather hear from you 
what is most remarkable in your country." — 
** Ah ! Madam," cried he, "you now insult me ; 
for you must certainly know that Galicia is 
so poor and mean a country, that there is no 
room for bragging; not but that the tpwn 
of St. James de Compostella is considerable 
enough: it is the capital of the province; and 
there is scarce one in Spain superior to it in 
ric}ies and greatness: its archbishopric is 
worth seventy thousand crowns a year, and 
the chapter has as much. It stands in an 
agreeable ^lain, surrounded with little hills of 
moderate height; and it seems as if natiure 
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had placed tfaem there to defend the town from 
those deadly blasts which arise from other . 
mouptains. Here is an university^ fine palaces, 
stately churchy, public places, and an hos« 
pital, one of the most considerable and best 
served in Europe. It consists of two courts 
of extraordinary greatness, with fountains in 
the middle. Several knights of St. James 
live in this town; and the metropolis, which 
is dedicated to this saint, keeps his body : it 
is extreme stately, and prodigiously rich. They 
pretend you may hear a kind of clattering at '' 
his tomb, as if arms were struck one against 
another; and, this noise is only heard when / 
the Spaniards are to undergo any great loss. 
His figure is represented on the altar, and the 
pilgrims three times kiss it, and put their hats 
on bis head ; for this is the chief part of the 
ceremony. They have also another very singu- 
lar one — they ascend the top of the church, 
which is covered' with great flat stones^ In 
this place stands a cross of iron, whereon the 
pilgrims are ever fastening some rag or sci*ap 
of what they wear : they pass under this cross 
by so small a passage, that they are forced to 
crawl on their bellies to get through it, so 
that those who are not slender are in danger 
VOL, I. - 6 
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of bursting* An4 there hav^ been some so 
ridiculous and superaiitbusy that because 
they omitted doiug thia, have absolutely re« 
turned back again ; for you see here pilgrims 
of all nations. Here is a French chapel, of 
yv^hich great care ia taken : it is said the Kings 
of France haive been always gteat benefactors 
to it. The church which is under ground is 
better than that abo¥e : there are stately tombs^ 
and epitaphs of great antiquity, which exer- 
cise the wits of travellers. Tbe archiepiscopal 
palace is a vast pile; and its antk][uky adds to 
its beauty, instead of dimiiiisbiiig it. A gen* 
tlesian of my acquaintance, a great searcher 
into etymologies, assured me that the town of 
Compostella was so called, because Bt. James 
was to suffer naartyrdom in the place where 
he should see a star appear at Compostella. It 
is true,^' continued he, ^^ that some pretend it 
to be so,: but tbe people's credulity and super- 
stition carries them further; for you are shown, 
- ^t Padron, near Compostella, an hollow stone; 
9nd they preteod this was the lit^ boat in 
which St. James arrived, after he had gone 
through so many seas in it ; and being of stone, 
mubthave, without a great miracle, sunk to 
tbe bottom.'* 



dbyGoogk 



^* IsQppose)** said I to him, ^^yolaMiev6tiiis 
to be most true.*' He smiled, a^ eoiittiHied 
his discourse : ^^ I cafinot but give y bu thie 
description of out nilithu Tiiey aiie oalted 
together every year in die nnmlfe of October; 
and all the young meii, firom the age of fif^ 
teen^ are obliged to march; for should it 
happen that a father, or any other relation, 
abould conceal his son or kinsman, and those 
who are officers should come to know it, they 
would condemn him who has so offended to 
perpetuid imprisonment. There hayd been 
someexamples of this, but they are ver^ Tare; 
fyt the peasants are so infinitely pleased to sti 
themselves armed, and treated as CaxHilteros ei 
des Nobles Saldados del Rey^ that they would 
not upon any consideration be wanting to 
show themselres on this occasion. You shall 
seldom see in a whole regiment any soldier tba£ 
has more shirts than that on his back; and 
Ae stuff they wear seems for its coarseness to 
be made of packthread. Their shoes are mad^ 
of cordj they wear no stockings, yet every 
flaan has his peacock, or dunghill-cock's fea« 
ther in his cap, whidi is tied up behind, with 
a rag about his nedc in form of a ruff; their 
swords oftentimes hang by their sides tied witli 
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a bit of cord^ and without any scabbard; the 
jFest of tfa^i; arms is seldom i\^ better order; 
and in this eqqipage they inarch gravely to 
Tiiy^ where is. the general rendezvous, it be- 
ing ' a fho^tier iown to Portugal. There are 
^hree^places .which he thus — the above-men-* 
tioned, Cindud-Rodrigo, and Badajor; but 
Tuy fa the best guarded, because it is oppo- 
site Valantia, a considerable town belonging 
to the King of Portogal, and which has been 
carefully fortified. Tbesie two towns are so 
near, that their cannon will reach each other; 
and if the Portuguese have omitted nothing 
to put Valantia out of danger of being in- 
fulted, the Spaniards pretend Tuy is in as 
g^d acondition to defend itself. It stands 
pn a hill, whose lower part is washed by flie 
river jMtnhio: it has good ramparts, strong 
walls^ and good store of artillery. It is here, 
I say,, where these our champions bid defiance 
to the King's enemies, and in a strutting bra- 
very declare they do not fear them. Per- 
haps somethipg of this may happen in time^ 
for there are some troops formed here, as in 
other parts of Spain. However, this is a 
great loss to the kingdom, the whole of the 
youth being thus taken up ; for the lands in 
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general lie quite uncultirated; and on tliefiide^ 

of St. James de Compostella you would think 

you saw^ a wilderness. On tbat of the ocean, 

the country being better and more peopled, 

yields great profit, and all things necessary 

and convenient, as oranges, lemons, and 

pomegranates, several sorts of fruits, and ex« 

cellent6sh; e^ecially pilchards, more delicate 

than those which come from Royan to Bour- 

deaux. 

• " One of the most remarkable things, ia 

my mind, in this, kingdom, is the towii of 

Doiense, one part of which always enjoys the 

sweetness of the spring, and the fruits of au« 

tumn, by reason of several springs of boilinjp 

water, which warm the air by their exbala#- 

tions; whilst the other part of this tov«^ 8uf«^ 

fers the severity of the longest winters, stand* 

ing as it does at the bottom of a yery cold** 

mountain; so that you find, in the space of 

one only season, all those which compose the 

course of the year." 

^^ You say nothing,'^ replied I to imn,'. *^ ofi 

the marvellous fountain called . Louzauo/!-^ 

" Who has told you of it. Madam," an^wecod 

he — "Persons that have seen it,V . added 

L — "You have been then told," continued. 
/ 
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be/ '^tbaiyoufind titts foiiiitaio at tk« source 
of the mer Lours; which has flux and reflax* 
s^ the sea^ though it be at twenty leagues 
distance frpiQ it; that the greater the heats, 
ar^i the most water it casts; that this water 
ilawQ^im^^ cold as ice, aud someliinesas hat^ 
aa if it boiled, there being no imtural cause 
t© be girea for iu"— ^"You tell me parti-' 
c«tlars I .was ignucaut of/' said I to him;: 
*^ and this is doing me a great pleasure, fcMr I 
want not curiositrjr m jptbtton to things laiteom- 
monb"-*^^^ I wish/' replied he, '^iit was notso- 
late; I would g^ve you aa account of aeyeraL < 
ranities m SpaiHy and whiph perhaps you wonldi 

gladly leam.*'*^'^ I wttl leave you for to*ni|^V* 
sasi I ta him; ^ iut i l»ipe bafsre we come Up 

Madrid ^e shall ha?e ait oppottnaaty of db^-'- 
censmng of dieni*'* Herery cmJly aiaile me- 
aipramise^ and the play being tuded, welfiade 
one anotiier goadnig^t* 
t When^ I was. going to rest, I was led intoi 
a gallery full of beds, as yon see in hospttak.^ 
1: told, thfam ibis, was ridiculous; and that,. 
aT T wanted only four, I asked them what 
oc^basion riiere wa& for showing ine forty, and- 
to put me into stfcb an open place to starve 
me I They answered that it was the best place in 
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the bouse, and I must take up with it. I 
caused my bed to be made, when scarce wa» 
I laid down, but somebody knocked softly at 
my door: my women opened it, and remained 
much surprised to see the master and mis- 
tress fallowed by a dozen of ilMooking crea* 
iiires, and so clothed that they were half 
naked. I drew my curtain at the noise they- 
made, and opened my eyes tc^ look upon 
this noble company. The mistress drew near 
to me and told me, these were honest travel- 
lers, who were coming into the beds which re-^ 
xoained empty. " HawMie here?'* said I;. 
•* I believe yOU have lost yont senses.*'*—" I 
must have lost them- indeed,*^ replied she,' 
** were I to let so many beds stand empty. 
Either, Madam, you must pay for them, or 
these honest gentlemen must lie in them." I 
cannot express my rage to you ; I was in the 
mind to send for D. Feruand and my knights, 
who would have sooner made them pas^ 
through the windows than through the doors: 
but I considered this could not be done with*- 
out some disturbance, and therefor^ I came tQ 
terms, and agreed to pay twenty-pencfc fol' 
each bed. They are hardly dearer at Fon- 
tainbleaa ilvhen the court is there. Tbeae ilhn«^ 
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trious Dons, or, to speak more proper, Tfttter* 
demalions, who bad the insolence to come into 
xny room, immediately mthdrew, having made 
me several profound reverences. 
. The next morning I thought I should have 
burst myself with laughter, though it was at 
my own cost, when I discovered my hostesses, 
trick to ruin me : fot you must know, iu the 
first place, tljat these pretended travellers were 
their neighbours, and that they are accustomed 
to this stratagem when, they see strangers: 
but when I would have reckoned the beds $o 
pay for them, they were rolled altogether ia 
the midst of the gallery. There were a number 
of bags of straw pulled out, which were hardly 
good enough to entertain dogs, yet I was 
obliged to pay twenty*pence for each of them ; 
however, four pistoles ended our dispute. I 
was not capable of putting myself in a passion, 
such singularity I found ia this management. 
I should not have recounted this little accident 
to you, did it not serve to give you some in- 
sight into the humour of this nation. 

We set out from Burgos very late. The road 
was so bad, and there had fell in the night 
such a great quantity of rain, that I stopped 
there as long as I couldj in expectation of it» 
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ceasing; at last I came to a resolation, jaad 
ascended my litter. I had not got far from the 
town before! repented of my leaving it: up 
track could be seen^ especiaJly on a very high: 
steep mountain^ over which we must necessarily- 
pass. One of our mule-drirers, who went be^^ 
fbre^ struck too far on the edge of this moiin*- 
tain, so that he fell with his mule into a kind 
of precipice, where he broke bis head and dis- 
jointed his arm. He being the famous Philip. 
de St. Bastian, the most intelligent of all his 
profession, and who commonly carries persons 
of quality to Madrid, he was therefore much 
bemoaned ; and we remained some time before 
we could get him out from the place where he 
had fallen. Don Femand was sa compassionate 
as to let him ha\(e his litter. The. night- 
came speedily on us ; and we might have com*- 
forted ourselves, could we have returned to; 
Burgos; but it was impossible — the ways were 
no less covered with snow on that side, tbaa 
all the rest; so that we put in at Madrigalesco, 
which had not above a dozen houses,' and t' 
may say we were besieged without having any^ 
enemies. This adventure gave us some^ dis* 
turbance, though -we had brought provisions- 
with us foe several days.. The .best house o# 
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the toum was half uacorcred;. and I was scares 

lodged there^ when a venerable old una asked' 

liar me^ on the part of a lady who was just 

arrived : he. paid me a complanent, usd tdd 

me he was informed that liiis was the only plaee 

where there was any toUiuble eotertaimneiit ; 

and therefore intreated me to spare her some 

room. He added, she was a person of qvatity 

of Andalusia^ was lately a widow, and that be 

had the honoar to belong to hen 

r One of our knights, named Don Esteve de 

Garv^gal, who is of tbe same country, fuled 

' not to demand her name of the old gentleman : 

he told him she was the Marchioness de los 

Bios. At the mention of this name he tnmed 

towards me, and spoke to me of her as of a 

pdrson whose merit and fortune were very consi<* 

derable. I readily accepted of this good com* 

pany : she immediately came in her litter, out 

of which she had not descended, bating foondf 

so bouse where she could abide. 

Her dress seemed to n^i very singular: had 
Ae not beeo so very haiidsome, she eould 
never have appeared in any degree tolerable. 
Her gown and petticoat were of blach Berge^ 
attd wj^r them a kind at Hnen surplice, wbicfar 
mashed, down lower tfaaa her kaee»: ibM 
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sleeves ware long, and straight in th^^ armtf, 
wfatch hung over lier band»v This surpUce 
was fastened to her gown; and being not 
plaited behind, it seemed like a bibi She wore 
oti her head a piece of muslin, which coTered 
ber face, and one would have taken it for a 
ntin*s hood t this covered her neck, and reached 
down very low. There appeared no hair opoit 
her head, it being all hid under this muslin. 
She wore a great mantle of black taffety, which 
covered ber heels; and over this mantle she 
had an hat whose brims, were very large, 
fajStened under her chin with silken twist. I was 
told they wear this 6nly when they travel. ' 

This is the habit of the widows and duennas, 
a dress which is insupportable to my sight; 
and were I to meet witl^ a woman in the night 
thus clothed, I might be startled without re- 
proach; yet the lady was very beautiful in this 
tmseemly dress. They never leave it unless 
they tnarry ; and they are obliged to bewail 
the death of an husband, whom they could 
not endure when Kving. 

1 was informed they pass the first year of 
fheir mounfing in a chamber hung with blacky 
wherein there is not the least glimmering of 
^- light to be seen: they set cros^-leggedoit 
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a.little Holland quilt. When this year is ended^ 
they retire into a chamber hung with grey : 
they must have neither pictures, looking- 
glasses, cabinets, fine tables, or plate ; nor must 
they have i|^ny diamonds, or wear any colours. 
However modest they are, they must live so 
-retired, that it must seem as though their soul 
was already in the other world. This con- 
straint is the cause that several ladies who are 
wealthy, and especially in rich household 
goods, marry again to haise the satisfaction of 
making use of them. 

After the-first compliments, I was informed 
^ by this mournful widow where she was going. 
She told me that she had not for a long time , 
seen a friend of her mother's, who was a nun 
at Lashuelgas de Burgos, which is a famous 
nunnery, wherein there is an hundred and fifty 
nuns^ most of them the daughters of Princes, 
Pukes, and Titulados. She added, that the 
abbess is lady of fourteen large towns, and 
above fifty other places, wherein she chooses 
governors-and magistrates ; that she is stiperior 
of seventeen convents; collates to several be- 
tiefices; and disposes of twelve commander* 
. ships in favour of whom she pleases. ,She 
likewise told me that she designed to pass 
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some time in this monastery : ^^ Can you. 
Madam/' said I to ber, ^' aecustom yourself 
to so .retired a life as is that of a convent ? " — 
'^ It win be no hard matter," answered she ; 
** for I believe I see fewer people at ray own 
house than I shall see there; and in effect 
these nuns have liberty enough: they are 
commonly the handsomest young women of 
the family who are there. These enter there 
so young, that they know not what they are 
made to leave, nor what they undertake, at 
the age of six or seven ; and it may be sooner. 
They are caused to make vows, when it is often 
the father or mother, or some near relation^ 
who pronounces those vows for them ; while 
the little sacrifice is pleasing herself withsugar« 
plumbs, and lets them dress her in what man- 
ner they will : yet the bargain holds, there is 
no unsaying it. However, they have every thing 
which can be expected iu their conditi6n. 

'< There are at Madrid some whom i they 
call the ladies of St. James : they are properly 
canonnesses, who make their triak Jike the 
knights of this order. They bear like them a 
sword, made in form of a cross, embroidered 
with crimson silk ; they have them on theif 
scapularies and great clokes^ wl4ch itt^ whi^t 
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The house of tbe^ ladies is rery statdy; M 
who come to visit them enter without any dif« 
iiculty; their apartments are very ftne, and 
equally as well fximisbed as if they were at 
large in the world ; they enjoy great pensions ^ 
and each of them has three or four women to 
wait on them. It is true, they never stir out, 
Bor see their neai-est relations, but through 
several grates. This perhaps would look 
horrid in another country ; but in Spain they 
are accustomed to confinement 

** There are convents where the nuns see 
more cavaliers than the women who live at 
large ; neither are they less gallant It is im- 
possible for any to have more gaicfty than they ; 
and, at I have already told you, Miikdam, here 
am more beauties than are seen abroad ; but' it 
must be granted, there are several among them 
«4ia are deejpiy sensible at their having been 
so soon slwrificed. They think of the pleasures 
winch tbey have never tasted, as the only ones 
which can make this life happy. Tbey pass 
their^s in a condition worthy of compassion, 
dwaya telling you^ they are there by force; 
tad that the vows they are ma^ to repeat at 
the age of five or six years are to be regarded 
UkediiMren^splaiys.'* 
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<< Madam/* said I to ber, «' it would hare 
been a great pity, had your relations designed 
you for sueha life ; and one may judge, in be* 
holding you, that all the beautiful Spanish ki*> 
dies are not nuns/* •— ^^ Alas ! Madam,'* said 
she (fetching a deep sigh), ^^ I know not what 
I would be 'y it seems I am of a very odd hu- 
mour, not to be contented with my fortune; 
but one has sometimes uneasinesses which are 
unaccountable to reason.'' In ending these 
words, she fitted her eyes to the ground, and 
fell into such a deep fit of musing, that I 
eould easily perceive son^ethiug extraordinary 
disturbed her. 

Whatever curiosity I had to know the sub- 
ject, we had been so little together, that I 
dared not desire to be her confidante; but to 
draw her from the melancholy posture she was 
i», I ifttreated her to tell me some new$ of the 
cotnt of Spain, seeing she came from Madrid. 
She did what she could to recover her&eif; and 
then to}d me, <*tbat there were great rejoicings 
at court on the Queen's birth-day ; that .the 
King had sent one of the gentlemen of his 
chamber to Toledo, to compliment her ^m 
Mta \ yet diese fine qipeaxances hindered not 
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the Marquis de Mansera, the Queen-mother's 
migor-domo, from receiving orders to , retir^ 
twenty leagues from the court, which had 
greatly mortified this Princess. She further 
informed us, that the fteet vrith troops to Ga* 
licia was unhappily cast away on the coasts of 
Portugal. . That the little Duchess de Terra 
Nova was to espouse Don Nicolo Pignatelii, 
Prince de Monteleon, her uncle. That the 
Marquis de Langanez had refused the Vke-^ 
royalty of Sardagne, being in love with a fine 
lady, whom he could not find in his heart to 
leave. That Don Carlos de Omodei, Marquis. 
d' Almanazid, was dangeriOusly ill, at his dis- 
appointment of being aamitted a grandee of 
Spain, to which he prej^ended,. having married 
t^ heiress of the hou^e,. and grandeurship of 
Castle Rodrigue ; and that which most sensibly 
ai&lcted him was, that Don Ariel de Gusman,. 
this^ lady's first husband, had enjoyed that 
honour; so that he could not but look oii 
the difficulties thrown in his way as a slighting 
ofhis person," — " In truth. Madam," ^ said I 
to her, " Ixan hardly comprehend how a man 
of sense tan with such eagerness pursue, and. 
be so grtetly dej^ected at^ a disappointment of 
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thi»* nature.*' — "We are otherwise affected 
in Spain/' replied ibe beautiful widow; "and 
this instance is aproof of it/' 

Don Frederic de Cardonne, who greatly in- 
terested himself for the Duke de Medina Celi, 
asked her concerning him. " The King," said 
she, ^^ has lately made him President of the 
Indies. The Queen-mother has wrote to the 
King, on the report which is spread, that he is 
about marrying — that she is surprised things 
are already gone so far, and he has not Ac- 
quainted her with them. She adds in her letter^ 
that, she would hai^ him. in the mean time, 
whilst all. things were getting ready for this 
ceremony, to make a« journey to Catalonia 
and Arragon. That Don John of Austria suf- 
ficiently understands the necessity of this, and 
he presses the King to depart, to content these 
people, in promising by oath, according as is 
customary to new Kings, to maintain all' their 
ancient privileged." — " Have then, Madam," 
said I, interrupting her, " the Arragonois any 
other privileges than the Castiliansf" — "Very 
particular ones," replied she; " and you bein^ 
a stranger, I believe you will be willing to let 
me inform you of them. 

" The daughter of Count Julien, named 
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Cata, was one of the most beatniiul Iitdies in 
the world : King Rodrigue became^ so passidn- 
ately iii love with her, that his affections,' 
knowing no bounds, transported him beyond 
all Dfteasure. The father, who was then in 
Africa, informed of the outrage done to his 
. datigbter, who breathed nothing but revenge, 
treated with the Moors, and supplied them with 
the means to eitter mto Spain*', and to make 
there, for sundry ages, all those ravages set 
forth at large in history. 
, *< The Arragonois were the first who sAiooi: 
off the yoke of these barl|»rians; and finding 
no more princesr of the race of the Grodosh 
Kiogi among them, they agreed to elect one, 
md cast their eyea on a Lord of the coumary, 
OaUed Garci Ximinez ; but they beivg masters^ 
tfO impose laws on bioi, and finding himself 
aufficiently happy that he might rule ' over 
them under any conditim, these people, there- 
fore, confined him within narrow bounds. 

^^ They agreed, that as soon as their mo- 
mtrch should break through any of their laws, 
he should immediately forfeit his power, and 

* This happened in 714, after ttie battle of St Martin, wfaoe- 
iu Don llodrigae lost bis life: others say he fled into Portogal^ 
and died in k town Aere called Visciu 
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they be at fuU liberty to cbeoge another^ 
thougb be were a Pagaa; and to prevent bim^ 
from vielatiDg their privileges^ and to defend 
thetns^ves against hon, they established a 
sorereign magistrate^ whom they call the Jiis-4 
tkkiy whose office was to observe the condact 
of the Kiogy the Judges, and the Peoples 
But the power of a soivereign being Ukelj to 
awe a mere particular, in order to eincowage 
the Justitia in the execution of bis o#ce, the;^ 
ordered that he might not suffer either in bis 
perscm or goods^ but by a complete assrembty 
c^ tbe states, which they call Las Cortes; 

** They moreover provided, that if the King" 
showkl cypress any one of his sttbjects, the 
great mrnA considerable men of the kingdom: 
mght astfembte themselves, and hinder bi« 
ireceivmg any of his revenues, till the innocent 
waa acquitted, and rerestabliahed i» bis former 
rights. And to make Garei Ximinez timely 
sensible of the power this man bad over him, 
they set hnm on a kind of a throne, and made 
tbe King to kneel down bare-headed before 
him, to receive from him hia oath of keeping 
their privileges. This ceremony ended, they 
acknowledged him their sovereign ; but .in atf 
odd as disrespectful manner; Jbr instead of 
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proiaiaing him fidelity and obedience^ they 
say to hiaiy ' We, w1m> are as good men as 
yourself, make yoaour King and GofEeraor, on 
condition you preserve tous our rights^ and pro- 
perties ; other\Vise we do not acknowledge you.* 
. ** The King, Don Pedro, in process of time, 
coming to the crown, disliked this custom, as 
unworthy of the regal state; and it so greatly 
disgusted bitn,. thai, by his. authority and in- 
treaties, and the offejps he made of bestowing 
several notable privileges on the kingdom, 
he procured the abolishment of this, in an as- 
sembly of the states : he got this general eon- 
l»ent in writing, which was represented to bkn. 
As soon as he had the parchment, he drew 
put his dagger, and pierced his hand with it, 
paying, < It was fit a law, which gave subjects 
^e liberty of choosing their sovereign, should 
l^e effaced with their sovereign's blood.* 
His statue is still seen in the deputation-hall 
^f Sarago^sa : be holds a dagger in pne band, 
and the charter iti the other. The late Kings 
have not been (^uch religious observers of their 
privileges as the £ir$t. 

" But there is 9^ law still in farce, and which 
is very singular, and this daey call, the Law of 
Manifestatiou ; which is, that if an Arragonois 
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kad wrofig.doRe bka in judgement, in con* 
sigaing fiye hundred crowns, be may bring his 
caBse before the Justiiia, who is obliged, after 
an exact inquisition, to punish him who has 
given a wrong sentence; and if he fails there^- 
i% the oppressed person may have recourse to 
the states of the kingdom, who assemble and 
noaiinate five persons of their body, which is 
to say, of the prime nobility, the ecclesiastics, 
the igentry, and commonalty; they appoint 
three out (d the first rank, and two from each 
of the others. But it is observable, that they 
choose the m^st ignorant to judge the most 
able men in the gown, whether to disgrace 
them the more for their fault, or, as they al« 
lege. That justice should be so clear, that the 
very ploughmen, and those who understand the 
least, should discern it without the help of 
oratory. It is likewise affirmed, that the judges 
tremble when they pronounce a sentence, fear- 
ing, it should turn against themselves, to the 
loss of their lives or estates, should they com- 
mit the least fault therein, either wilfully, or 
through inadvertency. It were well if this. 
custom were observed in all kingdoms; but 
this is rather to be wish^ than expected. 
^^ Yet what is noiess singular,^ that justice 
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rMntifu alvrays sorereiga; tud tbdtfgli the 
wguft j«dge be punished severely for hit wroog 
deccee, yet it subsista ia its full force, and k 
fuUy executed : if then aay unhappy wretch 
he sentenced to death, he is not spared, thoiigb 
hisinnoceacy be discovered, and naade as dear 
as noon-day, but his judges are likemse exe^ 
euted before his lace ; wUcfa, in my mind, is 
a poor consolation. If the judge aecnsed has 
justly performed his office, the plaintiff teares 
the five hundred crowns which he had con* 
signed. Bot were he to lose an hundred 
fhottsand cixywns of annual revenue, by the 
sentence he complains of, the sentence or de- 
cree remuiis good, and the Justitia is only 
condemned to pay him likewise five hundred 
crowns. The rest of this Judge's estate is 
forfeited to the King; which is, in my opinion, 
another point of injustice; for, in fine, be 
ought, abjove jail others, to have recompence 
made him who suffers by a wrong sentence. 
" ** These same people have another custom, 
to distinguish by the punishment the crime 
committed; for example, a cavalier, who has 
killed another in a duel (for duels here are 
strictly forbid), he has his head cut off before; 
and h& that haa assassinated, has fab heaid cut 
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off beliifid. TUs is to dktingiush him wb# - 
\ft9A b^iared Hke a brave mao^ from him that 
kiilA you treichecoasly.'* Sbe added, 

^* That to sp^ak in general of th« ArTago- 
noia, they have a satural pride, which is bard 
to be suppressed: but likewise, to do them 
justice, there are people of nc^le mkids to be 
found among tbem; insomuch, that they are 
easily discerned fi»m ail the rest of the King 
of Spaiu^s suljgects; that they have never 
wanted great men, from their first King to Fer- 
dinand ; that they coonted 8\ich agreat number 
of them, aa would scarcely be betieved« How- 
ever, it is certain that diey have greatly re« 
commended themselves by thcdr valou^ and 
conduct; that as^ to the rest, their country 
^as so little fnutful, that- excepting some vai* 
eys, which were watered by chaunels, whose 
water came from the Ebro, the rest was so 
dry and sandy, that you meet with jicarce any 
thing eke but ston^y and parcbed**up places; 
that Sar^gossa is a great city, the houses finer 
tb^a at Madrid^ the public places adorned 
witb arches; that the holy street, .where the 
courses are run, is so long and laige, aa may 
make it pass for a great and vast square,, having 
several gpreait joden's palaces in k^ tbatof Caa<i 
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ielmorato being one of the pleasahtest; that 
the vault of St.^ Francises church wa& verjr 
carious, for being of extraordinary largen^s, 
yet it is upheld by no pillars; that the city is 
not strong, but the inhabitants so stout, that 
it needed no walls; that it has never a foun- 
tain, this being one of its greatest defects; 
that the Ebro carried no boats, the river being 
full of dangerous rocks. As to the. rest, the 
archbishopric was worth sixty thousand crowns 
a year; that the Viceroy alty brought in no 
revenue, h^ng a place of honour, fit only for 
great men to bear the expense of it, to main- 
tain their ranks, and keep the people under, 
who are naturally fierce and imperious, not 
affable to strangers; and so little desirous of 
makipig acquaintance, that the}" choose rather 
to stay, at home all their life-tinie, than stir 
out to procure friendships ; that here is a severe 
inquisition, who have a stately palace, and a 
most rigid court of justice; yet this does not 
hinder great troops of robbers, called Bando- 
leros, firom ravaging, ' and dispersing thera- 
selves; over all Spain; who give no quarter to 
travellers, snatching up sometimes women of 
quality, whom they afterwards set at ransom, 
for their parents to red^n^; but when they 
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«r^ Jl^dsdme, they ke^ them. And this ii 
the greatest, mfsfottime. that can ^happen to 
them, being forced to spend their days with 
the' worst of men, who keep them in dreadful 
caves, or carry them along with thein on horses- 
back, being so furiously jealous of 'them, that 
one of their captains having been lately set 
^pon by soldiers, sent into the mountains to 
seise on him, being mortally wounded, knA 
having his mistress with him, who was of th< 
Marquis de Camaraza's family, a grandee of 
Spain* When she saw him in this condition^ 
she thought only of making use of this fa- 
vourable opp6rtunity of saving herself; which 
he perceiving, dying as he was, he catched. 
hold of her hair, and struck his dagger into 
her breastj^ being not willing," said he, " that 
another should possess a treaslire whic^ had 
been so deat to him. And this is what him- 
self acknowledged to the soldiers who found 
him, and saw this sad spectacle."^ 

The beautiful Marchioness here held her 
peace; and I returned her all <|ue thanks for 
the favour she did pie, ininforming me of these 
curiosities; and of which, perhaps, without her, 
I might have been ignorant all my life. *^ I do 
aot think, ^]VIadam," said she to me,, "you owe 

VOL. I. H 
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iBe such thanks — I rather fear the having de* 
served reproachea for so long and tip^o^fne a 

conversation." 

I would not let her leave me to eat else* 
where; and I obliged her to lie with me, she 
having no hed. So civil jind courteous a pro- 
f^eeding made her much my friend. She ^- 
fMred tne of this in such affectionate, terms, 
that I could not doubt of it; for I mast tell 
you^ the Spanish women are more caressing 
tiian we, and are far more kind and tender to 
^hose. they profess friendship. In fine, I could 
not forbear telling ber, "' That if she had all 
the kindness for me she made professic^i, she 
ipust be so cohiplaisanty to inform me what 
^fuade her seem so melancholy? That I Lad 
lieard her fetch deep sighs in the night, aud 
appeared very restless and disconsolate ; that if 
§he couid find any comfort in sharing her 
grief with me, I oflFered my service toher, as 
a most faithful friend." She embraced m^ with 
great affection, and told me, without delay, 
" She would imn[iediately satisfy my curio- 
sity;" which she did in these terms r — 

" Seeing you are desirous to know me, I 
^ust, without disguising to you any thing, 
acknowledge my weakness to you; and, by 
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my ftiTiceiity and opbnvheavtednes^ ^desenr^a 
^Ufiostty as ofaligisg^as yoor's*" 
' ^ <« I cooie not of siich/a^'&inily-aB m^y daim 
nobility : my father^a name i1ra3 DaVila ; he was 
only a banker^ bm he v*s ingood credit^ and 
was moderately . w^^tby; we are of Seville, 
the capital of Aia^^iu^ia^ and we haMe ever 
dwelt Uiere« |\fy niOtb^ knew the world — 
she saw many people lOf.. quality. — and having 
no children but me/.nb^ took great care of 
my edttcation : it did not apf^ear Ul bestowed 
on tiap, for I had t;be gO(>d fortune to get the 
good^ will of most tfia^. saw, iln^. i 'J 

*^We bad two ]neigW>otirs who came often 
to our house, who wjerd tiery wdcome both td' 
my father and moUii^r.: their condition and 
age were in no; son ;kHkj9; One ^ was the 
Marquis de Jos^Rios, a. pfffsim Wealthy and 
qdi>le : he w^ a widower, and well itdvanced 
in 3rears« The other wjRst^e: spn of a. gre«i 
merclmnt, who traded to th^ Indies : be was 
young and baadsome : :be[ h^d Wit, ahd>very 
graceful behaviour: i^s, iiMie wa3/ Mendezi 
He was not long.be^re»h^ fell:passionaiieIy iti 
love with me; so ^hftt he ^omittei nothing 
which might please m^^ aod gain my affections; 
<< He was in ^11 places wjberebe knifcit I'wai 
H 2 
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tx> f9$n -^ ha ape»iiMlioIecitigh& rnider my % ki^ 
dows, to sing venfeft wt^hiie liad coriipost^ 
end set toiBf predse^i^wliich^he'hiid'rery^ w^U 
accompanied with his haip; 
' *♦ But seeing .;bts ftttendanciesf' had not all 
tjae effect^be '^ic^eeted^atidfasivitig pd^d soin^ 
time in itAis.' ttiatidery witboMdatinj^'tisr ib^- 
tioa his^ffedtii^n-to m^^h^ uilen^th resoireff 
to make'use-of the fifBtoppoKtitiity t6'^e<jTiahit 
me with h« J ai^id^iiifli fever 'sihcif I had a 
conrnel^aficitt ll^tt^ {ih^ of iaiy friends, wfio lAd 
imrd i^p^M»e«^«iiy 1^(^ledge of the world 
than I. I had .feit,- that^Metldez^s company 
garc) me joy, 'and diab my^iie^tt Ibad an^nio- 
tioafsn^ Uiat, Whi(^ it had'DOtfbr o^bei^ ;'that 
iirhenrfaisaffflins/broiir viri^ts^ hinder<ed him 'from 
seeing' me^nP grew'»*i*sitesfe;' and loving fliis 
jroting viovmLii^^Wi dthers/,'knd*fce1ng as dear 
io h^r, i*e ote^l^#d I -^iii'nbt sd%eW arid-gay 
As ^t^ef\y,^ti^d'^ktriiY'eyei w^rfe softietinies 
attentively fixed ow' Mendes^. 0n'e day ^ ' when 
4ie raliiigd Witsh iirt^^'aWut it} T said to her very 
innocenilj/^^^^'My'tl^r^ttehrietta, deferte to me 
tHe«ferttimeflt^Il5y Ve-fSriwAa^is : I know' not 
^hiether 4'>6ttght to B^^dflT^idtof-thiim, and 
whether looght not tedefettdihykcJf ftom them. 
I'fed i- kn6w not wiiat soil of trouble and^plea- 
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mre^rmvigMmy briaet.' • She l«ganr: to. laugh, 
4ibBr e«il^rat:ed me, .and said to nie^ ^ My dear 
heait, you are iti loye.' — * Who^ I in loveT 
replied I, iu amaiie; **yatt.joke jvith ijne; I 
neither aai^ nor will be, ia^lbve.' — *This de-, 
peuds not always oh us/ coiitiniied she, with 
a move aerioos air; ^ our stars decide this be«* 
fore our hearts. But, in earnest, wbat is it sp 
Inucb ^rtles you? Mendez is in a condition 
iequal to yonr's ; he deserves well; a good come- 
ly man ; aad if his affairs go on with the same 
^Uioceas as they Junre; done hitherto, you majt 
lii5e veryihi^ipUy withhim;*?-^! Ah4 whencd 
ahoiild r learn,*: ap{died I, interrupting her^ 
/ thatiie mil blerhAppy^ witb^ me, and that hg 
ao Qin^.as: thinhsr.tbi8i;>tH4 ^.O tike thy word^ 
fer it/ amtweifed abt;t A sdiatey^r he im^ don0 
baa. iti views;; for. menoai&'^nbl wont to pass 
otgfatsuuder wiadoms^ ahdiiie.dayai]| following 
a, person',, fbr Whdm: they Jba^a* noting but ii>^ 
dilFeroQcy..\ • : ' , •; \ ; - ^ . ^.^ 
. ^> Aftejr somerrotberdiscDiirse of- tbis'na<» 
ture»..iBfa^ilieft.^me,.;and i .r^olt«d,Inpitwufa^ 
standing the struggles I . £elt . ii| nie, to ^^re 
Menddz faax3]ipoituiuty:i3£^Apeaicin» VO inh^ufi 
private. '«• ^. • .*- ^'^ 
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'^ But one night' as i' was walking in. tke 
garden, he oame^. towards. me — I was per- 
plexed to see myself alone with him ', and be 
had the opportunity/ of roiSserving it on mj 
xouutenance, and ia tbci maimer, after which I 
i-eceived him. This couldnet? dwert him from 
the design be had iof eutertainingiine : ^ How 
happy am I, Madam,! ^aiiliie, .^ to. find yoa 
alpue! but do. I call myself happy f. perhaps I 
Jinow hot wh<^t I say pfeclit may jbieji^ you wiK 
»ot receive asecret;>\dtli.whtch I: wxaisld entrust 
you.' — ^ 1 am as yet so young/ iuiid i to htm^ 
bhishing, ■* that-I jwould advise' j^m^ to^say bo« 
thing toniey'uaks^iyoit.wpuid'JianKe me tinpant 
it. to my con^paaiiaDs^!->«7-:^;AJ2isP GOAtiimed'hey 
* should! tellydii I«d6ieiy{o^l; that all my tep* 
^iobss depeiTftsvoa-ithii hipKnatiioDs y^m^xave lo^ 
svardsme.; thatiicannotdrise witbeiit soiMcer* 
^inty tbaijiL mayjdnedayvpieafieyou^^wittyott 
teillii^ loyowcaaai^ajmoa&fl/«-^' No^^^aatdl u> 
him, in great perplexity, ^ I would lookon this 
QOnM&xcQj asbvjcrailknir ;:. and. not believing it 
myself, « I.oveoold. not hffisai^d its^fa^iisgH^elil 'to 
be believed, by .others! • ; 
i^" Wx went-iqIeitcuRteiasi 1 ended these 
words; and he appeared to n^e not overNcoiH 
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tent with the answer ]^ made him ; and some 
time after he found an opportunity to reproach 
me with it. 

** I could not but give a fatourable eart0 
the inclifiations I had towards him: every 
thing he tuld me, seemed to me to have its 
particular gracefulness ; and it was no hard 
matter for him to^ persuade me, that he loved 
me above ail things in the world. In the mean 
time, the Marquis deios Rios tocJc such a 
liking to me, and my person and behaviour 
ran so deeply in his thoughts,, that i|e wholly 
^iplied himself to }dease me. He was very 
nice and cautious: he could not resolve witb 
himself to owe me wholly to the authority of 
my parents r he w^U knew they would receive 
as an honour theintentions he bad forme; but 
he. was for gaining my cousent before be de^ 
inanded theirs. 

" In this design he said all to me he thbitght 
was like to take with me. I answered him,^ 
/ I^ould always' think it an indispensable duty 
to obey my father ;' yet our ages were so dif** 
ferent, that I told him, ^ I thought it were, bet- 
ter that he left off thinking of me;, that I 
should have an everlasting acknowledgment 
for theadvan^^eousinteationshebadfor mte^ 
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aii4 therefore I would esteem faicn, diongh J 
^uI4 DQt love him.' Haviog iieard what :I 
said, he was some time without speaking) and 
^mediately taking up a vtry gei^ixms reso- 
lution— f hoVely .Mariaila^^ ^mya lie, *yoii 
mjgbt have mad^ me the boppie^t man in the 
world I and if you were ambivous^ I hadtbere^ 
with to satisfy you : but you refuse me, and I 
desire to be lanoiher'a -r- 1 consent ta it— I love 
. j^ou too ilrell to be in suspense^ whetl^r you 
are to be ^satisfied or I; I dierefGofe wholly aa* 
eiifice.m|f bappin^s to you^ and leaT^eyoulbc 
tretJ* Inr etding these woids^ he left mey ami 
appeared so afficted, that leould not forbear 
Veing concerned. » o , . . - 

r. f* Mendttzwrivedtooh after, todjfbn&d ma 
Aislandioly-rbe Was so earaesi wsib me to 
know thex^ause, that I could not deny bim thii 
proof of my complaisance. Any one but he 
would have bad a sensible obligation i^ the 
exclusion I cameirom giving^his' rival : 'but &r 
fromseeming to value it, he told me^ ^ He aaw 
in mine eyes the regret I had for a lover, whoi 
could place me in another sort ©raranlp than- 
he was able, and' that my proceeding \vas very 
cruel* In vain I endeavoured to make him 
sensibler of '^ mjusuce of lua ^haviour; but 
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charging me wUh^iintotiBlsiiicy. I i^anied 
^exedand^^uiif^e() atthUlu^way of dealing, 
aod wa»se«re'M:da7ft t^idxb*t^|>e8king to biniv 

*^ He^ in ^i^e^frndz^t ii»ders4iood that be had 
mo rea9on toi - rcniiplkin '*^ be i c^mei to me^ 
jbeggedaiy.'panbii^ai^/testtfiadita^aie a great 
displeasure bT his owd? j^iltioftyi^ ^e exeused 
idi^isfel^ as all lovbro do{!onltbeis(Mb^tb^ of his 
pasfliam . I bad iamn^b iMeakneflsias<to>bewiU 
iiDg to forget the ttdv^hi 'beihkA Igi veil me : we 
madevp the ttiatter^beiween \ii6^>and he coiv-' 
«tixiiiedJiiaaddress^«;, '>ni !. / > .j. .{^ > 
ui. M lihk &^dr iiaYAQg fandenlt6od tfaeipusioh 
^ iia4 fori^me^r ibftdiigbt be^cbuld Ji6t jpmoum 
jMaiaiiK>r|3r«adra[iUg^(Nirfjman%(ge. .iHe'took 
wrifcejoF^ititeiMq^^j^rdgajnieEaf^ to my 

father, .to. open tc^i(l» vfangiiFi^i^ttl t^they bad 
been king.fcidad^./^-^^Kds4iibToWffbly h^drd^ 
tod[the]f7oasiiy!agihBed49iItbinnktter;.' ,. •^>. $ 

^fjJMMidea xase.tpriB&cdi^'Rig o£the aewa^ 
^jlth,d«0li dtaiiMiXMata^^^ woi^ldifaave s^eemedxv- 
<dicaIousi i(i'My>tthe9idii^viLid'mi%tg^.' -M^ 
^oacAh^b Ankcedtt m^ via Iwdkl kiiidly \;oti. iiiiii, 
-lelliug bod^^tbifn^ffaiir'iBpauldtbh ^Wntag^ouii. 
ia mpi^ihodi^Bk:$qoik asctbe (i9&diai£Leet,$hbuU 
H 5 
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arrive, irrfieireiu tie mras g^ooally' eoncer oed^ tbe 
marriage should be condnidtd^ // ^ . » 

<< While maUi^s tibu» pasMrdv-^ JSforquis 
de los Rios had rerired to^sn^ of .his eountry.- 
houses, where hesi^irce^.^aw/any one.: he led 
a languishiag life: be.irtill k)fy«d-.aie, but hirv- 
dered himself fcoion: leUittg.dDle' so, and from 
Gomfortiog -biii;tself!lD}^\ thisanodceskt ren^edy. . 

^^ hi fine,. U^ibody^ could not re^dst the 
heariDesft.^ffhifffdinMl : iiie fell dangeroeEsLyill^ 
and being told .hy^ iUbe ^i^hysiciaqs^ that there 
was no hope of his .^epovery, be plucked up 
his spirits to write me ithe most affectionate 
letterimoginaJ^le, and ^e^tiat tbesMne time 
to.me a jdcaedloC igiftl o£;jilLiusc«statG/ iS'tcase 
Jhe .dieU. ^J^ynsmtbaiiifwaB ifil«):my ckaambei^ 
when a gefi^j^Bftiaittipresai^^tMia faicket from 
him — r ^e wtwijIi^i^Qpiv siihf&it: contained. 

<^ I couldi^n^^iorbe^ ati the same time 
teMing her wh»tbAriipa|8edyTOd weii^eife botfa 
pf U8 in: tbe gceatesti isiirprise at the.Mlnrqiiis's 
extremis generosity^ ' She^isent^himwoard, that 
I should go withmy.&mily to tfaaak him for a 
jibeaality which I had no veays. deserved; and, 
in particular, shd ;sharply jreprimaniied me for 
having .malde a joly stery ;iof a: thingitoiiQr^iiiriitk 
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which I ought to have immediately acquaititei 
her. I threw myself at her feet, I excused 
myself in the best manner I could, andtestified 
such great sorrow for having displeased her, 
that I easUy obtained %er pardon. Leaving my 
chamber, she went to my father, and having 
told him all which had passed, they resolved 
to go the next morning to see the Marquis, and 
to carry me with them. / 

^' I acquainted Mende3 with this in the 
evening, and the fear I had, lest my parenu 
should, in fine, make me marry this old man, 
if be chsuiced to escape out of his- sickness^ 
However sensible I appeared to him pf this,. 
he was s^ far transported, and reproached me 
so greatly with it, that I must have loved him 
«s mo^h as I did, iK>t to have broke* off with 
him : but he had such an ascendence over me^ 
though be was of all men the most unjust, yet 
I thought him the most reasonable;. * 

" We were at the Marquis^ de los Rios's; 
his country-house was not above two league^ 
from Seville i dying a£f he was, he received. us 
with such joy as was easily observable. My 
father testified to him his grief, to see him la 
salow a condition, tj^keiS him for th^ dQu^tio^ 
he made me^ and assui^d hiiq, if he could fiad^ 
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fair and just pretence, he wdTidd »btettk otf witb 
Mendezy to whom^ he had engaged hi^ word c 
that should this happen^ he promised him «o« 
Jemnly that I should he his* Hd received 
this assurance in the sa«ie manner as if4iehad 
received a perfect fehq^ly; but he knew well 
the grief I conceived therleat. I became pale, 
my eyes were covered wi«h tears ; and- wheik 
we were about leaving him^ he deah^ed me to 
draw near to him^ He told me, with a ian« 
guisbing tone, ' Fear nothing, Mariana*— I 
Jove you too well to displease you ; you shall 
have Mendez, seeing ypur affections are en- 
gaged to him.* — I answered bifn, * I had no 
particular inclination for him ; but being eona- 
manded to respect him, as a nian-whO'Was ta 
be my husband, I could do no otherwise; how» 
<fever, I intreated him to be well.* 

"'. This seemed to me the least step I cw>ald 
take towards a person to whom I hkd so great 
bbligations. He appeared thereat suffioiefftly 
aatisfietl, attempting to take my hand and kisi 
it; 'Remember,* said he^to me, *youlBftjoiii 
toe to live ; and that my life being yourAvork^ 
^ou will bc^ obliged to preserve it.* We re«» 
tuirned at night,, and the impatient Mendez 
<wa4te<lfor usy to make me new reptoaches^ 1 
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took them, as usual, as' proofs^ of his pasfeionj 

and having jnstifiecl myseff^ I asked bim^ 

'• What news tliere was of- the fleet V —- < Alas !• 

said be to m^y ^ my fe&er-has i^eceiv^ ^utch as 

drives me to despair v^I dare not inform you«* 

•i-i- * Have you aily thing separate from ifae ?* 

said I to him, lotting tenderly on him ; Vwould 

you have me«o keep Jiothing from you ?'_ — * f 

atn too'happy^* replied he, Mu that ydu have 

meh favourable ^dispositions; and pot- being 

able taktep^ny secret from y6u, I must plainly 

tell you, that the galleon^ in which is our whole 

estate^ v» split and lost, running against a rock 

But Isboald be less sensibly how greatly so* 

evfer I' aiQ' ihte«ds«ed,didl not look oh th% uni 

.hftp^'edftsequdiieei 'of this hm. Vbur pi^e-L 

•MUoe wtl) tc^tore'tbe Marquis de loe^ Bios t6 

liis'beatth'^bis sentiments for^oy are known. 

in yourfeAiily-T-feeisurklii and^a^gmsitmM-^ 

.1 ^am' become imiseiable '^ wd* if yxAx fotsal^ 

,tne, my dbar MarittiR@M I'^ituHJhate h6 hi(>r6 

hxip^ \m^ iuHBpMdy .deiiEtE.'i t #a^ p9eitietf 

\yf(mk ^ohow at thii^ l»d -^ewfifi ^I ..t<^k- Unt 

€i hki^handsyai^d- closing: kw\^tlii''mine|'l 

'aaid' t^^ bMr^^ ^-My <dear. M^nde^; db rfot: 

thiiik ' me -tapable of loving f^; • dti3 ^ yirt 

leaviii^'ysu^ bjF tti^^eftebla^'of. )rt^ i^ 
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bad fortune : I call Heaven to witne^' cobk 
tinued 1/ ^piovided you lore mey and wiU he 
&ithful to me, that I will never foa'sake youf; 
and let it punWb me if ever I prove ineoi^ 
sunt.* 

^' He testified all the acknowledgements he 
owed me for such aiFeciaonate assurances, and 
}ve resolved not to divulge this accident. 

^ I withdrew very raelafidboly^ and shut 
myself up in my closet,, ruminating on the 
consequences of tUs sad disastei:. I was still 
•there, when I heard s<Mnebody knocking softly 
at the shutters of my wiadow : I . dvew neas, 
and 4aw Mender by the light of the moon»: 
< Whai do you here/ said I to him,, ^at this 
time of the ni^t? '^ — ^Alas:l)' amwered be, 
} I was trying whether I could speak mdtb you 
before I departed. My fatheor.bas again lately 
received iiews* of the fgalleon, aud urtU have 
vsf/Q imme4*a|^ly go where, she is run aground, 
%(^ endefivour to. sai^e something.: it is a long 
^^y thitbei^ 4nd .1 shall be a long time witb- 
Out seeing .yoy^ Ah^ deat Mairianai durii^ 
aU thisti^e will ypu be as good as yoiuc word 
to.m^jl :Ma(y likdpe my dear 'mistf ess. will be 
|aithf4:|l: to.me ? ' ^ — ^ What reason have. I given 
ypa, M^e2,V said I^ » interrupting ISm^ * to- 
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doubt it? Yes,' continued I, *I will love 
yoa. — the most unfortunate man in the world/ 

<« Itrwomld be^to ^hv»e yoot patience; 
Mafdatti, -to retote to you all that pass^ftd at tlR9 
fne«irnfut sepskmtioa ; and though there ap<^ 
peat«d no danger, yet our hearts bad' a fore* 
boding of vvhaX was afterwards to happen to 
us. The day began fo appear, and we must 
bid adieu : I saw him shed tears, which were 
ac^Mn^anied with mh)^. 

^** I threw, myself oh 'my beef, infysing a 
thousand sad thoughts^ in - mfy mind; and I 
a^p^red the next morning so out of order; 
that 'my father and mother were afraid that I 
\Mt 'falling into some dangerous fit of sickness. 
' ^* Mendez^s father eame to make them a 
visit, to excuse bis son's parting without tak^ 
in^ his leave of theiii. He Mkfed, ^He had 
a bdfeineasvrhich required' such ha^te, as would 
net snffer him;a intoute^stinie at ,his> disposal/ 
As toi myself/' Madam, I was com1^rtles$^ 
being iQSCfnsible'to ev^ t^iftg^^' And4f aii^ 
thibg coiild etase me^ it was^^oa^ hours'- con-^ 
teiyiitis^n #ith my dear^fi«nlKett% wkh whcHH 
4'!ftaely vented my 'thoughtls tooebing ^bl^ 
-kin^iatoseiite {ft^Uetvdea. yyf '--^ -^ <* » < 
*"^. 4a • tis^i mrftoiitiM^: thtfi jlfhtqiiis de» joft 
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iUob jivas ott 4f idimger^ aq4 n^y faetber w«iit 
ofl^ii/ta.aeQibifB.. I jobserfed one day gfeat 
fdUffniiops -m my motbods ijouktbumicc ; - sbe 
and fny^ &lber i^^l^ :h^J»: l^f^o4b<|t^t|p' wlA 
tbe gpQ<l <Ti^]»,;H«bQ. qap»0 to n^e ibw^s^^ 
yisic; and afler a cooferen^ of jsfpae Ufne^ 
fkey cikUed me^ >yi^boiit n»y 1)f^|( abl^ ta 
diviae ^tife: cause. 

^ <^ {«:.ei)tered i^tQ .ibejur aparj^eDt ta apcb 
disorder, that I knew i>ot,wbat I ^id. OpfS^:^ 
ib^se good jEatber^5,.v^erable.|>y bis age and 
)iabiit| spake mi^b^o.ipe ^boul tbe resiga4* 
tton^ we owe to tbe Divwe Wijl> 09 l^prpvi* 
fleoae to every ibi^g wlwcb rebnes »o ^; .aod 
tbe ,cioj»eofi^is.4^Q^)^>w»% /.Tbai]|(I^i^ 
:^as taken by tbe. Algeirinec^ ; tbat be was a 
slave; ai^d, by bis qai^for^es .tbesc^. piratic 
bad learned iAm be ^wafi a ri^b inercbjMii;*^ sqii^ 
wbieb bsi^ 4)e)saiHpii4d.iiibe ^tjpg bm> ali>a» 
!^^«iKir<&QMy .roA^^wj .tbft|<4b^y.Mrem »t Air 
yifi^.At tbe tme |bat^ be».Mri^d^,wd(.909}d 
wUiag\y |iav^.bri^itgbt vbiipTaiMg <WJ^ «bw^ 
l>9t>tbe BtfMP0ro^JtM«>^ for;u9ll, fm 

P((^t .#HfiKf^9li,ig»^*iblfQ,j4<^ itbai; . aii/;di«r 
cetarA rit^,baAib!9eolat bit^ Mh»(-ib tofiafdnfi 
him of thifl vexaticw&idMMt^ hvH-fttnu^ikit 
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ieon, in which was embarked dl bis effects, 
without being able to save any thing, had in* 
duced him to avoid his creditors, ii^ho sought 
him every wheve,- to throw him into prison; 
that. things being in' this cooditioil^.they saw 
no remedy to poc^r Mendez's misfortune^ 
being ia the hands of Meluza the most famood 
and covetous of all the Corsairs; isnd that, if I 
would follow their advice, and that of my 
parents, I wonld think of taking another 
party, I had so far heard this dreadful new« 
ill so ecstatic a condition^ that I* • could only 
interrupt ihem by sad sighs; but tWben he 
told me, I must think of another party-;- 1 
buTit OBt into tears aild'slmehs, «s miide 
both myvfatheTi and motha^, andiitheie- reli^- 
giolis, eon^passionate 0ie. '^ . :. 

^'; I' wak 'Carried into my ehamber, as one 
nearer death tbtfn lilis; and Donna itenrietta 
wasa^it for][ and it wai^ not wkhiint grelit 
affiic«iou she beheld me '*in^ this todco^itio'it. 
I fdl into a most d^op fiielaneholy -^^ I tofl- 
mented myself day and hight<^4^andilotliing 
was Hble to remove my dear Mendte* oUt of 
my miifd. ' ^ ......: 

" The Marquis de los Rios, having, teamt 
what had passed, conceived stieh'sttt>*gh6pesi 
that ii^ s6oi!t found' himself in Vtionditibn to 
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come and claiin of my father and me tke effect 
of. the words we bad given bim. I showed 
him that mine were not disengaged in respect 
of Mendez; that he was unfortanatey which 
no w<ays lessened my eogagemeots to him. He 
heard me without being persuaded by me, and 
told me, ' I had the same desire of destroying 
myself as others had of saving themselves; 
that it was more my interest than his, which 
made hino act as he did*' And being ravished 
with having a pretence which seemed to him 
plausible, he pressed my father with such ear« 
uestuess, that he at length consented to what 
lie-d^ired, 

'. -^^ .It. is impossible for me- to pnesent toyou^ 
JK^dsuo, in wh^t an abyss oS sorrow Lwas 
in ; * What is become^ jmy Lord,* said I to 
«the M^r^quift, ^ of that scrupulous tenderness 
which hindered you from taking tny heart 
from any other hand- than my own? Let me 
at. fleas t bavei some tinie to forget Mendez: 
perhfps his absence and knisfertune& may pre- 
vail oiiif 11^ to some iiKU^ereocy towards Jum< 
To this cruel; a^cid^nt, which has sotftched 
him so lately- from me, you add new troubles 
whea you expect I should so speedily pass over 
frombim to yx^u.^' , . , ,^ 

^ << < I know .npt what I may expect or hop« 
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£or,^ said he to me, ^ bi^t this I am Bixte of) that 
my complaisance bad like to have cost me my 
life; that if you be not. designed for me, 
you will be another's } and as to Mendez, his 
fortune has been such, that he can no longer 
pretend to you ; and seeing you must be dis- 
posed off I think you are very hard-hearted 
to refuse me. Ycm cannot be ignorant of 
. what I have done hitherto to please you — my 
former proceeding should serve as a suffioient 
te^^i^onyof my future respects.' 

^^ The Marquis mode a greater progress in 
my iather^s mind than mine. In a word, my 
mother haviug one day- sent for me, told n>e^ 
thut it was (to no purpose, to use any longed 
del^:8f my &dier^eit}g resolved I should d>ey 
his orders. Wfasteerer i could say to excuse 
myself^ '.my .tears, , my remonstrances^ and eni 
treaties,, were all to uo purpose, and served 
only V0 eixasperate my mother.. >. 

** All things necest»ry were prepared for 
my marriage — ^^tjjti Marquis would have every, 
thing suitable to i hu quality-^ he- sent me si 
cabinet of jewels .and precious stcHies, to thd 
value\of seveiral thousand crowns.^ The fatal 
day for our weddipg was fixed. SeeiDg: myself 
redug^djto this extremity, I too^ a^esokitionr 
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which wiH surprise yoo^ Ms^dan^ and demQn- 
sirate a great passion* 

"I went to Donna Henrietta — this friend 
bad been ever faithful to me — and ^hrew my- 
self at her feet, surprising 'her by so extra- 
ordinary a carriage: ^ My dear Hei^rietta/ said 
I to her, (melting in teai^), ^ tikete is no re- 
Qiedy to my misfortunes, unless you hare- pity 
on me : do not abandon aie>. let me conjure 
you, in the sad condition I am in — to-morrow 
I mu^t marry the. Marquis de los Rios ! I can 
no longer aroid it. Jf : the oS^n bf fn^d- 
ship you have made me be proof 'agaifi^ aU 
trial, and can make you capableuD^ a gdnerou^- 
cesoluticHi, you wilL not. refuse tb .foilo^ hi/ 
fori^^ue,. and to aocoqapany mtdtoxAlgiep-td 
pay Mender's ranscHxl, to^jsedeemhnk^firom 
the crueV sbvery he is in. Yoti see. me ai 
your fe^t,' cpntinued I; ^ I will nevertfise^ till 
. you have given me your <woid, to>do iMh%lb f 
desire yofu^^^^She seemed so conoerded^tmy 
posture^ that I arosati^ make her ^k|ls#erfl^«- 
She inunediately esfitibrsuced me with g^eat^es- 
timomes. of tenderness: * I will jrefAise you 
jtothing, 'my dear Marisma,- said fitbe >eo-iDe,' 
Vwere it my very life; but^ydu -a^e going to 
ruin>~y.oot)self|^ and jqo witll yoiL. H(mcaa 
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two girls execute what you pk)ject? Our age,- 
our sex, and your beauty, will expose us to 
accidents, the bare imagination of which 
makes me tremble. THis is certain, we are 
gdng" to overwhelm^ our famities witE shamd 
and cdBtftitfJ4»} and if you had seriously re-» 
fleeted on it, yoa cimld not possibly have come 
to this resolution.*?-^* Ah \ barbarous ! ' cried I f 
^ and more barbarous than he that detains my 
lovef - — you forsake me ! but though- I am' 
alone, yet that shall i)6t Hinder me from pur- 
seing my point; nettt^ tan ihe assistance you 
should givestand .me in much stead : remain^ 
remain — I consent — 'it is fit I should depart 
wi^oiit any comfort to wiihstanH dl dangers ) 
I confess such, ah undertafeLing is fit only foi^ . 
adespeJAte creature.'- ' 

** My repi'oach^s Md ' Clears ' niov^d iflen- 
rietta: she toid me '* my interest had- obliged 
her asmu^h as her own- to speak to me as 
she had <lon<^; but seeinfg I piersisted in my 
first Tesolchton, and ' that Aothmg ooiild divert 
me'firom it; she was resolved 1 should not go 
alone ;^ ^nd said^ Uhafrif I w^uld be ruled by 
her,' we should disgfiise ourselves;- that she 
would undertake ta procure two suits of men's 
apparel; ahd as for the rest, she would leav^ / 
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it entirely to my direction.* — I cinbnttsed her 
witb.a thousand iestitnoniea of thankfiikiess. • 

*SI afterwards asked her>, whether she bad 
seen the jewels which* the Marquis had s^nt 
me? * I will carry them/ said I to her^ * to 
purchase Mende«*s ransom with them** — We 
resolved not to lose any time; and we netther 
of us failed in what we had pi^jected. 

" Never were two maidens better disgmsed 
under the habit of two cavadiers* We set off 
that night, and embark^ oursel^es^ mdiout 
the least obstacle y but after some days* sail we 
>vere overtaken by so vblenta storm, as made 
us despair of our safety. In aU this disorder 
and danger, I was less. concerned fer myself, 
thun for not haying procured my dear. Men- 
dez*s liberty, and for havibg engaged Hep[iietta 
to ftrflow my ill^furtiloe. ;* It is,* said !^ em- 
bracing her, * it is J) my dear companion, that 
has raised this storm : were I not on ^he sea, it 
would be calm — fmy misfortunes . follow me 
wherevter I go,' At last, haTing been a day 
and two.nights i^ continual alanas, the wether 
changed, and we safely arrived at .Algiers. 
,. '^ I was so glad to 'see myself in a coadi- 
tion to deliver^ Mendez, that I re<ikoned all 
tlie^. danger we pnder^rent as nothing^: but. 
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ala^! what became of me in cUsembarking! 
whe»» after all the search which could be made, 
I perceived there was no hope of finding the 
little cabinet wherein 1 had put all that I had 
most precious — I found myself seized with 
such vitilent grief, that I thought I shquld 
have expired before I got out of the ves^l. 
Without doabt this cabinet, which was small, 
ahd of which I took but little care daring the 
tempest, fell into the sea, or was stole : whichr 
ever of these two it was, I had a considerable 
loss ; and I had only reniaining jewels to the 
valae of a thousand pounds, which I had 
kept for all events about me. 

*' I resolved with this to make a trial with 
Mendez^s patron^ As soon as we were in the. 
towii, we inquired, .and soon found his house ^ 
(for Meluza was well known), and went there 
dressed 0s gentlemen. . 

** I cannot express to you. Madam, the 
trouble I was in on drawing uiear this bousey 
where I knew my dear lover languished in 
chains. What sad reflexions did I not make I 
how did I look when. I entered the Corsair^s 
Iiouse, and saw Mendcz chained, with several 
others, who were leading out to work in the 
field ! I should have fallen at his feet, had 
not Henrietta borne .me up i — I no longer 
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knew where I was, nor what I did — ^I would 
l^ave spoken to hiin, but grief hiid so seized 
on my spirits^ that iny tongue could not otter 
a word. As to him, he behekl me not-^-he was 
so sad and depressed, that be could ^qok on 
no one; 'and they must love him as muofa as I 
did, to knpw him, so greatly was he changed 
. ^* After having been some time coming to 
myself, I went into a low room, where I was 
told Meluza was — I saluted. him, and told 
hun the occasion of my voyage; that Mendez 
was my near relation; that he was undone 
. by the loss of a galleon, and his captivity to- 
gether; and that it was out of my own mO'^ 
Qey that I would pay his ransom. The Moor 
appeared to be little concerned: it was not 
bis business to inquire whence I had my mo» 
ney; but this he certainly knew, thatt Mendez 
was rich; and to show that he would'not take 
all advantages, he would therefore set him at 
twenty thousand crowns. ^ 

^^Alas! what would this have been, had 
I not lost my jewels ? but this was too much 
in the condition I was in. In fi'nej after se- 
veral long fruitless disputes, I took on me im- 
mediately a resolution which could only be 
inspired by an extreme love. 

<^ < Here is all I have/ said 1 to the pirate, 
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Haying liiip in jf dUmondt; * they ^e itot wordi 
wli^t tjipaji^niaiiidest-^take ve^ for tbjr slaye^ 
and be persuaded thou wilt not keep me longa 
I $00 (b^ wly daughter of a dch banker at 
S^tXlli^) keep me for aa hofiiage^ and let 
Mradlss ga; he will soon retupi to redeem 
me*'rr^Tbe barbarian was s^urprised to find me 
capable of so generous and affectionate a reso*^ 
liition«.-^< Thou art worthy/ said he to ttie^ 
^ of a better fortune.— Be it so ; I aocepl the 
condition you o&r iae$ I will t^ke t2Lte of 
thee^ and be a good patron to thed. iThpQ 
must liktre the habit thbu wearest^ to put o^' 
^e agreeable to thy sex : $hoo shalt keep thy 
jewels if thoii wilt— * I can aa well stay fdr'the 
. whole as for a piutt»' 

<< Donna Henrietta was so confused ati4 
.dismayed at the bargain I had made, that ^h^ 
c€»uld not sufficiently express her dispteasutd 
to me ; but^ in. fine> notwithsunding all hei^ 
remonstrances and intreaties, I hdd firm, and 
Meluza qaused/a slaveys habit to be brought W 
me^ which I put on. 

<^:He conducted me to his wife's chamber, 
to whom- he delivered me^ having recounted 
to her what I had done for my lover's liber^«* 

<< She seamed to be much affected with it^- 
VOL. I. I " 
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«nd proipised she would shorten the time of 
my servitude by all the good Uieatmeot she 
could make me. 

_ '^ At night, when Mendez ri^tinmted. Me- 
luza <Nrdeired him to be called, tiling him, 
that he being of Seville,, would si^ow him a 
olave he hltd bought, because perhaps he might 
know her. 

, *f Immediately I was brought befofe him. 
M^nde?, at this sight losing all countenance, 
Wme and cast hinutelf at my feet, and taking 
fgky bands,, which he bathed with his. tears, 
be said every thing which was most tender and 
^ffe^ionate to me. ' 

'.f^Meiusa and his. wife diverted, tbem^lves 
in seeing the different motions of jay and 
grief !with wbicb we were agitated; and they 
informed Mendez of the obligations, he had to 
me. — that be was free, and that I avonid re- 
main in his place. . He did whatever cquld be 
done to dissuade me from takii^ this task upon 
Q^: ^AlasT said be to me, ^ybu would have 
me load you with my chains *^ my dear mistress, 
shall I be free, when you are not? T go then 
to do for you what you come from doing for 
me— I wiU sell myself, and redeem you with 
the money j for, in fine, consider^ thax if I 
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should) as soon as I arrive at Seville, fiod 
assistance and rettnn again to bring you back, 
yet how is it possible foe me in'the mean time 
to leave yon: judge how I can do this at a 
tame wherein my fortune promises toe no 
kopes> and am the most unhappy of all men.' 
I urged, against all his reasons, the tenderness 
of my father who woidd soon redeem me 
when he knew where I was. In 'fipe, I made 
use of all the power I had over |iis mind, to 
make his advautag^e of what I had done in his' 
favour. 

• ** What shall I say to you, Madam, of our 
separation? It was so affecting, that words 
cannot express what we felt. I obliged Hen- 
rietta to part with Ijim, to sdicit and press 
my parents to do their part in my behalf. 

** In the mean time my father and mother 
were in an unconceivable affliction; and when 
they peitetved my flight, they thougTit to die 
with grief. 

^*They blamed themselves infinitely for 
tarCTkig me to marry the Marquis de los Rjos. 
He' was. for his part in no less despair — they 
caused me to be searched for in vain, in all 
places where they thought I might have hid 
myself. 

12 
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*^ Two whoU yenr^ wepe. parsed wiihQUt my 
receivipg Bay Dew3 or su^coiir from M^ddez; 
which madq me b^li^ve^ mtb great UkeUbpod, 
th^t. both he and llemieUa were o^t away oq 
tji<s s^a» I hud giv^u them all the jeweb wliicb 
Melaza had left me;, but itwaa not their loss, 
Qor that of my liberty ,, wbiph I regretted — ^it 
was qf my dea^: Iqver ai>d &itbf^l friend^ wbo^e 
i^ememjbranqe QOutinMly pos^e^sed me, sM)<i 
caused me aa unp^rallelled nfflictipn. I could 
' get no rest nor health — I we|pt day and nigh^r-' 
I refused to come out of my slavery iu ne<* 
glecting to signify to i^y ^ub^istypresjent con- 
dition. I wished only for a sipeedy d«»&; 
which I would have wiUij^gly met witb^ to pi^t 
an end to my troubles and ^i^^isfcxrtmieat. 

<< Meluza ai d his wife began %9 pity me— i 
they did not doubt but Afendf^z wa^ east 
away — they treated me less crMe% t)mi ti^e 
sort of people generally use tbe iinhappy 
wretches who fall into their hands. 

<< One day, as Meluza ci^me from, pirating, 
he brought with him several persona of teth 
sexes which he had taken, and i^i^ongsl/the 
rest a young woman.of some quality of Seville, 
whom I knew. This sight renewed my grief: 
she was much surprlsedno find me in this sad 
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place.. We affisctiofiately embrac«d one aii<» 
eiher, and observing a deep dilen<ie ; * How 
now, beamiful Mariana/ said she td me, ^ are 
yoQ so indifferent towards y<mv relations and 
country,' that you, hare no cuj^ionity to make 
^ijr inquiries about tbem }* I lifted up my eyes^ 
IK> lieaven, in uttering a deep sigh ; and in- 
treated her to tell me, if it were known * where 
Mendez a,nd Henrietta were lost ?^— * Who has 
told you they are lost ^* replied she; <they 
are at Seville^ where they lead a very happy 
Ufe. Meodez hsss re-established his afiairs^ 
Mid makes, it his great delight and honour ta 
publish in- all places the etJttreme obligations^ 
He has to^iHsmietca. Ferhaps y m are ignorant/ 
t&mtmtdtkmj "^tfaat Mender was. taken and 
Qmfe a sknreby the AlgMnes i this generoua 
young woman . diegpiised herself, and came 
hither to redeem, iii% hvtt he hm not been 
nngrateSul^ foifixehaa married her. There, is ar 
Boost ohanning uoMon hetwven them. iiyniea« 
haa not batiidbed kxvie in that particular.* 
, ^' Am she was yet irpeaking, she perceived 
my countenance to alter on a sadden, and 
ftai I was ready to fi»nt; my strength failed 
Uk^yjmr» eyes dosed^. ami I sunk down be^ 
tweisn her anns. She whs greatly troubled at 
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thk: the c«Ued my companions^ who put file 
to bed, and endeavoured to recover me froos 
Ihif piteous conditbn* 

** This, young woman^ greatly concerned 
bexself for me; and when I came to myself, 
I begfui to. complain — I uttered sighs and 
groans that were sufficient to pierce a heart 
of steel. 

^* Meluza was greatly afiected at the recital 
of such a wor^e tban barbarous instance of 
treachery; and,, without any notice to me, he 
informed himself, by his new slave, i)f .my 
fatherV nam^ and imniediately wciAe to htm 
9irhat he knew of my Biis&Mupes.^ 
' ^^This letter had like to hsvm been the 
^eatb of my moiber: 8be,could.|ioi imagine i 
Qould be ii» chaiosr ie^ ;eighieen{, yeaia of agey 
without shedding ai torrent, of tears. But that 
wMich augoionted )ier.griei^.i««a thetdisordefi 
ef TOiy .fatherV affairs r^ sefe^al .conjudcarable 
iMOl^niptcif^ had riH»i9d biiift; his credit waa 
gone I and it watimpoasib^ lor him to procafe 
tiie twenty tliQusand. faro^ms vi^iich Meliiza 
demaittdted fer my. ransom, i . ^ 

^^ Thet ^iHsroua Marquis de ioa Rioa h^rd 
ftek nefW8,.camft t(> my father, and offered 
bim.what asfistangeajaytm bis^ powert >ida 
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iKyt do thnsy said he, ^ in design to force y6ur 
daughter's indinations when she shall b^ 
bere — I shall love her always^ but I will nevef 
displease hen' My father having no other way' 
of relief, thankfully accepted of what wa9 
offered him; embarked himself; and happily- 
arrived 9,1 Algiers, in the time when' I thourght 
only of dying. 

** He forbore all those reproaches I deserved ; 
be redeemed me; and, at my intr6aty, thiS' 
young woman of Seville, for a moderate ran-' 
sotn. We returned together; and my mother 
receited me with such joy as is impossible to 
be expressed. I answered hereto as mucfar as: 
was possible ; but I carried always in my heart,) 
Madam, the fatal stroke which haswoundel 
me: whatever my reason eoald represent^tor 
me^ was not sufficient to put ottt of oiy re^ 
membrance the image of the traitor Mendes. '' 
*^ I sftw the Maiquis de los Rios : he daiedU 
net mention the mdinadodiiie still had towards^ 
me; but 1 had.siidi*presling oUigatioat to him,* 
that gratitude made: me' do foi^ him ivhs^ my 
inclioatioBSr would have me do for anotjier. 

'^ I gave htm my hand ; aiid be g«ve me his,: 
with^ such affliction, as if he had no solid matter; 

of complaint against me. 

/ 
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^^ Id fine, I married faim, and apprehending 
le^t I should see Mendez, that ungrateful 
wretehy to whom I owe such hoiror, a»d for 
whom I had so little> I prayed the Marquis we 
might dwell in the countrjr^hoasehe had near 
SeviUe. 

. ** He feyer approved of what I liked- — he 
would have my father and mother retire — he- 
lessened the sad condition of their fortane, by 
eonsiderable liberalities ; and I may truly say,, 
there never was a greater soul. Judge, Madam^ 
of j&U the reproaches I made my heart for its 
not bdui^so tender to him as it ought to' have 
heeo: it was not in my power to Ibi^et Men- 
4e2 ; uid I always felt new regret^ wbiBft I leahaed 
Us felicity with the uufaitfafol Hetrriifettd. 
c .^ Having passed two yeani io a ^^oiitidnal 
wsitdaJBg over myself, that i might do nothiD|» 
but. what was agreeable to my husband, Hea-f 
^it deprived me of him -^ of tliis generous 
husband i and he did for nie ih^tliese last mo- 
ments, whait he had already vibereltofote done^ 
giving me all he had, with>snch testimonies . 
of esteem and affection, as mucb^ enhanced 
the psice of the gift: he made nte tb«4ri^hest . 
widow of Andalusia, but he Could not' make 
ine the happiest^ ^ *^ « . 
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^ I ^mnild mat rfftom to IS^itle, where my 
parents would have had-me r^iiiije ; and to ayoid 
it) I prelencbed « joi^m^y farthfer into the 
covxitiayy to look «i&er some part of my. estat^<^ 
I set out; but thiere being u particular fatality 
m w}iateyer relates .to meia arriving at an inn, 
the .'first Q^ct which ^struck my sight, was 
the na&itfafol Mender: he was in deep 
tnoarniog, and had npt lost any thing of what* 
ever made me heretofore fancy him too lovely. 

-** It is impossible to express the conditioa 
I was in, for in endeavouring, to geft speedily 
£ppm him, L,fottml myself so weak and trem- 
hUng, that J fell at his feet. Although he knew 
me not at that instsot, yet he earnestly en- 
deavoured to raise me up : but the great vei} 
under which 1 was concealed flying open, what 
became of him on seeing me i He remained 
no leas confused than I was — he would have 
dtownji^ar to me -^but easting a furious look 
en him — * Darest thou^pei^ured wretch ! ' said 
I ko him^ ^ darest thou approach me ? Art thoil 
90k afraid of the just punishment of thy pei^ 
fidiousness?* He was for some timewidiOQt 
^^wmng me, and I was aboat leaving him 
tvben be ^itopped me;^ ^ Confound and oveH- 
iiiieim me with xepreaches. Madam,* ^sseid 
15 
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be to me ; ' give, me the worst and meet per^ 
fidiooft Dsgaies poMible — they cannot be mose 
than I deiM^e i' but ny death sbaU soon re- 
F^og^ 7<wr qnanreL I ou^ to die with sor«- 
-^yr for haTing betrayed yon; and if I regret 
any thing in dying, it is- only the having one 
Jife to lose, to expiate all the crimes yon can 
justly accuseme of.' He. appeared to me 
' o^ocb affftcsljed in ending tbese- words; and 
would to beaVena his repentance weare really 
. ^uffici^nt and true ! 1' would not hazard a l6ng 
eooversatioii witbhim^-- i left him, diadaiaiog 
torelurnhim an answer^ And this roarl^ of 
contempt and slighting was^ without dp.ubt^ 
felt mor^ sensibly by him,> than all tbe te« 
pro^chea Imig^ have made him*' 

** He had some 4ime since lost hU wi€<^ tl^t 
nniaithfel creator^ who had helped hin^tta re^ 
yplt against all the officeae£ love, hononva^d 
. gratitude. . And firom that^ime he- followedtme 
eyery where: he waa like a? complaining A^ 
dew, ever fastened to^ my feet -^ for he 'be'* 
^j^nme.so lean, pale^ and changed, that he was 
a^f^cely to W known.. > Hea.ven&lwMadam^ 
,what violence did I not offer myself, ia wfh^ 
linning to ilUtreat.,him;t I.foi^ud at! last I 
•WMted strength toresistthe weakness, of my 
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heart, and the ascendency this wretch had 
over me. Radier than to €Oinmit so shameful^ 
9n offence, and to. forgive him, I parted for^ 
Madrid, where I have relations, and songht 
among them a shelter against the violence 6l 
my own inelinations^ 

^^ I bad not been long there before Mendez 
found me out. I must confess to you, I was^ 
not gpready displeased at hb attendance ~ott 
me; but,, notwithstanding my inclinatioii t^-^ 
wards him, I put on a firm resolulaon to avoid 
him, seeing. I could not sincerely hate him ; 
and, unkn6wn to dvery body, I took the voad to 
Burgos, where I am going to cloister myself 
with a nun there, my friend. I flatter my« 
self, Madam,, with the hopes of finding gnore 
rest there, than I have hitherto met witbJ' 

The beautiful Marcthionesa here held her 
peace^ and I testified to her my particular ac-^ 
fcnowledgements for the favour she had doM 
«ie : I aastt«ed her of the part I took in bet 
adventures^ I conjured her to write to mae, 
and to let me hear from her at Madrid ; and 
she piomised it me in the mostobligingmanhex ^ 
feasible. 

We found, the . next aaming^: we could nioi 

■ ■ ■ . ■•■/ 
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iet oilt, it having snowed all the night, and no 
path appearing on the ground ; hut we wanted 
llot company to pass the time in play and dis« 
dotlfflfe. Haring heen three days with the 
lifaircfaioness de los Rios, without any weariness 
at the length of time, through the pleasitrie 1 
had of seeing and hearing her tailk (for she is 
one of the loveliest women in the worid), we 
parted with a mutual regret, and it was bot 
wMiout doubling our promiseis^ of writing to, 
and seeihg, one another hereafter. 

The weather mended, and I continvted my 
jcAimey to Lerma : we traversed dreadful 
mountains, whidi bear the name of Sierra de 
CogoUos, and it was not without gr«at trouble 
we got thither. Hiis town is smalt : ^he has 
given her name to the famous Cardinal de Ler^ 
ma, chief minister to Philip III. Ili is from 
him that Philip. VI. took the great ireven«e#-h9 
bad received from the King his master. 'Bete 
IS a eastle which I will see to^ihorrow, and'of 
wMcb I shall give you an accoulit in my^iMM* 
I«m told an extracrdinary express, is anitte% 
and will set out to night:! will by hold of tfab 
opportunity of sending to yoti, and endii^ 
AoB Ibngiecter; for ia truth lam tiried both 
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yrith the wa]r,\and with writ'teg,' bttt! I diatt 
iieverbd^Jf^iycf loving yotfc. f 
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LETTER V. 



KH' tatst wa* sa fong, and 1 was so^weari^ 
\rHen I finished it, that lebul^ nor add some 
paiticttlars, whifeh probai)ly mi^t not hav^ 
been unwelccwne to you r I proceed therf, 
dear cousin,- to recount thienri^ seeing you so 
much deshfed it. ' ^ .? . : * 

^I- armed liite' at lerma^ aijd tfeScived to 
tarry -some- tttne to see the cattle wMch the 
*fej)afiiaras'WKgbly esteem, that ih^y prize ft 
^ext'thefecuHol ; and it is ifl^d^eH a Wry 'Atti 
jflice: * TTfeOardind de Ler&ri' jHiili^^ nl.*k 
ftvotirite^Svafe hs foundei'.' It ^thnds'on tfafe 
side6f a hill ; and iti your way to it you- must 
pos^ tfhrdtigH i spacious place, €t^6utided wit& 
^tAedaiidgallerieb^abkytit fe."^ *lETi1Sda35tleCoif. 
visits dfB^uf^'V&t^es of biiiMmgivU^^ 
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a conplele qttftdning;le .of two moges <^ 
p<Nrche8 within the court, ;iirbKdi 4re near as 
high as the roof, and hinder the aqpartments 
from prospects on that side. The windows of 
all the chamben look forward into the country ; 
the rooms are spacious, and the lodging^ very 
fine and curiously gilt. There are a prodigioiia 
number of them, and very well furnished. 
Near the castle yon have a great park which 
extends itself along the plain, through whicb 
runs a river, and several lesser springs t on the 
side of the river there are rows of great trees ;■ 
and n^c far from thence a wood ; sd^that I 
beUevCj^ia fine, weather, this is a ddigtaful 
place. . . ^ 

The keeper of the x^astleasked me wfaeth^qr 
I would see the nmis^ whose convent is adr 
joining iberfunto*. I told hin^ most wQlkigiy : 
so that he. ma4fr us pass through a gf41ery» at 
the end of whicb yon me^ witibra gcjite' which 
reaches from fop to bottom. The abbess beiog 
informed of it^.cf 9^ here wilb sevepal of the 

nnns, who were^entertaimng,)MiQdsome^wittjv 
and yoimgy.disiXHUBing with great exfluctness 
of every things I was flot weaij of theja conr 
ver9i^tiony , wjbiyi a yoi^pg ^i ^ame and wbiftr 
JUpp^ tbi) abbem Jq the f^^ w^ afifswards 
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told me th^re was a lady of great quality^ who 
had retired intd tbeir bouse^ being the daughter 
of Doa Mandrica de Lara» Count de yaline^ sind 
eldest son to the Duke de Naxara; that- she 
'was widow of Don Fraocisco Feirnandez de 
Castro, Count de Lemos, Grandee of Spain, 
aud Duke de Tauresano ; that when she knew 
of French ladies passing through Lenna, she 
-was greatly desiroua of entertaining thenu. I ' 
made answer, I should be gli^d of the honout 
of seeing her^ whereupon this young girl was 
ae»t.taber« 

•This lady sloon caifte, m ^ drefis worn by the 
Si^iarjds these hundred years ; she had a kind 
of pattens^ or rather stiUs^ which made her look 
]prodigioii» tally, so that she was ob%ed to leait 
Q^i'iyfQ p0r9G»ls^ shoulders when she moved. 
' j^he If^oed likewise 'on two daughters of the 
lUarquiil del Carpio : one of them is of a* very 
£Eiir .complexioOy wUcb ia^ rare in tbis.couiiU;y^ 
iu^ jtbe 'other's; haup is as blacl^ BSjet. Thwi 
beauty surprise me; aod tbey wanted .ooly» ii) 
xnyjnipd^ t<) be a littfe fftt. But thia is pot 
reckoned adefi^ct ki t)HA.c«Hi|itry> where tbey^ 
fancy leanness so modb, ihat they deirire. oo^ 
to hsMre iskin and hone.: . The iiBgpDlarfd«enitf 
theCountesie^ide Leffi08appeMbdlo.m«>f$t;vei|r 
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Extraordinary, that I could btrdHy g«t mtn^ 
eyes off of it. Sbe wore a kkid of black satin 
g(M embroidered bodice, a!nd buttoned witb 
great rubies di comiiderable Taltre : this bo« 
dicecame domi frotti ber iiiedk.jti«t Uke a dou<» 
Wet.. Bfef sleeves wiere strattght, wirfi large 
witigs about her ^bocdders, and other sleeves 
hanging as^ low as her gown, which were fas- 
tened on e«ich side with roses of diamonds. She 
had a dreadihl fardinga!, which faiAdered h^r 
fron» sitting, otherwise than on the gtound. 
She wore a ruff, and several chains of ^fest 
pearis and diamonds. ^Her hair was white, 
which she hid under acoterture of black lai^^ 
Anr'sbe was no less^ than-seventy-fiii^yeal^Qld. 
Bhd seemed to me to havebeena great 'beauty 
in her - time r ' her face had ■ not a^ wrilfkte, 'and 
her eyes were still spanrkUng; and her white and 
ved paitft becune her very welk Her wil 
aitd' her personage, as I have been 'tdk^ were 
ftot a Uttte!fito6€isih the world. I lodked^pon 
hfer«is*a*curioais piece of antiquity. • " 
' She told me she had the honour t6ili06ooi« 
I^Yiy die Infiinta' wheii^ ^he espoused Lewi* 
:i^II[. That ibe befciisie acqaamlied^i^tl^the 
VlriHoeide^hmdiwhen he^^«as W'FlaiidaFa|4iid 
lilt •Q«l(Hnr4^«wle4WMoal»e tliiiiei; ^^Yoa 
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have isieen this Queen/' said I to feer^ inters 
rupting Wr; ^' be pleased, Madam, to favouf' 
me with a rektioti of some pairticulars of bet 
humonn^' 

<< You mustlcfidwiben,'' saidshis, <<. thai the 
King of Spain seiit Don Atitoaid Pime^tel iti 
quality of ambassador to Stockholtn, to discover^ 
as much as in him lay, the intention of th6 
Swedes. They had been long enemies to thi 
house of Austria; and it Was nbt dbubted'but 
they would malse ntew- attempts to thwdrt iti 
in the design of- niakirtg the Ertiperbr's soki 
King of the Robianb : Piuientel wail charged 
to carry on • tbi& a^ir with gneat cif cam-» 
speetio^ He \#aa a gallant, witty, and handi 
some |)6i«dii, kn^d he succeeded b^tt^t ihail 
could biB expected. He ibmediieitety dts^ 
Covered the Q.H($eti*s genius, dnd easily tnadc^ 
himself ber confidenu He iK)oti pereisived sbi^ 
was cfaaroved with ncvelties ; and that of ihe^ 
crowd of strangers which she diew W the coikrv 
the last thi^ cam^ w^ the most^Voured. He 
made it his tas^ to please her ; ai^ gained sor 
feroQ her afiections,'that he became informed 
by herself of the most ^ecfet a&irs^ and which 
she ought the mosi to conceal <yom him. , But 
what cannot 4ie4oy who hasfo^d a way td thi» 
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heart? The Queen's was so inclined to him^ 
that he became the sole disposer pf the af- 
fectionsr of this Princess^ and by thia naeans was 
able to write to the Emperor^ and. to the 
electors^ things. so certain, and agreeable, as 
made them easily jadge that the .King of 
Sweden's council had no part in the de« 
claration she made in favQur of the King of ■ 
Hungary. 

^'This intrigue being at ati> end, it wa» 
thought the King would recal Pimeutel,. there 
appearing no occasion that required the pre- 
sence of an ambassador : but if it were need* 
V^BB foy.the King of Sipain: that he should re« 
main at StQckholip,. it was not the sajae with 
the Queea^-^she neglected nothing that could 
retain him tiear bei^ ' He.attended h^r where*^ 
ever «h6 went since f^ and many who were led 
by outward appearances,, judged^ when she 
left the ctown to hier cousin she did it with 
great satisfaction, because she did it with.diy^ 
^yes,, and |iftd' the courage to hafeangne . die - 
states with great force atid eloquence; but'the- 
pteple were greatly mistaken in the secretmo>^ 
tives of thi^ princess. . Her soul at that time 
y^ftm pierced with the most lovely sorrow : she 
was not a liule gdeyed to yield to the Prince 
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Palatine a sceptre wl^ich she thoug|it herself 
worthy to wield alone, and of which she was 
the lawful heiress. 

" This Prince had the address to get^it de- 
clared, that if she married she would choose 
him for her husband. 

^^ As soon as this declaration was mad^ 
she began to feel the weight of the su]b)e<;tiQil 
wherein she was placed ; and on the; oiket 
baqd, the people did u<H well relish the being 
governed by a wooian. They insisted more 
on. her defects than they minded her virtues. 
The Prince contributed under*hand tbcretPi 
and the Queen, -iwbo, was penetrating, soon 
peiii^eived it , ;.Sbe observed the incltnaiion the 
p^ple, had < to fai(n» and the wisheis which, were 
made tp see hjito €^n the tbro^^; $be grevr 
every day more and more jeaiqus of th«i, an4 
W€^t from thei^oe to such a deadly hatred 
that it wjas impossible foi.b^ to stpp the counse 
of it. The Prince's presence became so, iar 
supports^bte to ber» that, . perceiying it, '- he 
withdrew tntoanisland.which belonged, to hia^ 
But j^ set not out till he had left good meoiairs 
to \iis creatures against the Qaeen's conducL ; 

'^ When she saw herself delivered fr9ai aq^ « 
ob^i4t4 Fbqse sight was so gr^t an eyeiac^ 
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sbe drew cffher mind fom the too intent 
]Nirsait of the «Bkin of the kingdom^ and 
gave way to her inclinations of books. Her 
iQarTettocis wit made, kt $k short tioie^ adtoU 
vable progt^isbes in the oK^t profound sciences : 
bat tbese were not so needfal to her as a good 
Gondact in the management of her honour and 
intefest. It often happehs,. that having speot 
Hever^l dayb in her study^ Ate would appear 
disgusted with her books^ ^i<)g> / 'I'hey 
were good for nothing but to waste the spirits^ 
and ndsleaid men^s jtidgetiients.* When the 
great men of the court saw her in this^disposi* 
tion, they l^^txPOaiCfcMsd her with moee fasni^ 
fiarky ^ ttnd thc». iJae whole huskie^ was to^ 
feiiowthepiettftiires of bve, of^lays, baSsi^ 
liumfngs, «mt all other div^rdidids. She 
gjsve ^ herself entirely to Aem^ and nctiiing 
4C0tild4>ntig her off from them^^; but die added 
to tfa&B defect tbaJt of enriching strangers, at 
. the expense of her owti subjects.. 

" "The Swedes began to i&urfaitrirat this— 
tb6 Quecai was advertiised of it-«rtbdar com^ 
|4asats appeared, to. be unjust^ and little re*^ 
spectfol-^^and being not a Htde ofl^Mided at 
Idteii9> she was so unwise ais'to take vengeance 
tfHihefs^lC Ifi^ect, at the iiMtie thatitwas 
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l^ast Gjsq^^ct^d^ a^d whm ^e was m a condi^ 
tio^ t^- £^4 less viqlepQKlirepvQdieii, the abaii<« 
dou^ at^ojgie ^Ul^ke bor erc^eirti ^ Jkiogdon» 
to ^er cousin -^tQ tkisi cqis^Di^ 1 9iiy». wbon^ sIm 
was sq^ % frcicD Ipving, ih»l shei wifhod hiiA 
all tjke ill she was abl^ ; ^4 yet ta wbam slie. 
did 9o mncJL good, th^ akm t^ouf^t %% W9ai 
impossiUefoF aQj to^p€$^ot^t^ ii}i;Q ^ moiiv^s. 
g[ ^is , cpndoiet. She pr^etf^nded l^y this gfront 
stroke (^gc^oerosity, ^o d«stiiigqiskh hemeUf &oq«. 
arnqng ji^ Iji^cfobes of the most femous a^£ii:, 
but^ in effect, th^ c^nduictshe held aft^mrards^: 
distinguished beir onjy to ber disadffraotage^ 

She was seen to set Qtit.frp® Sweden in a 
Yery odd (|ress fpr a woo^an, with a kiitd of 
justau co!;p% a sb^rt pettkpat, with boots, wd 
cravat; ia A periwig ^ « hat covered with 
featb^s^ and this ^mwigUedupiaa lock 
bebij^id) wbicb sejeOfied. t^en. very ridicolorfsT' 
She forbad)^ all h^r wo;nQU to foUow. her,: - 
choosing only mej^ to s^rve; ber, and sitte^d her.. 
She us^ geQei:«Jly to «ay, . ^ That §be did not. ^ 
loir^.m^p 1^ iDien, but.becarU^ tbey were jaot 
wpj^^ep).' S^ tb$Mi she seemed to biaxe'reiioUnoed 
h^r se^^ ill rj^itouQoing her luiigdom, altfaoiAgh 
she bad .^oioetiines sucb weafcnessea as wbuld. 
b^ye fi^ie the meaiofist womeii> ashamed. 
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• ^^ The trusty <Pimefitel passed orer inte 
Flanden with her;' and I being then there/' 
oontinues she> **I saw him arrive : he procured 
me the honour to kt^s her hand; and th^re 
needed no less than his credit to obtiiiii 
.this; for she sent word to all the ladies' of 
Bruss^As and Antwerp, she would excuse their 
visits. Yet she received me very well ; and 
the little she said to me appeared full of wit 
«nd extraordinary vivacity : but she swore lEit 
«very turn like a soldier; and her words and 
acCions were so free, not to say so dishonest, 
that were it not for her rank, her person 
would have been little regarded. 

** She spake before every one of the pas- 
sionate desire she had to see t^e Prince of 
Cond^; that his great actions had chamied 
her} and that she was desirous to learn the 
art of war under him. The prince bad no 
less desire to see her, than she testified to see 
him. In the midst of this mutual impatience, 
the Queen stopped on a sudden, on some for- 
malities and steps whicb she refused to take, 
when he should coode to salute her. These 
reasons hindered him from seeing her with the 
usual ceremonies. But one day, when the 
Queen*s efaapuber was full of courtiers, the 
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Prince slipped in : whether she bad seen his 
picture^ orlhat his martial air had ilistinguisiied 
Mm frixnothers) she singled; him out| and 
knew him. - She would immediately tereupon 
have testified as much to him^ hy extraordinary 
civilities* He presently retired, and she fol« 
lowed to conduct him. Then^^ he stopped^ 
and contented hibiself with saying these words, 
* Either all, or oothingi* Some few days 
after, an tntervie^v was set on foot to b^ he* 
tween them in the mall in the pa^-k at Brtt(}sels, 
where they spake together with great civility 
and much coldness. 

** As to Don Antonio pimfentel, the favours 
Ahe dt^ingttished him With, have made ncHse 
enough to come to your eafs ; and if you be 
ignorant of them, Madam, I believe I ought 
not to undertake id teach you the particulars, 
of which perhaps I Myself msiiy have been iH 
informed.*' She heJd her peace, an4 I made 
/ny profit of this moment to thank her for 
her coitiplaisauce, in giving me an -account of 
a Queen, who had ever given me such a great 
curiosity. She asked me afterwards, ^[ Whe- 
t^MNT I had s^en the castle of Lerma. He that 
built it,'' said she, <^ was favourite to iPbilip^ 
III., whose deai^th happened very strangely. 
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Thii P^iM€^" coiitiiHM4, ske, •'' waa. ^mntmg 

49j!^ tb«y bad j^^eedvei^r near biaii a ^ukk 
£re of <;o^ wbpM ret^beiatipn jutmck 80 
ipucb oa faff f8iQ^„ ibat b0 MraaaUhiapecspini- 
tioo, 89 if a gtreat quaatijty of wa^r bad been 
povured i)n Uis bead. Tbe easibesa of bk tdmpiejc 
bUidened btm from con^laihtng, loid eten 
qpaakiag of k; for be oevver foun^ fismlt with 
any tbing. Tbe Marquis de Pobar, having ob- 
served the injttry which the King received 
by. this extreme he&^y iofpmied the Duke 
d*Alva*8 gentleman of his. chamber of it^, to 
the end Uiatf b^ might remove the fire away. 
He replii^^ ^ It W93 Dot his officei and that 
tbe Puke Duesda ought to be made acquainted 
urith it, whose proper business it was.* The 
^aixims de Pobar^ being troubled to see the 
Kii^ thus, fiufier> aod noit daring. himself to 
eilsA'bib], foe fear oi invading another's pro-* 
vince, left the fire still ia its place : but he 
$ent.lto give notice of it to tl^ Duke Duesda» 
wbp.was by misfortuiie gone near Madrid to 
see a ft^tely bouse he was building there. 
Word Was. brought of this again to.the Mar- 
quist. de^ PQb9X); who propqsed ag^siin'.to tbe 
Puke d:Alva the takbig aw)»y tbe. fim« fiut 
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be found iiim inflexible hereunto, and chosA 
rather to send into the country to the Duke 
X>uesda; so tiiat before he w^ come^ the 
King was almost spent^ and that very night 
lie feii into a violent fever, accompanied with 
an erysipelas, which inflamed, and;tbeiuflam« 
xnation degenerated into the purples, which 
caused his death. 

^' I mqst confess,'^ said she, ^^ that having 
seen, when I was abroad in the world, other 
courts besides our own, I could not forbear 
Haming these kind of ceremonies and pu^cti^ 
lies, which hinder the taking of one step faster 
than another, thougl^life depended thereon,'* 
The old Countess of Lemos loved to talk; 
and, continuing her discourse, among other 
names mentioned that of the Count de Vill?* 
Medina. ** I have 4ieard,'* said I, inter- 
rupting her, '^ that this gentleman, being one 
day in the*church of our Lady d' Arqcha, and 
finding there a religious^ who begged for the 
souls of purgatory, he gave him a piece of 
four pounds. ^ Ah, my lord,' said the good 
father, * you have now delivered a souL' The 
Count; drew out again a like piece, and put it 
into the bason. ' Here is,' continued the 
religious, * another soul delivered.' He gave 

VOL. I. K 
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{lion, in this numner, six one after another^- 
sad/ at the dropping of each piece^ the monk 
eriedf ' Here is a soul delivered froqi pulsa- 
tory.* -=—* Will you be positive in it,' retplied 
the Count.-*- ^ Ye$, my Lord/ replied the 
inonk, ^ I am certain they are now in heaven/ •-*- 
^ Give ine now then back again my six pieces/ 
said he, 'for they signify nothing to you: seeing 
the souls are already got to heaven, there is 
no dagger of their retmrning i^in to purgar 
tory.' ^'r— ** It was as you relate," added the 
<k>u«t^s8, '^ but he took not again his money, 
for tki^ would have been among us an horrid 
kaeriiege. And I knew a man pf good qua- 
lity, who being much bebiud'-hand in the 
world, yet, when he was. dying, would have 
£fteen thousand masses to be said for hiok 
{{is last Will was executed, and his pdcnr cre« 
ditors denuded; for how just ^oev^ tl^r 
4d^bts be, they can.expect to recerve nothings 
till such time as all the masses which are left 
in the vfill be said. And this has given occa^ 
^ion to that convmon saying among us, ^ That 
such an one has made his soul bis heir;* 
whereby is meant, that he 1ms left his estate 
to the chiurch to say prayers f(H: him. 
' '< But what I have already told you of tlMs 
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Count de Villa Medina, brings to my remem* 
brance, that he, being one day at church with 
Queen Elizabeth, saw a great deal of money 
on the altar, which was given for the souls 
in purgatory. He drew near, and took it 
tip in his hand, saying, ^ My love will last 
for ever, my pains will be likewise eternal^ 
those of the souls in purgatory will have an 
end; alas! mine will never end — this hope' 
eomforts them ; as for me, I am without hope 
and comfort; so that these charities are more 
due to me than they.' However, he took 
nothing away, only speaking these words as 
an occasion to bring in his passion before this 
beautiful Queen, who was there present; for, 
in effect, he Was so violently in love with her^ 
that there is some reason to think she was not 
wholly insensible of it, if her rigid virtue had 
not preserved her heart against the Count's 
merit. He .was young, well shaped, hand<* 
some,' brave, magnificent, gallant, and witty : 
«vcry body knows how he appeared to his 
misfortune in a carousal at Madrid, with a 
suit embroidered with new pieces of money 
ealkd reales; and which he bore for a de- 
vice — 

MIS AMOBES SON REALES. 

K2 
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making an alhision to the word realeSy which 
is to say, reyaly with the passion he had for 
the Queen. This is finer in Spanish, and 
signifies in £nglish| My loTe is royaL 

" The Count Duke d'OliVarez, the Kiiig's 
favourite^ and the secret enemy to the Qjaeen 
and the Count, made his master take notice of 
the boldness of the subject, who dared even 
in his presence declare the sentiment^s'he had 
for the Queen; and in this moment be per- 
suaded the Kuig to be revenged on him. An 
occasion w^s waited for which should make 
no noise. But here is what hastiened his ruin : 
applying his mind only to divert the Queen, 
he V^ote a comedy * which every body likes; 
and the Queen, more than others, found therein 
such moving and delicate strokes in it, that she 
would act ^ part in it herself on the King's 
birth-day. It was the amorous Couiit who 
managed and took care of the festival; he 
ordered the clothes, and provided machines^ 
which cost hini above thirty thousand crova>s. 
He had qaused a great cloud to be painted^ 
under which the Queen was concealed in a 
machine. He stoods very nei^r it; and, at a 

• Tragedies in Sjiain are called Iia gran Comedia j and Co- 
nediesi Comedia famosa. 
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certain sign he gave a man who was faithful t9 
him, he set fire to the linen work of the cloud. 
The whole house, valued at a hundred thou- 
sand crowns, was in a manner consumed; but 
he comforted himself, when, making his ad- 
vantage of this favourable opportunity, he took 
bis sovereign in his arms, carried her into a 
little by-place, and there stole from her some 
favours ; and that which is much taken notice 
of in this country, is, that he touched her foot. 
A little page who saw him, informed the Count 
Duke of it; he did not doubt but when he 
saw. the fire, but this was an eff^^ct of the 
Count^^ passion. He made such an exact 
inquiry, that he lai4 before the King certain 
proofs of it i and his proofs so greatly enraged 
|be King, that it is pretended he^caused him 
to be shot with a pistol one night, as he was ia 
his coach with Don Lewis de Haro.** 

" Here is a very tragical end^" said I, iiv- 
terrupting her. — "But whilst," said she, " I 
am speaking to you of Philip IV., I cannot 
}ielp telling you, that he was, vehemently in 
love with the Duchess Dalburkerke. He could 
never meet with a favourable opportunity ijf 
entertaining her. The Duke her husband kept 
strict guard over her; and the more obstacles 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 

. \ 

) 



IdS LETTERS FROM SPALV. 

§ 

the King met with, the more bis desires ia-^ 
creased; but when night came, and when he 
was at play, he feigned to call to mind he 
had a letter to write of the greatest conse- 
quence. He called the Duke Dalburkerk^ 
who was in his chamber, and desired him 
to take his place, and continue his game. 
He immediately hereupon entered into his 
closet, disguised hhnself, went down by a 
back-stair, and came to the young Duchess; 
with the Count Duke bis favourite. 

^' The Duke Dalburkerke, whose mind 
^an oo Ids domestic interests more than on 
his game, easily believed hk» m^tei" would 
not hare committed it to him, without some 
secret design. He began then to^ eompkiit 
of an horrid colic; and uteering dries and 
making £ices enough to fright otfe, he gav^ 
the.cards to another; and, without any st(^^ 
ran home^ The King had only just arrived 
there without any train : he was ttien in the 
court ; and seeing the Duke come, he tud hitor 
sdf ; but tf^ere is nothing so clear-sighted as a 
jealous husband. He perceived the King; " 
and being not willing to hare ligh^ brought, 
that he might not be obliged to acknowledge 
him, he made up to him with a large cane 
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wfaick he commonly walked with. ^ Ha! ha!: 

YiUain^' said he to hnn, ^ tjioa comest to rob 

my house ;.' aikl without more words he laid 

en him with all his strenfiftL The Comit 

Duke was ho more spared, who, fearing Ieas6 

worse might happen, cried out several times, 

* It was the King,' to stop the Duke's fury f 

hut this was so far from effecting it, that hei^ew 

doubled his blows^ both onr the Prince and his> 

Bdluister^ crying in his turn, ^ That this was a 

stroke of the greatest insolence^ to make use o£ 

hts Majestjr's name and his favourite's oa sucb 

an occalrion ; that he cduld fmd in his heart M 

send them tx> the flalate,^ befoause he well knewi 

ibe King would cause them to be hanged.' Is 

sdl dftis £^ay the King said not a word ; and fifr 

length got away half mad, in having redeived 

so many blo^Sy aifd not misi favour from his 

mistressv 

<^ This prddiiced do ill eons^uenoeato die 
Duke DalbUrkerke ; buft^ on the eontntry, the 
King being dured of hk love to the DiKheis^ 
made a jest of it some thaae after. IJcndw Qof 
whether I do not abuse your patielice by the 
length of this conversation,'^ added the Qoaatem 
de Lemos; '^and I fall iiisensdble into fhe 
dafett of persons of my age^ who fytg^t tbepi*^ 
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selves when they tell of things done in their 
time.'* I saw she was for retiring ; and having 
again thanked her for the honour she had done 
m^y I took ' my leave of her, and returned to 
idy inn. 

The weather was so foul, that we with great 
difficulty set out; but being resolved on it, we 
marched as long as the day lasted, falling down 
and getting up as well as we could. We cduld 
hardly see four paces before us — the storm was 
^o great, that it <blew several stones off the 
focks, which fell into our way, and hurt one of 
our company : he had been killed, had he not 
stepped on one side. In fine, after having 
made about eight leagues, according to our 
i^ckouing, we were much astonished to find 
, ourselves at the gates of Lerma, without having 
advanced or gone back. We had still turned 
about the' town, without perceiving it, as it 
were .by enchantment, sometimes further, 
aom^tintes nearer; and we were alhof us not 
^tittle out of humour at having taken so much 
pains to so little purpose, 
t ..The hostess, transported at the sight of us— 
she: who could have been glad with all her 
Iiei^rt . w6 should thus travel as long as we 
Uve^}.tQfetiira to lie ^t her bouse every night— 
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Carried for me At the top of her little stair- 
case. She. told me she was very sorry she; 
could not' let me have my room again) but 
would give me another commodius enougl^. 
and that mine was taken up by a* Signora^ 
the greatest in ^Spain. Don Pernand asked 
her name; she told him, she was called Donna. 
Eleonora of Toledo. He as soon informed me 
that she was his near kinswoman : he dould 
1^ comprehend by what chance she should* 
aome here. 

To be satisfied in the m^tter,-^ he sent his* 
gentleman to make her a complimeut, and t<» 
Isjiow whether his visit would not be trouble- 
some. She sent word she had a great satis- 
faction at this happy meeting, ^and 'that he / 
would de^ her a great deal of honour. He ' 
went up immediately .to* her chambev^^aixl was^ 
informed by her of several particulars which^ 
related to himself. He came afterwards to me^ 
and told me very civilly, that w^re not Donna- 
Eleonora excessive weary and indisposed, she' 
would have givea methe first visit. In short,. 
I desired him to conduct me to her ehttmber,^ 
where she received me in the most obliging, 
xnanoer; and I observed,^ in the ^rst moment 
of our conversatiQo> that she h^ ^ g]reat dea^ ' 
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of Wit and poUtenes^^ I feund ber very nest 
and handsome-— her eyes were lively, and so 
glistening that one oouM not without pain en* 
cfore their brightness. Don Femand toM her 
wfao^I was, and that I went to see one of niy 
near rehtions at Madrid. ' Her name was not 
unknown to her, no more ihan her person : she 
told me, it was not long since the King had 
made ber Titukria and Marchioness of Cas* 
tile. <^ I should be gready obliged to you, 
Madam,*^ said I, interrupting her, *^ if you 
would be pleased to give me some account of 
tins title ; she having mentioned it in her let- 
ters,^ without escploining to me what it means, 
no more than that of grandee, &c." 

** I shall take a pleasure to inform you of 
what I know>" replied Donna Eleonora ; *' and 
I have always heard, that in the time of the 
first Kings of Doiriedo, de Galici4, and Asturia, 
tiiey were elected by the prelates of the king* 
dom, and by the ricos-h&meSL Hiese Lords 
havfng not yet obtained the titles of Dvkes, 
Marquises,' and Counts, \i^ick distinguish 
tliem from^ gentlemen, they were called ricas^ 
Jhme9j which we#e as the gitindees of Spaia 
now. The rices^komes stood covered before 
A» King,^eAtefed among thesutes^ and had 
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tfaeif aelire and pamr^Tcwoe. AnA^imJitida^ 
dms at pifesoit, are the santta wbidi wcte tkea 
c«Aed ricos^hemes : but their pfkrileges aie not 
so Wge ; and most of these honours, as I sfaidl 
tell you, have been reserved to the grandees of 
Spain. The tiiuladas may have a caaopy ov 
clci^b of atatein their chamber, a coaofa in Ma^ 
drid with fomr horses, with las tiros largos;^ 
which are long traceaof stUi, whicb fasten *the • 
last horses to the foremost. When there are 
bull-feasts, they have balconies in the great) 
^ace, where their wives are regaled wirir 
baskets full of iwetetm^ots, gloves^ ribbons^. 
fans, silk hose, and this at the' King or Jtowi^ 
charge, \Vhich ^ven the feast. They bacvtr 
llieir seat set out is their' ceremonies ', mdi 
wtien the King makes a TitafaMla, Marqiris ofi 
Castle, ArfagoU, or Grenada,, he enteii into^ 
ise states of this ksngdcim. 

5* As to the grandees, there are thr^e dif*' 
ferent ratiks of them; and the manner Uk> 
vhfch the J^ing speaks to them in making; 
them, distfiigiiishes thfem.. One rank eonaistii^ 
of thoser whom he bkla be covei«d, wittioati 
acUing any tlmig thieretoi tfaiehr grandeur it^ 
onljr fiaed to theirpeiiioii,^M3Kl^i8^notcc)ii0an[e^ 
toll«iafiMB%* 
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. '^ The others are those whom tibe King 
llHikfiea with the title of one of their lands, as 
for example, *■ Duke, or Marquis of suchaplace, 
cover yourself; for yon, and for yours;* are 
grandees in a more advantageous manner than 
the first, because their grandenr being fixed 
to their estates, passes to their eldest sw; 
and if they have none^ to their daughter or heir. 
. ^.^ The last are not covered (ill after they 
have spoken to the King^ and the difference 
between these is observed in saying, ^ They 
~ are grandees for life, or in their race.' It is 
farther to be observed, that there are some 
wlKim the King bids to be covered before they 
sfMsak to him. In saying to them, Cubrzdos; 
^mdtljiey speak, and hear the King speak, 
QOHrered. Others, who are only covered after 
tbejr have spoke to him, and he has answered 
them. And the third, who are only covered 
whto they have withdrawn themselves ..from 
the King towards the wall; but when they 
anre altogether in public oj£ces, or at chs^l, 
there is no difference between them ^i— .they 
nt down^ and are covered before him. And 
when he writes to them, he greats then^ as. if 
tbey.were Princes : they have the title «f<£4r- 
ciUtncjf given them. When their wiiyi&aigOito 
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the Que^Dy she receives them' sian<ling ; and 
instead of sitting en the fbot-^clotb, they hare 
cushions brought them to sit on. 

^* Thk is, Madam," continued Dcmoa Ele"** 
ononty *^ what you desired to knowJ' 

After due thanks for her eiYility, the ho«r 
of withdrawing being come,. I took my leave 
of her, intreating her to continue me in^ hf r 
friendship, 

I arose before day^ because we had a great 
journey to nuike to lie at Aranda de Duecoi 
The weather growing milder,, it became v^py 
misty, which at length turned to rain; and 
when we arrived at mgbt, our host told us we 
Were very welcome to him, butt we must make- 
a shift without bread. >< This is," repKed I,. 
^^ a thing one. cai^not easily be wiihoot/V A^A^ 
in effect this news plit me -a little out of hu- 
mour. I inquired hbw happened this scajseity,: 
He answered me, '^Thatthe Alcaidlkiftjor of 
the town (who is the 'person diat orders e«iry 
thing), and who is both governor anci judge/ 
had sent for all the bread and meal which wb» 
at the. bakers, and had brought it into bis 
house to make an equal distribution of it, 
proportionable to the necessities of esich ptiC'^ 
ticular person; and that which had oceasione^ 
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tbi% was, dtet the srrar •£ Dimro^ wfaidl- 
p0nie» about tk» towa^ waa ftozen^ aiid di« 
riven of Leon, Siiegn^ Brngtmy TonaWy and 
Salmnea^ irtMcktheew' and lost ibtmseltes 
tkerein^ bad like^se ceased tbeir coQises,- so 
tliat» na mills could' grind, wkit^b made tUem^ 
apprehend a famine,'^ This oUiged us to 
address outselTes to him to have the bread 
we wanted Bon Femand sent one of hii^ 
gentlemen, to him in the naaie of as alt ; and 
iflsovediatdy we had so much bread* sent iis^ 
that we ^»re part to oar host and his £nmly^. 
wb» mtaoh' wanted it; 

8earce w«re we atubk, wJMn one t^ mjt 
flervanai breaght. into lay chambev' seTeral. 
.padcetaof tetters,, whicb.thej hadfound cm the 
(gtait^in theimi!. He tbat citnried them having 
drank move than he aeeded,^ had fidfea: asleep 
tfaexe^ by whicb means att his lel^rsf lay e» 
posed'iii die Cttrioaity of tftem tfaaa. passed by. 

Here' it'.kk^ ihia eoootiy a Tory badovdes 
t(OMliin|(>r~comineDee$ as^ when the Firench 
eowier arrives at St. Sebastiap, alkthelettafi 
he brings are delivered tk> othenrwliadregDod 
foot^posts^. and so :^»e one aitotfaei) They 
pat these^patketjs into a sack, tied with^fiatteit 
4md$ %f» thiJg^ shewMcis $ : by.wtarii^, ^^ ^ 
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«ften bappras, that the worets of ycmr hcftre 
and family ave (^n to the fiist ourioos peryon 
who mM^es this foot-post ^hnmlu. And thi» 
is what faftppened on the pvesent occasion^ 
for D&ti Frederic de Catdoiine ha^rhig looked 
on the SQperscriptioiis of sefveral letters, he 
at last met with one from a lady mth- wboii^ 
he waa apparently interested^ at least I so 
judged from the emotion of bis eounienafocey 
and the earnestness with whicb he opened the 
|mcket He read the letter^ and wa^ witiin^ 
to show it me^ without telling me from whoift 
it came^ nor for whom it was^ but he pro- 
mised to tnferm me further aJbeut it at Ma- 
drid, finding it well writ, it came into nqr 
mind, th$t you would-be perhaps glad to se» 
die stile ol a l^panish kdy, when she writes w 
those she lo?ires. I prayed tbe k»^t to let 
me t9d:e a dopy of it $ but^ it is* oertam thai 
trafislartioii tahes^ away miioh^«f i^^ beauty oi 
tSte original. — Here it- is; 

** Eiif^y ti^g «ovitfib«tetf to^afllie:t Hoe" im 
the unfortumite embassy yoahwve miiettakieni 
tot to mention that dist^fiiee is the Inme «# 
the strongest friendship. • I cannot iktfter my^ 
selfj that a rupture betvireevi' tbe soveteigmr 
may abridge the iim^ of yettr absettoe^ and 
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restore me a blessing, nHtbout which I can no 
longer live. Of all the Princes of Europe, he 
to whom you are sent, is the most at union 
with us. I can foresee no war with him; 
s^nd this scourge with which heaven punishes 
the guilty, would be jto me a thousand times 
more welcome than pea£:e — yes, I would be 
glad to bear alone all the disasters of it,, to see 
my lands wasted, my bouses burnt, to lose 
my estate and my liberty, provided we could 
be together; and that, without you share in- 
my misfortunes, I qould 6njoy the pleasure of 
seeing you. You may judge by these dispo- ^ 
sitions. of the condi^on I am in> when I tlunk. 
that you are really going away, that I remaia 
at Madrid, that I dare. not follow you, that 
my di|ty stifles immediately the projects that 
1 might mafae to comfort myself, and that I 
lose you,, in fine^ at a time wherein I have most 
ceasoQ to be.per8aaded of your friendship, and 
wherein I feel more the n^arks.you gave me of 
it : I should conceal from you my grief, and add 
90ne toiyoor's; but how can I weep, and weep 
without you ? Alas, alas 1 1 shalLbe soon forced 
to weep alone. Are you not afraid so lively an 
affliction will kill m^ ? and can you not fe^ 
yourself sick, that you may not leave me ? 
thiak of all the .advantages yirhicb are included 
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in this proposition. But I am a fool to make 
it to you ; you will prefer the King's orders 
before mine, and it would bring me into new 
vexations to put you on such a proof. Adieu, , 
I ask you nothing, because I have too much' 
to ask you — I was never so much afflicted ! ** 

As I ended the translating this letter which 
I send you,' the Alcade's son came to see me : 
he was a young man who had a good opinion 
of himself^ and who was a true guap, L^t not 
that word offend you, dear coudn ; guap is tb6 
same in Spanish, as a brave gallant and spark 
is with us. His hair was parted on the crowii 
of his bead, and tied behind with a blue ribbon, 
about four fingeirs breadt^h, and about two 
yards long, which hung down dt iti 1^11 length ; 
his breeches were of black velvet, buttoned 
down on each knee with five or six buttons; 
he had a vest on so shorty that it scarce reached 
below his pockets.; a scolloped doublet, with 
hanging sleeves^ about four fingers breadth, 
made of white embroidered satin. His cloke 
was of black baize*; and he being a spark, had 
wrapped it round his aran, because this is more 
gallant, with a very light buckler in his ^and^ 
and which has a steel pike standing out in tb« 
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middle : they carry it witb them when tb^y 
walk in the oight on any occasion. He held 
in the other hand a sword, longer than an lialf- 
pike, and the iron for its guard was enough td 
make a breast and buck-plate. These swords 
being so long that they cannot be drawn out| 
unless a man has the arms of a giant ; the sheath 
therefore flies open in laying the finger on a 
little spring. He had likewise a dagger, whose 
blade was very narrow-— it was fastened to his 
belt on his. back -— be had such a straight collar^, 
that be oould neither stoop nor turn about fail; 
head« Nothing can be more ridieuloiiB tbaiii 
what tb^y wear aboui their Deeks,-for it k 
neither armfl^ band^. nor oraTatu : His lalafe: #as^ 
jof a prodigious size^ with'a great band twistidd 
about it bigger ihaii ji mowrning jone. His^ 
shoes were of a fine leather a^ thcit whereof 
gtoveft are made, and itU slaidied and ont^ mC* 
mthstanding the cold ; and so exactly dlosie t4 
his £eet^ and having no heels^ thttt they $eemed 
rather pasted on. In etnteting, be ttiade me a 
reverence after the Spsuiidh faahk>n, his two 
legs cfoss.one another^ ai^d stooping as womeu 
do when diey sadute one anoitbei'. He mm 
strongly perfumed,, and they are. all. sa His 
visit .wm not long — he was very brisk**— hft 

/ 
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forgot not to tell me thsijt be went often to 
Madrid, and that there were no courses of 
bulls wherein he ventured not hi» life. But as 
the little care which was takeirof letters run in 
my mind, and troubled me> I told Mini of the 
courier whom my people had found afileep on 
the stairs. He answered me, that this happened 
from the iieglect of the great post^-master, or, 
to speak better, in that be would gain too 
much; and that if the King knew of it, ha 
would not soffc^r it« Thi$ flame of great post*' 
master made me h^qpiiire of kiai, whether sitiy 
doe rode post in Spain* He told me» Yti^; pro* 
Tided they hod the King*& teave^ at of thil 
great*Bia«te>, who i* aiwtfyn. m penioti of a dto^ 
tiiict birth ; aad tlM fmie^syo^ bNi^ an order 
wcdl signed, and in good form^ you can have 
no liiM^s. *^Ikit,^** said I t» him, <<amatf 
who hasr fought a dael^ or has other reasons td 
hasten away, what doeg he?"— ** Nothings 
Madam,*^ said he to me j << if he has good horsed 
he makes use of them ; and if he has not,, he i^ 
l^eiplexed enough ; bat when one will go post^ 
and parts ndt directly for Madrid, it is suf« 
ficient to take a UHet from the Alcade, which 
is to say, governor of the towns where you 
pass.**— My curiosity being satisfied on tlu$ 
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subject, the gallant Spaniard withdrew, and we 
supped all together. 

I had been some time in bed and asleep, 
when I was awakened by the ringing of bells, 
and by a confused noise of dreadful voices. 
I knew not as yet what was the cause, when 
Don Fernand de Toledo, and Don Frederic de 
Cardonne, without knocking at my door, burst 
it open, and calling out to me as loud as they 
could to make me bear ^for they had light), 
. came both of them to my bed, and throwing 
«py gown upoi> me, they carried jme away, 
with my daughter, z.% quick as they could to 
(he top of the hoiise. It is impossible to re« 
present to you my. astonishment and fear — I 
^ked them at length wbs^ was the matter i 
7'hey told me the thaw was ctnne down all of a 
laudden with such a great violeilce, that the 
rivers being swelled by die torrents, which 
fell from, all sidest of the moumtjainsy with which 
(he town is surrounded, had fallen on it,, aad 
overflowed it^ tl^t at the instant when they 
came, to take me, the watei; had alres^ly got 
to my chamber, and that all was^ ia homd con- 
fusion. They needed say no more, for I heard 
dreadful cries and shrieks, and the water shook 
jtbe whole bouse. I was nevei: %o seized with 
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fear in afi my life — 1 affectionately regretted 
my own country. "^^ Alast" said I, " I have 
travelled a long way to come to drown myself 
on the fourth story of an inn at Aranda." All 
raillery apart, I thought seriously my last hour 
was come; and I was so troubled, that I was 
twenty times thinking to intreat these gentle- 
men to hear me intconfession. I believe that 
in the sequel they would hare jnore laughed 
at it than I. We were till day in continual 
alarms; but ^eiAlcade, and the inhabitants 
•of the town, $o^s{leedi]y aad efiectuaUy stirred 
themselves in ' turning aside the torrents, 
and forcing the waters a^ay, that we wene 
only ]a£irightedr; two of our ihulies were drowned • 
My litterg and clothes were so soaked in water, 
that to dry them we were obliged to tarry one 
whole day ; and this was no easy matter^ for 
there are no. chimneys in the inns — they 
heated the oven, and put my clothes in it. I 
can assure you, I have not gained any thing in 
thia unl^ppy immdation : I lay down after this, 
or, to speak better, I bathed myself, my bed 
being as wet as any; thing i^se. 
. My fellow-travellers thought; fit to let kne 
rest a little < — 1 have employed ope part pf my 
leisure time in writing to you. Adieu, dear 
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OovMB— it 18 time to finisb: I am elMv m«re 
jrauf s than any body's iathe world* 

From 4^ania dc JDuero^ 
March 9. 



LETTER VL 

T&fi exactness I observe in givitig yoa a& 
account of things whkh I judge worthy of your 
curiosity, puts me oftentimes on inquiries into 
sereral particulars which I should have other* 
^ise omitted, had you not persuaded me 
that you are ^ great lover of novelties, and 
that you love to travel without going out of 
you* closet. 

We parted from Aranda in a time of thaw, 
which, as it rendered the air warmer, eo it 
made the ways more troublesome. We tame 
some time after to the mountain of Samo- 
isierra, wUch paarts the Old Castile from the 
New^ and we traversed it not without diffi- 
culty, as well fbr its height, as the quimtity 
of snow with which the bottoms were fiAed, 
and into which we sometime!? ffell as from 
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precipicesy believing the way even. They 
caU this pass the Puerto, which name me- 
thinks should be only given to a part where 
one embarks on the sea, or a river; but it is 
thus they call the passage from one kingdom 
to aoother, and you make your way to your 
co^tf for the King's officers wait for travel* 
lers m the road, and let them hot go tSl they 
have paid what they require. 

In arriving at Buitrago, we were as wet as 
the night of the inundation at Aranda; and 
though I kept my litter, I felt no less the in* 
coDamodiousness of the weather, than if I had 
been on foot or horseback, because the litters 
are so badly closed and made in this country, 
that when the mules pass through any 
water, they throw up with their feet part of 
the water into the Utter, which there remains. 
So that I was forced in arriving, to change 
my linen and clothes. Afierwmds Don Fer« 
naud^ the three ktiigbts, my daughter, and 
my women, went with me to the castle I had 
been so often told of. 

It appeaised to me as regularly built as that 
. of Lecma, not so large, but in every degree 
, as pleasant: ^le i^artments are better con- 
trived^ and the furoiture is rich^ and very 
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singular, as well for its antiquity as magnifi' 
cence* This castle, as well as that of Lerma, 
belongs to Don Rodrigo de Silva de Mendosa, 
Duke de Pastrona and de Tlnfantada. His 
mother's name is Donna Katheripa de Men- 
dosa) et Sandoval, heiress of the Dachies of 
lafantada and Lerma. It descends from fa- 
ther to son of Ruy Gomes de ^Ira, who was 
made Duke of Pastrana, and Prince of 
Eboly by Kbg Philip IL This Princess 
d'Eboly, who has been so much talked of 
for her beauty, was his wife^ and the King 
was passionately in love with her. They showed 
me her picture. She is represented at her whole 
length, sitting under a tent fastened to some 
boughs of trees : she seems as if she were 
rising, for she has only a fine linen cloth on 
her, which lets oi)e part of her body be seen. 
- If she were as handsome as. her picture makes 
her, and if her features were so regular, she 
must bje allowed the most charming woman in 
the world. Her eyes, are so lively and full of 
spirit, that it seems as if sb6 was about speak* 
ing to you. Her neck, arms^ feet, and legs, 
are naked ; her hair falls down on her breasts ; 
and little Cupids, which appear every where 
about *her, press on one another to serve her — 
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sofi^ had hev sl^p^rs, others are ready te stre^ 

fiow^fiB ott her^ and fiome hold har looking* 

ghw*. Others ase seen farther off, whoarci 

ahftrppmng . their i axroirs^ whilst others . fill 

their qaiven widi theoiy and bend their bow; 

A fawn looks on her throQgh boughsi she 

sees him and shosrs him Ji little Cupid^ who 

is leaning na her knees, and weeps a$ if he 

was ;afraid of it| at which she seems to smile. 

I remained a great while looking on this 

picture with pleasure ; but I was made to pass 

into a gallery where- 1' saw her again. She 

was: painted in a lai^e piece attending 

Queen Elizabeth, danghter to Henry IL 

King of France, whom Philip II. King 

of Spain espoused^ instead of giving her to 

Don Cartos his son, ^to whom she had been 

promised^ The Queen made her entrance 

oahorseback^ ^s it' is the custom ; and I found 

the Princess Eboly less shining near her than 

she appeared to me when alone. You may 

hereby, judge of the charms of this young 

Queen: she had a blue satin gown; but as t6 

the re$t, just a* I represented to you the 

Countess of Lemos. The King stood in a 

balcony to see her pass by. He had a black 

suit witha<3ollar of the Golden Fleece; his 

^ you !• h 
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bair reddish and grej, lopg visage^ 6Ui, 
vriukled, and ugly *. The ia£ant Don CaHos 
accompanied the Queen: he was very -feiry 
a fine head, his hair of a light ydlo^v, his 
eyes blue; and be looked on the Queen with 
so KDoying an air, that it appeared the painter 
knew the secret of his art, and would ex- 
press it. His habit was white, enibr<Mdered 
with precious stones : he was in Ms doublet, 
with his hat buttoned on one side, and co« 
vered with white feathers. . ' 

I saw in the san^e gallery another piece 
which much affected me, which was the 
Prince Don Carlos dying. .He was sitting in 
a chair, leaning with his arjn on a table be- 
fore him, holding a pen in his hand, as if he 
would have wrote something: there was a 
vessel by him, wherein appeared a sort of 
black liquor, which appatently was designed 
for poison. A little further you see the bath 
preparing for hiip, where bis veins were to 
be opened : the painter had perfectly well re- 
presented the confusion of so melancholy ao 
occasion; and having read his history, :and 
being much affected with it, methought I- 

* King Pliilip W98 thea no more Asm ^ jr^fs o£ ag«» 
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saw him really dying. I was told these pieces 
were of itiestimable value. 

I was afterwards conducted into a chamber, 
whose furniture had belonged to the Arch- 
duchess Marguerita of Austria, governess of 
the low countries; and it is pretended she 
had worked it herself : there is a neatly wrought 
bed of flowers, woods, animals, and feathers 
of all colours : the hangings are the same ; and 
the different colours therein do make a very 
agreeable show. And this is what I found most 
remarkable in the castle of Buitrago ; and it 
growing late we left it. 

It was several days since I had the pleasure 
of seeing the playing at ombre — I therefore 
Caused the cards to be brought. Don Fer» 
nand, with two of the knights, began the game ; 
and I interested myself, as I was used to do i and 
Don Estreve de Caijaval did the like; so that 
after we had seen them play some time, I de- 
manded of him to whom of the three knights 
was the commandership, whence they came 
when I met them. He answered me, ** It did 
not belong to any one of them; that he had 
been to see one of their common friends on a 
vexatious accident which had happened to' h m' 
in hunting.^' Falling on the subject of co;n« 
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. tuandershipsy I iatreated him to^ioform me 

whether the orders of St. Jaoie% Calatrava, imd 

Alcaotafa were imcieAt He answered, me, 

** It was above five hundred years siuce tbejr 

had subsisted; that foroierly the order of Ca-. 

ktem was called the GaUarU; that of St; 

Jamesy the Rich ; and that of Atcantaira, the 

Noble. That which made them be called thus, 

was that ordinarily there entered only young 

caTatiers into Calatrava; that St. Jameses was 

richer than the two others ; and that to be re- 

ceiyed a knight of Alcantara, one mlxst make 

his proofs of our races — whereas to enter into 

the others, there needed only two. In former 

times, when these orders were established, the 

knights made »vows, lived most regularly in 

Qommunicy, and wcwre arms only to combat the 

Moors; but afterwards the grefatest Lords of 

the kingdom entered into it, who obtained the 

liberty to marry, under this condition, that, 

' abpuld they be obliged to demand an express 
dispensation from the holy see, one must have 
the King's letter, give proofs of. his. nobility, 
and likewise prove he is descended from Old 
Christians, which is to say — there have en« 

ticred no Jew? nor Moors into his father's 

and mother's family. Pope Innocent VIII. 
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gare in 148<> to King Ferdinand and liii 
successors^ the disposal of all the cointnapdet^ 
ships of thes<^ three orders, which are calledr 
Military. The King of Spaia disposesc^ theul. 
in effecj: under the title of Perpetual Admint^ 
strator ; and he enjoys three great maMer^tpd)^ 
which bring him in above four thousand <^'rowfl4 
a yean When he holds a chapter, as^ great 
master of the order, or any other assembly^ 
the knights have, the privilege to sat ' and be 
covered in his presence.^' Don Esteve added^ 
^< That the order of the Csdatrava had^thhrty^ 
IjENir cbmmanderships, and eight priories, valued 
at one hundred and twenty thousand ducats pet 
mhum; that Alcantani had thirty-three oom- 
Joanderships, four alcadies, and > four priorie^> 
which yielded eighty tfaousamd ducats ^ anA 
ihat the eighty-seven commandWshipa of S|. 
Jame9> as well in Castile as in the kingdom of 
Leotiy were valued at two hundred and seventy •» 
two thousand diutats. You may hereby jpdge^ 
Madam/' continued he, '^ that there are seme 
helps for the poor geatlemea of Spain." 

*^ I agree," said I to him, *^ that this would 
be very advantageous for them, were they the 
only persons admitted into these three orders. 
But I think you now tdd me^ fbat the greatest 
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lords possess the best commanderships.^^ -— *- 
•* This is by a general nile,^' satid he, ^ that 
those, who have much will have more, although 
there is the greatest justice others sboold have 
A share; and the eldest of great quality might 
haTe wherewith to satisfy them in obtaining 
the or^er. of the Fleece,, which extremely dis- 
tinguishes those whom the King hcmours with 
it. However, this being a favour accompanied 
with no revenue, and being not easily ob« 
tained, few people seek it, and you see or« 
dioarily none but Ptioces have it/' — ** If yott 
jkoow who instituted this order of the Fleece,^ 
said I to him^ ^^ you wUl oblige ose ia in* 
forming uie,'^ — "It is pretended,*' replied he, 
" that ia the time when the Moors possessed 
the best and greatest part of Spain, a pious 
peasant praying one day earnestly to God to 
deliver the kingdom from these infidels, per« 
ceived an angel coming down firom heavea 
who gave him a fleece of gold, and commanded 
him to make use of it to gather troops^ because 
at this sight he would not be refused followen 
to fight the enemy* This holy man obeyed; 
and several gentl^nen took up arms in effect 
on what he told them. 

^^ llie success, of this e»l:erprise. answered 
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the hope conceived of it. So that Philip the 
Oood) Duke of Burgundy, instituted the order 
of the Golden Fleece, in the honour of God^'* 
of the^Virgin, and St Andrew, in the year- 
1^29 ;• mid the day of his marriage with Isa-^ 
VelJa^ daughter to the Krng^ of Portugal, wai* 
chosen for thb ceremony* It was made at 
Bruges — it ordained that the Duke, of Bur^ 
guudy should be perpetual chief of the order, 
because St. Andrev^ is patron of Burgundy^ 
Those, who huTe it are called Cavallerd*s del 
Tuson^ which ift to say,* ^ Knights of the 
Fleece }' and one may hence remark, that 
there is a difibrence in relation to this order,' 
saying, when one speaks of the others,^ that 
such a one is Knight of the order of St; 
James, or the order of Calatrava.*' ^ ' 

f In the time whert we were thus talking, we 
beard a^noise, as of a coach and attendatits that 
stopped; not; long after, Don Frederic de 
Cardonnk^s Talet-de-ebambre entered into my 
dbamber, :to tell his master, ' that the archbishop 
of Burgos was. arrnred. - 
. ^ This is aa happy encounter for ^e,^' said 
Ibe; f' for I parted expressly from' Madiidta 
see him ; and- having not found him at Burgos^^ 
I was imt & little tronUediat ;it.'' 
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^^ Fortune ualwayji on your side/* said tkoii 
Sancbo, smiling to bim, *^ but not to retard 
the pleasure of seeing Uiis illusthous kimman, 
we will leave oiF our game/' Don FamaiHl 
and Don Sancho arose. /^ Undoubtedly/* 
•ays Don Esteye, ''Don Frederic will he ci 
our company dus nii^t^^' *^ << f am of anothlir 
mind/' replied Don Femand ; tbe arcbl<' 
bishop is one of the most obliging persons ia 
the world : as soon as ever he knows here is t 
French lady, he will give her a wsit.*^ -i-»^** He 
will do me a great^de&i 96 honour/' answ^ed 
I; << but yetl shall be a little perplexed, for vii^a 
must sup and>go to rest betimes;" Ihadiscarce 
ende4 these words^ whei^ Dm (Ftedertir re^' 
turned again* ^-^ 

'' As soon as !»iety ttierHrBbbi^ap kneik 
there was a strange lady jat Butragtv" saidThe 
to me, ** he no longer minded me ; and-if yani 
please, Madani^ he will come: and offer you 
whatever depends on. him in tbiacouiitary." 

I answered this ciyili^as:.! ought); and Dob 
Frederic being returned to himi,ACond«6ted 
him a while after into my chamber., c I focmd 
him extraordinarys civil; he spokf litt^t ^ 
observed the gravity befiiting^ hb cbanioter^ 
and the Spanish .aatioa. .. He.imttch be) 
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wailed 'm/ makihg so long a journey in, so 
rigorods a season ; abd intreated me to lay my 
(»>mmaiids on him in something' whereki he 
might obey me. This 14 the < usual ^om^ 
plimentln this country; he had a long cas- 
«oc over hift clothes^ which were oi pfurpl^ 
Telvet, with high ruffled sleev<esy which reached 
to his veiy ears, and n pair of spectacles oh 
lus nose. 

He sent for a little monkey, which he would 
laeeds giTe my daughter;, and though I was 
troubled at it, I Could not r^^ist his intrea^ 
ties, and the desire my daughter had of ac^ 
ceptiug it.-^ Every time the ^chbishop toofc 
tobacco, which he often did^ the little ape 
yeach^ out his paw to him, and he put some 
on it, which he made a$ if he would take. 
This prelate told tne, the King of Spain ex- 
pected, with extreme impatience, the an$iver 
of the Marquis de los Balbares, on the or- 
ders h^ had given him on the demand of 
, Mademoiselle from the French King. ** If bis 
Most Catholic Majesty^s greatn^^s be coosi«« 
4ered," continued he, ** this marriage ndtist 
certainly be esteemed very honoqrabte; for 
when the sun goestiown inone partof faisdomi* 
nionsi it rises in another. And diis monarch 
1-5 
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^njoys not alone lib grapdetirf**iie has the 
pleasure of sharin]git;to his subjects, he is ia 
a condition to recompensei them, to make 
them happy, to pat tbein into high places^ 
Inhere their whole ambition- is satisfied, and 
wherein they receire the lame honour as sof 
.vereig^s.;. auid is not this what a King ought 
to wish, to be^ in a capacity to . recompense 
magnificently the services which are rendered 
;hiai„ and force ensen an unthankful person to 
Jbecopie gratefoL It is a surprising, thing,, the 
numbf^r of employs for men of the sword 
and the gown, which his Majesty. eVecy day 
bestows.". 

" Several persons have ^pokeii^ to me x)f 
this,, as y/>u do, my Lord," said I to him^ 
,** but I hope to be perfectly instructed in it at 
Madrid." — ^' I am able to inform you,, at least 
•in part, of what you would know," replied he; 
/.* some reasons have obliged me to take a little 
jRjbstract, and yrldch I ihivk I have about me.'.^ 
Jle jmnediiitely delivered it to me ; iand having 
liqpt tbecopy of it, and it appearing curious to. 
mfif I shall therefore here, dear couiun, trans*^ 
lateit foryoill.^ > 
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Ficirqydlties wh%6h depend Twi the Siiig 
' of Spain. 

Naples, Sicify, Arragon, Valentaa, Navarre, 
' Sardinia, Catalonia ; atxd ' iu New Spain,, 
^' Peru. ' 

'jJRimernmenU of Kingdx>ms and Provinces: 

T^e States of Flanders, Milan, Galicia, Bis- 
' cay, the istes of Majorca and Minorca. 

Seven governments in the Wesf-lndies, viz. 

the isles-' of Madeira^ Gape Vert, Mina,. St; 
' Thomae, Angola^ Brasil, and Algerves ; 
|i in Africa, Iseuta, Maragan; iti the East; 

the Pbillipine islands.. . . i \ 

Bishoprics and Archbishoprics in the Most 

Catholic King* s Nomination, svwe Pope 

. Adrum FI. yielded his Might of Nomination, 

Fifsty m the two Cpstiles the Artbhishop- 
mc of Toledo^ whose Archbishoip. is Pi^ipate 
9f jSpain, Great Chancelloi^ of Castile^ apd 
Conasettor of .State. He speaks to the sutes 
apd in the eouiicil, immediately after th# 
lUng^;^ aad he 19 usually cof^sukc^d/pn ^ imt 
pottant aSairs. He. has tbre0 hwdted ^n^ 
fifty tiiMsand .ci^owoa t year^.w^ hisiclergjn 
four hundred thousand. ; , I s. . ■ ■/. \ « 
» TbeJ&K^iabq) ai :Br»ga io Port«ga],uYfaQ- 
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is Spiritaal and Temponi Lord e( the dtf, 
and who, for a miMrk of. big authority^ carries 
bis crosier in his hand, and bis sword by Us 
side, pretends to t^e Primacy of fi^ain, and 
disputes it with the Archbishop of Tc^edo^ 
because this Primacy was heretofore held at 
Seville, afterwards translated' to Toledo, by 
reason of the in^i^ion of. the Maors ; •aad that 
Toledo being fallen into th^ir hands, it- was 
translated to Braga^i s<^ ;.tbat the Arebbi^p 
long possessed jbhis dignity; bfUt af^ the 
Spaniards had. retaken Toledo, the Arckbidiop 
re-demanded his Primacy. He of Br^wolild 
not consent to restore it; and this.differtece 
being pot yet terminated, they both assume 
this title. 

• The Ardibishopric of SeVilW is ivorth an- 
nually three hundred and fifty thousand ducats, 
and its chapter above an hnndrec) th^«isand» 
Nothing can' be seen finer than, this ^thttdM 
Among other ' things reisarklibl^, t\k€te is t 
tower built witWhridc^ near two hundred- ftet 
in circumference, and above owe hundfeAifi 
height* AnotW tower is > iraised *^gM^ 
which a so well contrived Within, that% mA 
Itoy nie on liofSeb^ck totiie >tof» ftftei^' TM 
outside is painted and gilt* . -^ * 
1W At «hbiftltop6o-of St.'Jfuat^^^Ad ^im- 
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and its Chapter an buiidred'thouss(fiid.t^% '^ 
The Archbishopric of Crraaada* b talued 

at forty thoasand dutmis, > ..... ' 

That of Burgos ae^rasMttttclli - i ^ 

. The Ar^bbislfiQpiQic of ^ . . , ...^ 

Saragossa, fi% thottsoadiittaats a year. 
Avila, twenty thousand* - •- • 

Valencia, forty thousand 

TheBUh9pBip,<>f. , i^ s 

Astorgas, twelre thousand d^eats^ayeav^i 

Cuensa, more than fifty thout»aud» - 
~ Cordova, about GMty 'thousand; < 

Siguensa, the^same.-^ . ,-..uji ^:..k.. 

Segovia, twenty^-fiie thowiaQd.c' "< 

Calahorra,tweiitytkQOS6lnd; o' '-'>'.:. v . 

Salamanca, som^lfaimg m4>tti ^ ; . 

Placejntia, fifty thousasfd. ' . . » ' 

Palancia, twenty-five thousand. 
-..jJaiea,iMkbv^thiTty'ithou8«Q4i Jo'i :i.'>^.iio i 
. .MUa^ fosty thousand* i./^i^.^J <o ! .' 
. .; Qtania»>^twenqrt^tya thowtanft. {.li -f- ^ 

iiaiaoii^ iwreniy tliousaod^ ' ^i : 
; Ooria,ytweiit^ thousaiid. : ^^. i- .- t.i - < 
1^ oCiiidai(^ Ibbdligo^ tttbdioiisand.t > ' J '- '^ 
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Oriedo, twenty thpiiDiiQd* ;. . 

lueaa, t\vent^«*two.tbg»tfftild^^ .: ;; . 

Pampelime^ twenty-eight thousandl. 

Calesy twehre til&t»^ud. ■ * ^ 

Orensa, . ten tbwladnGL ' . 

Onguela^ ten thousand. 

Aliaeria,. fi^e tbousapd. . , / 

GuadiX). ninety thousandl 

Tuy, four thcmsMdl ■ ' ' - 

Badigost^ eqjhteen dioiiaandw , « . »> 

Valladolid^ifiecn thousand.. .: j 

Huesca^ twehe tbousatid. . ,..;/k>3 

Taros5ona, fourteen theiisaad^. f ^i^ . 

BalbastrO).aeire&'tl]omasnd^ / ^ > ; » 

Albervacin) si&thousmid^ . i ,. . .. ^ 

Tervel, twelve, thousiund;; : . 

Jaca, six thousands 

*v ■ ■ ■ ■■ . ' .'■•■ i' ^ . .. '■\ 

I ought not tt>^oinit:ol>serviBg,/tliatjdie ca^ 
thedial of Cordoya is extraorduxary stalely : it 
was built by Alideifaajnan, who. ruled ocvej^ all: 
the Moors in Spain.'. It served them for 4t 
mosque in the yearf 7^7^^ But the Cluristkns 
having taken CopdoTa ist j(2^d^tfiey jnade a^ 
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chtfrch of ibis mosque. It has twenty-four 
great gates, all of them carved with ornaments 
of steel: its length is^ six hundred feet, and 
its breadth fifty. It is perfectly weH pro- 
portioned and sustained by eight hundred 
and fifty pillars, the greatest of vrhiclLare of 
jasper, and the otheri^ of black marble,, of a 
foot and a half diameter; The roof is ad* 
SQiiably well psunted ; and one may icoia 
bence judge of the magnifi^nt bumour of 
the Moors, 

It is hard to bdi^v^, after witat I have 
written of the cathedral of Cordova,, that tbat 
of Leon is yet more considerable; yet nothing 
is more true ; and this Is what has given oc« 
casion* ta what is e<dfl«ttonly sofid, that the 
ehurch of Leon is the finest itt^ all Spain, -the 
church of Toleda^ richest, - that of SetSIle 
the greatest, and that of Salamanca the 
strongest^ 

The cathedra) of Malaga is aAaiirafofy "treU 
set: forth, and justly piN)portione$ ; the de^ 
in the choir, cost one hundred atid iive thouf 
sand crowns^ and all the rest answers to^Uus. 
magnificence^. 
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Principalities of Catalonia. 

Tlie . Archbishopric of 7arnigone> and of 
^ BarpehnuL 

The Bishcqpric of Lerida^ Urgel^ Garoim^ 
Yi^uei Salsoaa, Tartofia, Elok , . 

In Itahf^ 

Tlw ArdiUshopric of Brindes^ Lnic£aix% 
. Matem^ Ottant^ . HJasi^ Saienu^ Tnuiv 

Tarante. 
Thai JMbpric of Anaiio^ Actos^ Aqpila 

Coetan^ Castelamare*. i , 

[^Kh^d0mffNiift€sK\ 
Tbe Bisho^ic pf Caet% G^fMi^ .Guiove^ 
fM|a^, Mpfiila^ MoDGpoU^ Pqz^ Poi- 
. tepssdy Tmento^ Trop^ Bugeota 

I . .. . 

Kingdom of, Sicily. ". 

T^ A<^hbt^opric (^ Pat^fm^ MonteraL 
.Thie Bishppriq of Gir^ento, Mazarsy Mea- 
f aioay Parti^ Cefaiii^ Catania^ Zangoxa^ 

4^ The kingdom of Naples is noir separated from Spai% 
and belongs to the King of the Two $icifiei^ soft to ibis jpie- 
•oit Majesty of S^aln. (1774^) 
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At Milan*. 
The Archbishopric of Milan. 
The Bishopric, of Vigevano. 

Kingdom of Majorca. 
Th^ Bishop qf Majorca. 

King Jom of Sardinia. 
. The Archbishopric of Cagliari, Oristan, Sacer. 
Th6 'Bishopric of A%uiratefci Boza, Am- 

/« Africa. 
The Bishopric of I'^ger^ and of Ceuta. 

Jn th/s Indies. 

The Archbishop of Goa« , , ., ,. r 

The Bishopric of Madeira^, AqgoU iq the 
Tercerp jUlesj Capeverde^ • St. Thomas^ 
Cochin^ Malara^ Malioporj Macao. 



From all the Archbishoprics and BisKopriqs 
uiere comes nothing to the Pope from the 
Bishop that dies» nor. whilst .the benefice is 

* MtliLQ has hf tmty tag ailicft 4e4«d toUiCi «iiipccoA 
(1774.) 
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vacant. It will be a hard matter to recite iSie 
number of Abbeys and otlier dignities to which 
the King of Spain presents. 

.We shall now meotiou the she Archhi- 
shoprics, and the ^thirty-two Bi^oprics of 
New Spain, of its isles; and of Peru. 

The Arcbbisbopricof thecity of Los Reyes, 
capital of the province of Peru, is valued at 
near thirty thousand crowns per annum*. 

The Bishopric of , 

Arequipa, sixteen thousand crowns a yean« 
TruxiUo, fourteen thousand. 
St. Francisco de Quito; ei^teea thousand. 
The great town of Curco, twenty-four thou«i>^ 

sand. , 

St Jdm of Victory, eight tliousand.. 
Panama, six thousand. 
Chile',- five thousand. ■ ^ 

Of our lady of Chile, forty thou^andl 

The Arcbbishoprie of 

BofiTOta, ik the kins^dom of Granada, fourteen 

thousand.' . ^ 

l^opaya, five thousand* 
Cartbagena, six thonaapdU • '- * 

St. Maria^ eighteen thousand.. 
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The Bishqndc of Plata, in the province 
of Los Charcas, sixty thousand crowns. The 
Archdeacon of this' Bishopi'ic has five thou* 
sand. The Master of the children of the 
choir,, the Chaunter, and the Treasurer, eac^ 
four thousand. Six Canons, each three thou- 
sand. ^ Six other dignities, valued each at 
one thousand eight hundred crawos* And 
one may observe by the riches of the Chapter ^ 
of Plata, that the others have not much lessr 

The Archbishopric of La Plata has for Suf- 
fragans, the Bishopric of 

Paz, Tutuman, Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 
Paraquay de Buenos Ayres, Del Bio de la 
Plau. 

The Archbishop of St. James, in the province 
of Tutamao, is worth six btmdred crowns. 

The Bishopric of 

St. Lawrence de las Barrancas, twelve thou*^ 
; . , 

sand crowns. 

Baragua, sixteen thousand. . 

La Sante Trinite, fifteen thousand.* 

The Archbishopric of Mexiee, erected ia 
1518, twenty thousmdreales* ^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



9iS IXTTKII8 moar spaent. 

Tbe Bishopric. of Los Angelos^ fifty thott« 
saudrealesb 

The Bishopric of 

Valladolidy of the province Mechoacan^ four- 
* teen thousand crowns. 
Antequara, seven thousand crowns J^elir. 
Otiadalaicara^ province of the New Gsdicia, 

seven thousand. 
Burango, four thousand* 
Merida, capital* of the province' of Yucatan^ 

eight thousand, 
Santiago, in the province of Guatamala, eight 
' thousand-. 

Santiago Leon^ three thousand. 
Chiapa, five thousand. 

The Arehhishop of St Domitigo, of the Spa^ 
nish islandsj^ Primate ef the Indies^ three 
thousand. 

-I , - • 

The Archbbhopric of 

St Juan de porto Rico, fi% thoosifiid veaks. 

^Tbe isles of Cuba, eight tfapusaDd*' 

St. Anna de Coro^ eight thousand. 
.Cattiayagua, ci^tal oi the province jof Hoa- 
duras^ three thousand. 
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The Archbishopric Metiopoliim of ]\|anifim* 
capital of the Pfailippine islands, AxfiS' 
thousand crowns, which the King is obliged 
to pajr him, by die bull granted in 1595. 
The King likewise pays tl!ie Chapter the 
saunie sum. This Archbishopric has thread 
Suffragans, viz* one in the islb of Cebuj^ 
the other in that of Luzon, and the third 
in Comorhia, 



Having read the. memorandum which the 
archbishop of Burgos gave, and caused it to 
be copied out, he withdrew, praying me that 
I would permit him to send his olio to me, 
because it' was ready, and that I could not 
get any thing better for my supper. Ithanked 
him, and told him, the same reatfoo obliged 
me to refuse it, seeing without it he wouldr 
make as bad a supper as we» 

Yet Don ;Frederic de Cardonne wis al* 
ready gone to fetch it,: and retfurned laden 
with a great silver pot; but be was much: 
surprised oh finding it fastened with a lock: 
this is usual in Spain. He.Wbald needs have 
had the key of thie oook, who (taking it ill 
that his master would not eat his olio) an«' 
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sw^redp '* That .he had unfattaoately lost the 
key in t)ie8now,'aiid knew nat how ta open 

Don Frederic^ vexed at this, would, not- 
withstanding my iDtreaties, go and acquaint 
Ae archbbhop with it, who ordered hb issgor- 
domo to look after it He threatened the cook, 
s^d the scene passed so near my chamber, that 
I heard the whole of it; hut that part which 
pleased me most were the cook's answers, who 
sail], No puede gddecer la rindf siendo 
Christiana^ vi^'o, hidalgo com el Key y peco 
mas; which is to say, ''I cannot bear the 
being reprimanded, who am of the race of Old 
ChrLsitians, who are noble as the King, and 
something more/' ^ 

. It is commonly at this rate the Spaniards 
Value themselves. This same blade was not 
only vain-glorious, but obstinately conceited; 
and whatever could be done or said to him, 
would not make him deliver the key of the 
pot, so that the olio remained in it untouched 
for us. 

We went to bed late, so, that not rising 
very early, all that I couM do before I set 
out, was to finish this letter, and to-morrow 
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I shall ibegia Mother, M/^erein y6u shall be 
informed of =4fae^f est of my tray^ 

Fnym Boitragbi ' ' 
March 43; -- 



LETTER VIL 

. \V"e can easily peroeiye tbaj; we are not fat 
from Madrid. The weather 'is: fair not with-^ 
standing the season, and we have no more 
need of' fife: but it seems very strange to us, 
tbait in the inns which are nearest to this great 
town, you are worse nsed tban in those which 
are ' an. huqdred leagues distant --t^you woul^i 
thiok youcame rather iniba' deserts, than near, 
a towa> where resides so great^ 3, monarch ; and 
I can asimre youj dean cousin, that in our 
whole ccairse .1 havej notl met with an bouse 
or CQ$tle tha4;. has pleased me. I ;am .much 
am^G^ejdt^ili; |bjr I tbou^t.that inthts country^ 
^^ ij^ oui1s^«J[i8hQiddi find: fine walks land cu- 
ripi^iiSeatfii;; whereuls jrou.ean: sfcarcely i»ee:any 
ti^es,^ sftte sQime few which 'grow in spite of 
the soil^ and $t»tbjs ; time, wheii i am but ten 
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with the stabldb -It i^ a. bote. tbMHeeda alight 
at nooDy but what kind of lights think you ? 
You had better have none ^ all; Ibr thta la^a 
lamp which banishes all cheerfalnesa' fay its 
glimmering light, and your health by its 
stinking scent; and g orf yfaer e you will, though 
to the curate of the parbh for a candle, you 
will not find one, and I doubt much whether 
there be any in his church. Here every where 
a sad scene of poverty presents ttsdf to y6ur 
sight. Don F^maiud de Toledo, who took 
uotke of my astonishment, assured me, . i 
should see very fine things at> Madrid; but I 
could not forbear telling him, I couhl not 
easily imagine it^ It b tme the ^nniards bear 
up under their tiildigenc^;with^ such an aif of 
gravity as would 'deometmier, thevery peasauts 
telling their steps' as they; walk: diey are 
mightily inquisitive aftcfr news, as if their 
whole being depended ' thereon. I have had 
many, of them come into my chamber without 
any . ceremony, and without ditfaiiis^ oil their 
backs,i.or ^bees oii their- fbet^^fatjeadfig me to 
tell thooi what f knew of dSM^ court of Fkance. 
After I had spoke tochein, tikey have ex*- 
amined what I: said, aad argueti on it among 
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theipselves in sxxth ft mMtier, as showed great 
^ense, and a lively apprehension : this nation 
has ever had something extraordinary among 
them above others. 

There came to see me, among others, one 
of the townsmen's wives, a good likely wo- 
man. She carried her child in hararmsy which 
was a dreadful leati one ^-^ he had above aa 
hundred little hands like those of jointed babies 
hanging abput his neck, and on all sides of 
him. I asked lus ipother the meaning of this : 
she answered me, ^^ That it was good against 
evil eyes.'* — ^*How," said I to her, ** do these 
little hands hinder one from any distemper of 
the eyes ?'* — "Undoubtedly," replied she, **but 
not as you mean; for you must know, if you 
please, there are people in this country, who 
hav-e such a poison in their eyes, that in look- 
ing stedfastly on a person, and especially on 
a young child, they make him pine away to 
death. I saw a man who tiad an evil eye; 
and doing mischief when be looked with this 
eye, he wa? obliged to cover it with a great 
plaister: as to the other eye, it had no ma- 
lignity, yet it sometimes happened, that being 
with his friends, when he saw a great many- 
fowls together^ he would say> choose which 

VOL. I. M 

~ ^ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



224^ LETTERS FROM SPAIN. 

cf these you would have me kill. He was 
«hbwii oiie^ he took off hh plaister^ looked 
ftedfastly on the fowl, and a while after she 
turned round several times -giddy, and fell 
down dead." This wooaan. likewise would 
persuade me that there are magicians, who 
looking on any one with an evil intention, 
strikes them' with such a languishment, as 
makes them become lean like skeletons ; and 
her child, she told me, had been struck in this 
mannef; and the common remedy is the use of 
these little hands. She moreover told me^ it 
is the custom, when they see any one look at- 
.tentively upon them, and the party has a look 
bad enough to fear she should give the e^il 
d'Ojoi^ (it is thus called, because it is done ' 
by the eyes), to present her one of these hands, 
or even her own ^hut, and to say to her, 
Toma la majw^ which is to say, ' Take this 
hand;* to which the person suspected must 
answer, Dio& le benediga^ * God bless you ;' 
t\rhich if she does not, she is judged to have a 
bad intentiof} ; and hereuponhe >or she may be 
denunciated to the inquisition; or if you be 
the strongest, you may beat them till they say 
Dios It benediga, 

I do not assure you as a thing certain^ that 
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%he talation of the fowl$ is positively, tru^j 
but this is certain^ that they are here strongly 
persuaded there, are persons who can 4p yo^ 
hurt by barely looking at you ; .an4 .b^re ar^ 
even churches to wbi^h ^hey go iji pilgrimsig^ 
to be cured of it. ^ I asked this yopng woman 
if there appeared nothing . extraorjJiQary. in 
those th^y call mischievous eyes. She told 
me, no; except that they are full of such a 
shining vivacity, that they seem to be all on 
fire, and would make one thi^k they will 
pierce you like a dart She moreover told 
jne^ that of late the inquisition h^d caused an 
old woman to be seized on, who was accuseds 
of being a witch; and she believed it ^ras she 
who had put her child into that piteous con* 
dition in which I saw it. I asked her what 
they would do to this woman* She told me, 
^f there were proofs strong enough, she would 
be infallibly burnt, or left in the inquisition; 
and that the best treatment she could choose 
would be to be delivered thence by being 
whipped along the streets; that these witches 
are. tied to an ass's tail, or that they are placed 
<m these beasts, coifed with a paper mitre, 
painted with all colours, with writings, which 
jdenoted the crimes they have committed ; that 
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in this 6ne equipage they are led about the 
town, where every one has the Hberty to strike 
theniy or dirow dirt at them. ** But/' said I to 
her, how know you that their condition would 
be worse if they remained still in ptison ? " — '^^ O 
Madam/' said she to me^ ^^ I see you are not yet 
informed what the inquisition is: whatever 
can be said of.it, comes not near the rigours 
exercised therein: you are seized on, and 
thrown into a dungeon ; you lie there two or 
three months, sometimes more, and sometinfes 
less, without a word being said to you: at the 
end of thb time you are led before the judges, 
•who with a terrible look ask you why you are 
there ? it is natural to answer, you know not. 
They say no more to you, but send you back 
again to this dismal bole, wherein you every 
.day suffer a greater punishment than death 
itself; yet you are not suffered to die there, 
but remain many times a year in this condi- 
tion. At the end of this time you are brought 
again before the same judges, or before others, 
for t^ey change, ^ and go into several coun* 
tries : these demand of you again, why you 
are detained? you answer, that you have been 
apprehended j but you know not for what 
You are sent again into your dungeon without 
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any more words. In short, sometimes you 
pass over your whole life there." And de- 
manding of her,, if it were the custom for a 
person to accuse himself, she answered, ^^ that, 
as to some persons, it was the best and shortest 
way ', but tRat the judges held only this courser 
with those against whom they had up certain 
proofs; for commonly, when any on^ accuses 
a person of capital crimes, the accuser gene- , 
rally remains in prison with tlie criminal, and 
this is the reason of their being a little more 
moderate." She related to me the particular 
punishments,, and the whole manner of them, 
with which I will not fill this letter, nothing 
being more dreadful. She^moreover told me^ 
she knew a Jew named Ishmael, .who was put 
into the prison of the inquisition of Seville 
with his father,, who was a Rabbin of tbek 
law. It is four years since they were there; 
when Ishmael, having made a hole,: climbed 
up to the top of the tower, and- making use of 
ropes which he had provided^ be slid down 
the wall with, a great deal of danger;, but 
having got down, he reproached himself for 
having abandoned hi& father. And without 
considering the risk he had ran after more than ' 
one manner^ seeing his father and he were 
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condemned, and were to be led in a few daji 
to Madrid, with* several others, to saiFer there 
the greatest torment; yet this hindered not 
his determination, for he generously climbed 
up the tower, descended into the dungeon, 
drew from thence his father, made him escape 
before him, and got away himself.** I thought 
this actibn very brave, and worthy to be set as 
an example to Christians, iii an age wherein 
the most indispensibie obEgatiy)HS are slighted; 
I continued entertaining myself with" thii 
Spanish wom^^, i^Heri ConSstance, 'on6 of my 
i^om^ir, f^faoni you Show, came to tell ni^ 
With gfeat earnestneis tbfett she niw saw Mdn- 
eieu^ Daiicourt, alrid that if H Was agi-eeabld 
to me, she woiild step out tnd call himL 
This is 3 rich gentleman, \i4iom I knew at 
Paris, a civil man, of good sense, and of 'a 
comely person. I kdew that h^ bad a brother 
at Madrid belonging to Don Juan. of Austria. 
"Having intimated that I should be glad t6 
speak with him, Constance went out in quest 
of him, and brought him to me. After the 
first civilities, and informing myself of the 
uews of my kinswomen whom I believed he 
knew, I asked him concerning his own affairs,^ 
and whether he was coatent with his journey* 
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**Ah^ Madam, speak no more to me of my 
journey," cried he, ** there never was a more 
unfortunate one; and had you come some days 
sootier, you might have seeh me hanged."—* 
** How ? " said I to him, ^ what do you mean by 
this ? " — ^* I mean," said he, " that I had all the' 
fear of it, and that this is the most unpleasant 
.eountry in the world for strangers. But, 
Madam, if you are at leisure, and would Know 
Biore, I will relate to you my adventure."— 
" You will do me a great deal of pleasure," said 
I to him; ** we are here in a place where such & 
relation will much divert us ;"* and he began 
ki this manners— 

** Some a^irs in which I was concerned,, 
aind the desire of seeing a brother who had 
been absent from me some years, obliged me^ 
Madam, to undertake this journey to Madrid. 
I was little acquainted with the customs of that 
place, for I imagined one might go to women 
without difficulty, and that we might play and 
eat with them ; but I was astonished to learn, 
that_every one of them is more retired in her 
house, than a Carthusian in his cell ; and that 
there are persons who have been mutually in' 
love for two or three years, and yet had nevor 
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spoken to one another. Such singular manners 
teemed ridiculous to me, for I spoke freely 
whatever came into my head ; but I treated the 
matter more seriously, when I understood' that 
these women^ who were so closely confined^ 
Wei^e the most amiable women in the world ;. 
that they had such a delicacy^ vivacity, and 
manners, as are no where to be mett with ba^ 
among them; that love always appeared new y 
that no person would change a Spanish womau 
but for another. I was in the greatest despair 
at the difficulties there was to get at them. 
One of my friends^ named Belleville,, who was 
. my companion in my journey, and who is a 
brisk lad, was no less troubled on his side than 
I on mioe. My brother, wl^o feared lest some 
vexatious accident should hefal us, continually 
inculcated into us how jealous husbands are in 
this country great murderers, and that they no 
more valued the killing of a man than a fly^ 
This did not agree very well with two men wha 
were not as yet weary of living. 

'* We went into all parts where we thought 
we might see ladies : we saw some indeed, but 
this did not satisfy us, for all the bows sind 
cringes we made them brought forth nothing t 
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we each of -us returned home every iii^t 
rery weary and disgusted at our fruitless cir-, 
cuits. 

" One night Belleville and I went upon 
some desigi> to the Prado, which is a walk 
adorned with large trees^and several fountains, 
which throw their water a great height, and 
in great gushes it f^lls into basons, from whence 
k runs (when they have a mind) into the courses 
to water them, and so to make them- fresh and 
pleasant. It was the finest • weathei' that 
evening one could wish- After we had got 
out of our coach,, and sent it away, we beg^a 
to walk softly; and having taken a few 
turns, we seated ourselves on the side of one 
of the fountains, and then began to make 
our usual complaints, * Dear Belleville,' said 
I to my friend, * shall we never' be so happy as 
to meet with one of these witty and charming; 
Spanish women, so much boasted of?' — '^Alas,! 
says he, * I desire it too much, but dar^ not 
hope it. Hitherto, we have met with nothing 
but such ug]y creatures, a& run after people to 
fright them ; and who ynder their white veils 
arediore tawny and loathsome than the..Bohei> 
mians; such as these, I swear to you, do not 
please me at all, and notwithstanding^ thek 
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sprightllness^ I cannot cdn^ent to enter into a 
near conversation with them/ 

*^ At the very instant these words were oat 
of his moutbi we espied .coining out of a dobr^ 
hard by, twb wcAnen : they had left off their 
upper garments^ which were always very plain f ^ 
and when they opened their mantuas^ the light 
of the moon made the glory of their gold and 
' precious stones appear. * As God is true/ 
cries out Belleville, * here is at least two feiries/ 
— -• N'ay/ said I, * let us be juster, arid think 
them no other than two angels.' When they 
came near us, we stood up, and made them the 
lowest bbw that ever we made in our lives^ 
They passefl by hs softly, and with those little 
apish £ricks whicli become the Spaniards sd 
wiell. They looked at us,' first with one eye, 
antl then with the other. They walked on a 
little : we y^ere in pain what to think, whether 
they would return back the same way, or 
whether' We should follow themj hut while 
we werfe Meliberating, we perceived them to 
Approach us. When they' were near us, they 
stood still, when one of them began to speak; 
and ask^d tis, * Jf we could speak l^pauish : I 
see by your tahiits,' sard she, * thaVybu are 
strangeAj^ut pray teU me of Vhat country 
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you are/ We told her we ware, f re&ckmen^ 
add that we spc^e Spanish bad enough, but 
that we had a great miud to^speak it well ; and 
that, to succeed therein, we were pejrsu^ded 
that we must love a j^^mah woman, and we ' 
heartily wished we might find one that desired^ 
to be beloTed. * The matter is nice,* replied 
the other lady, which bad not yet spoke ; * and 
I should be sorry for her who 'engages in such 
a design, for I have heard that Frenchmen are^ ~ 
not faithful/ — * Oh ! Madam,* says Bellevilley 
* this was some person which had a mind todo^ 
us an ill turn, and put us out of your- good 
opinion ; but it will be easy to wipe off thii^ 
aspersion: though I may soon gii^ my heart 
to a pretty woman, yet I am rery sensible that 
I cannot so easily call it back again/-^^ What l^ 
says she that spoke to me before^ ' d^re youf 
without further consideration, enter inta suck 
an engagement at first sight f I should not 
hare quite so good an opinion of you*' — * Oh f; 
Madam,' cries he, ^ why should we losepreciouf 
time i if it is good to love at all, it is good to 
begin as soon as possible. Hearts that are 
born to love, languish and decay when they 
are not exercised thereih.' — * Your maximd^ 
are fine,' repUedste^ ^but tjiey seem dangerous r 
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it is not only nece^^tary to avoid fdlowing of 
theniy bat even the heariog of them^ and 
then uideed they would have been gone, but 
we begged them with great earnestness^ to 
terry a few mometits longer in the Prado. We 
said all the pretty things to them both, which 
ni%ht oblige thena to dkcoyer thems^es,^ and 
give u» the satiftfaction of seeing theoa without 
their veils. Our conversation was very brisk, 
and pleasant enough y they had abimdauce of 
wit; and as they knew how to manage all 
their advantages, so, without affectation, they 
showed us theif hands, as they had occasioQ 
to mend the sitting of their head-dresses, and 
they were whiter than snowr Notwithstand* 
ing their seeming care to hide themselves, yet 
we saw enough to observe their delicate com- 
plexion, their lively eyes, and their features 
very regular. You may be sure we left them 
as kte as we coi^ld, and that we conjured them 
to make that walk happy sometimes with their 
presence, or else give us leave to wait on them . 
at their house. They agreed ^o nothing ; aud, 
. indeed, we were several times after that at 
the Prado, and nea^^ that fountain, where we 
first saw them, withouj; beijig able tOipefceive 
them.,; / Here is a deal of time lost,' said we. 
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^ Wbat must we do to pass our time in this great 
wunt of employ meiit, for we muist renounce the 
thoughts of ladiesy^ whose access is so- difficult 
to obtain ^' This wab our resolution ; hut it 
held not long;, for scarcely had. we made it, 
but wesaw come out of thesaise house tlie two 
incognitas. We drew near them^ full of re* 
spect ; and our civil carriage did not displease 
them. Belleville took the shortest by the hand, 
and I the tallest* I endeavoured to persuade 
her with what impatience I expected her. I 
blamed her a little, at which she seemed some* 
what concerned >; but taking more coucage, i 
discoui^sed to her of the thoughts she had in* 
spired me with^ and assured her that it was in 
her power to engage me for my whole life^ 
She seemed extreme careful not ta give the 
least mark of favour. At length, amongst 
other things, she told me, * That she wa» 
heiress to a great estate,, and that her name , 
was Ines -, that her &ther was a knight of the . 
order of St. James> and was a man. of great 
quality; that she which was with her, was 
called Isabella, and that they were cousinsJ 
All these particulars pleased me wd>, finding 
her a person of birth, and therein my vanity 
flattered. At parting, I begged of. her to give 
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ttie liberty to come to see her. ^ What yon 
desire x>f me/ sayg she, * is the cnstom of your 
country ; atfd if I were there, 1 wonld please 
myself to obsen^e itr but we have diflfer«it 
customs ^ere ; and though I do not conceive 
any crime in what you ask me, yet I am 
obliged to observe certain rules of decency,, 
which by no' means I will transgress^ I will 
contrive some other way to see you^ and of 
this, depend upon me, and do not take it ill, 
that I. refuse you a thing, which is not in my 
power to grant. Adieu,' contiiHied ^e, * I 
will tl»nk of what you desire, and will let you; 
know what lean do.* I kissed h^r4uind, and 
' so withdrew, extremely touched with her man^ 
-ner, as well as with her wit and her prudence. 
** As soon as Lwas alone wkh Belleville, I 
asVed bm^ if he was pleased with the conver* 
aatioa he had eq|by ed» He answered me, * lliat 
he had great cause to be so, and that Isabella 
seemed to be of a sweet and amiable 'dispo- 
•itfen.*— * Yon are very happy,' said I, * to 
baTe found so much kindliess already. IneS 
gives me no room to hope for any. She is of 
^ gay humoor, and turns every thing I say to * 
her into jest, and P despair ever . to make her 
flerioos.^ Some days passed^ before we either 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



saiw or heard ftom tbem*. But one fh6iiimg as^ 
I was at mass, an old wowBtij hid mier kyeW, 
canae up, and preiten^d me a biUet, in which f 
read these words ; — 

« < You appear tocfaniiaUe to metosee yoti 
often ; and I must needs confess, that I a little 
mistrust my own heart: if your's is- troly- 
touehed for me, marriage must he thought on; 
1 have told ybu that I am rich, and I hare told 
you the truth : that part which I Offer you, is 
not inconvenient to take : but consider of it^ 
and in the evening I Shall be oti the banks of 
Mansaliarez, where you ihay -let cse know you# 
thoughts.' 

^' As the plaice where I was did not allow ^ 
xne to ^rke her an >answeri so I eontented 
myself ^o note only on my table-b<»oiL 'thebcr 
lin^s : — 

>* * You have power to mefec fli^' tifko #faef€ 
journey you please. I am very seiMibie,' that 
I love you too well to be at ease, aa^-that I 
have ifMre eause tosusp^ci liiyown weakness^ 
than /ou ha^e to be afraid ti your's : howevei^ 
I shall be at Man^niurez, being resOlred to 
obey ycKL inirhatever yoit eoflmandine*' 
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*• I gave my table book to this honest mes* 
•senger (at Least she seemed to be so)^ but she 
stole off the plates aad clasps before she de-^ 
. livered it. I desired Belleville to- let me go. 
aloQe to this assignation. He told me he was 
very glad of it, for Isabella bad given him 
notic^i that she * desired to speak with 
him, alone at the Florid. It was witk impa- 
tience that we waited for the appointed 
hour; and then we quitted each other, after 
having wished our- selves gpod success in oup 
adventure*. 

'^ As soon as I came to the liver-side, I 
carefully looked- at all the coaches which passed 
by, but it was hard for me to discover any 
thing, because they had double curtains drawn. 
But at last there came one and stopped, and 
I perceived some women in it, who gave me 
a sign to approach. There was Ines,. who was 
morje concealed than usual,, and I could not 
know her but by her voice. ^ How Indus* 
triously you. hide yourself^' said I to her ; ^do 
you think, Madam, that the thoughts>.of not 
being, able to see you,, and the violent desires 
I have for it, are not enough takill me with 
grief?'— *. If you will come along^ witb me,! 
says she, * you shall see me; but for the 
jpresent I must hood- wink you.'— »*^ To be free 
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with you/ said I to her, ' till dow, you have 
appeared very amiable to me ; but this n^yste* 
rious carriage, which serves to no end^ but to 
make me suffer, is troublesome^ If I am so 
unhappy as to be thought by you an unfaithfid 
man, you oueht not at all to trust me; but if, 
on the contrary, I am in your good opinion, 
you ought to declare it,, by a more ingenuous 
proceeding/ — Interrupting me^ says she, 
^ You ought to be persuaded, that I have 
strong reasons for what I do, since, notwith*^ 
standing what you have now told me, I alter 
not my resolution. The thing however is at 
your choice; but for my own part, I will not 
let you come into my coach^ but upon that 
condition.' As the Spaniards are naturally ob« 
stinate, I rather chose to suffer my eyes tabe 
covered than to break off with her. I must 
needs own, that these appearances of good 
fortune had 6Ued me with some sort of vanity, 
and I fancied myself with some Princess, who 
for the present bad no mind I should know 
her, but afterwards, that I shoukl find her, one 
of the most perfect and richest women of Spain^ 
This conceit hindered me from any longer 
opposing her will. I tol4 her, I submitted tQ 
her to be hood-wioked^ and eventobe bliadedt 
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by ber^ if she could please herself in the ac» 
tioD. She tied a handkerchief about my head 
so hard, that at first she put me in great pain* 
I<8at doivn by her; it was now dark-— * I knew 
not whither we were goings for I gave myself 
up entirely into her power. 

" She had with her two other women. The 
coach moved so slow, that I believe we passed 
through most of the streets of Madrid. She 

. entertained me with such witty discourse, that 
I had no occasion to think the time ot way 
long; and I was even charmed with hearing 
her, when our unlucky coach, which was but 
a mean one, run upon another^ and all on a 
sudden was overturned. And we happened 
to fall in a place cidled the Mareei, which h 

, one of the largest and dirtiest ditches, in the 
city. I was 'never so vexed in my life: the 
three ladies fell upon me-^they almost sdfled 
me ^^ and I waa even deaf with their noise.^ 
Having my eyes bound and my bead turned 
about after a strange fashion^ I could not have 
my share of making a noise, without swallow-^ 
ing ^ great deal of this stinking water. I then 
began to make some reflexions on the unlucky 
h6uri of a man's life; and though I dearly 
loved Ines, yet I found that 1 loved myself 
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more) and wished I had neyet seen her. I 
cannot positively tell how things {^a43sed^ bat I 
Found myself delivered from that heavy weight 
wbkh so oppressed me; and whenby the betp 
~ of some people which drew me oat, I got; 
upon my legs, I could neither see Ines nor 
her companions. The people which stood 
about me, laughed lilce so many fools, to see 
me hood-winked, and so covered with this 
black water, . that 1 looked as if I had come 
out of an ink- tab. I asked the coachman 
where bis mistress was. He told me the lady 
with whom I wdsy was. none of his mistress,, 
lind that she went away cursiilg of xhe ; that 
the was very dirty; that he k«ew her not| 
md that. she poly, said to bm^ at going away^ 
that I must. pay him. ^Aiidprky,^8aid'I, ^ where 
did yoQ take her up V -He wswer^ me, ' At the 
gate caiUed Delcalcas Reaies; and that au old 
woman, came far him, and brought him to that 
place, where he took her up^' For my monef 
I got him |0 carry me home. ' I expected 
B«^vill6 with a mixture of impatience and 
grief: it wa^ late before be came home; ai^i 
he was extremely well Satisfied with Isabella^ 
in whom he found abundance of gdod txatutej. 
and aaiafiuite deal of wit. 
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'^ I related to him my adventure, and he- 
could not but laugh heartily at it ; and as he 
was filled, with an extraordinary joy, so he 
told me a hundred pleasant stories^ which put 
me indeed" into a very bad humour. It wa» 
day-light before we went to bed ; and I bad 
not got up, but to take a walk with him in 
the Prada As we were walking along/ by 
some very low windows, I heard Ines cry out 
to me, 'Cavellero, go not so fast — it is at 
least proper to ask you how you do a^er your 
fall last night* Advancing to the windovr^ 
* Pray,* said I to her, ' what became of you, 
£air Ines } was it not misfortune enough — but I 
must lose you too?*^' You had not lost me,' 
replied she, * but tha^ a^lady, who. was my 
relation, passing by at that moment,, knew my 
voice, and I was obliged against my mind 
to go. with her in her coacb^ for I was un- 
willing she should see us together.' Though 
the coachman told me ano^er stoiy, yet I 
durst not e^aipin^ aioy further into the nsatter, 
for fear of making hec uneasy; and with great 
earnestness asked her^ when I shoqld haye aa 
opportunity, without any restraint, to let bee 
know what a great passion and respect I had 
for her. * It shall be very qjiickly,* says she^ 
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* for J now begin to think you love me; byt 
jet time must confirm me in this opinion.'-^ 

* O ! you are very cruel/ said I, * add must 
have very little love for me, thus to defer 
what I so earnestly beg.' — * Speak the truth 
freely,* says she, ^and tell me whether you will 
mairy me ? * — * Yes,* said I, * if you will, I will * 
marry you, notwithstanding I never yet had a 
full view of you, nor have had the happiness 
to know you/ — * I am rich,* says she, * and I 
am of birth ; and they tell me, I have some 
personal merits.' — I replied, * You have all 
the accomplishments which please me, beyond 
any person in the world: your wit hath much 
x^harmed me, butyou make me often despair, 
and I had much rather ^choose to die at once, 
than suffer what I do.' — She fell a laughing; 
and after that, there were few evenings that 
we did not converse together, either at the 
Prado, or at Mansanarez, or else at some 
house unknown to me, whither I was con- 
ducted. I must confess I never went into the 
chamber with her, and I only talked to her 
through the grates of the window, where for 
four hours together I used to make the most 
impertinent figure in the world. To speak 
freely^ one! must live in Spain to be able to 
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endiiire such ways wid ouafeosis — but y:et realty 
JJpved' la^: I ^bsorvied in bet soamethSmg 
asaart mid taking, whicb raqpdsed and af- 
fected me. 

<< One time I met her in a garden, wheoe 
she bad appointed me to be, and where she 
(Shewed aie more kiadoe^s than she uaedtodo. 
.When she s/kw it begin to be dark, sbe de^ed 
me to be gone-— I unwillingly obeyed bier; 
and as I weut along a narrow street, I per- 
ceived three jnen Jwith sword in hand s^t upon 
lOne single man, who, defended hiniself va- 
liantly. I could not endure to see so- unequal 
ia match, and I ran to second him.; but just as 
I oame up to him, they made a pass at him, 
and he fell upon me like a dead man. These 
:murderersTaii away as Inst as they cptild, . and 
:by this time the noise bad drawa out a great 
many people^ who -seeing me with my sword 
in hand, made no. question that I was one of 
4he criminals. They, pvepared to seize me; 
'but perceiving, their ill intentions, I thought 
•it was better to provide for my safety by flight, 
than to trust my innocence. I was closely 
piursued^ and ti^hich way soever I took, stiil 
they met with me. 

^' In this distress, J bad .a{;limpsd of a door 
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half open — I glipt into it without any body^s 
seeing ; and groping along I caoie at last into 
a veiy dark hall-—! perceived light through a 
door — I <x>uld not tell whether it wa» best to 
open it, nor what I should say, if there were 
people in it I considered with myself, that 
I had the appearance of one afiirighted, and 
that I should be taken for a man that came from 
doing soDQie bad action, and sought for tm op« 
^ortunity to do another. I deHhecated along 
time^ and listened with great attention to bear 
somebody talk; but hearing none, I at last 
ventured, and sofdy opened the door, and saw 
no one. I nimbly looked about where to hide 
myself; and perceiving the hangings stuck out 
in some places, I got behind them in a. little 
corner. I had been there but a very little 
while, when I -espied coming in, Ines and 
Isabella. I cannot es^press to you,^ Madam, 
what a pleasant amazement I was in, to find 
myself in tny mistress's house. I no ways 
doubted, that Fortune favoured my des^ ; I 
was ip no fear of those :who might setufcb after 
me ; and as I wasevep ready. to go and throw ^ 
myself down at her feet, I heard Isabella be* 
gin to ^liscourse. Says she, ' What hast thou 
been doing to day, dear Ines? hast .thou seen 
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Daucourt ?* --^ * Yes,' says Ines, * I have seed 
iiiai, and I have reason to believe he loves me 
desperately, unless all my rules deceive me : 
he talks very seriously of marrying me ; but 
that which perplexes me, is, tfaathe will first 
see and know me.' — ^ And hew is it possible 
for you to deny either the one or the other ?* 
replies Isabella. — * No, I do not pretend to 
do it,' answered Ines; ^only I will take the 
most favourable opportunity -^^I fancy I shall 
not think it cunning to set myself in a full 
light, and all the curtains open— no, • I intend 
they shall be close drawn, and Aat the wiif* 
dows shall only let in some glimmering rays 
of the sun, which shall serve to set me ofF. 
As to ray birth, I have got my pedigree au- 
thentically drawn, which cost me nothing but 
a little old parchment gnawed by the mice; 
and as to ready money, you know my old 
lover, honest Don Diego, '.will' furnish me. 
When Daucourt has told and received, he will 
little think that there are thieves appointed to 
take it away from him upon our very wedding- 
night. I have this day taken very good lodg- 
ings, ready furnished ; so you must allow I 
have neglected nothing which might contri- 
bute to the success of a business so advan- 
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ttgeoQS to me, and which I so much desire.* 
•—Says Isabella, < Your precautions seem, 
very wise ; but yet I fear the discovery of the 
intrigue/ — * Put,'i says Ines, * prithee my 
dear, what do you do?*-* * As to marriage, I 
make but a small progress,' say^ Isabella ; ^ but. 
to speak truth, that is not my design : I find 
Belleville an honest man — I am sensible that 
I love him — I only desire the possession of 
bis heart -^ and I fancy I should be sorry if he 
would marry me/ — ^ You are of an odd sort 
of a temper,* says Ines ; ^ you love him ; your 
fortune is none of the greatest ; you might be 
happy with him ; and yet you durst not desire 
to be his wife.' — * But pray,' says Isabella, 
* who told you that I should be happy with 
him? Love is so inconstant a thing, that 
hardly the first moments of marriage are 
pleasant I tell you, Love must have some- 
thing continually to provoke and force it: 
novelty is a grateful dish to it ; and how is it 
possible for a wife always to be new ?' — * And 
how can a mistress either,' cries Ines, ^ be so ? 
Go, Isabella, thy modish maxims are not rea- 
sonable*' — * Neither,' says Isabella, *, can I 
like ihat which you design ; and if you would 
take my advice, you should consider your own 
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itge; fbr to speak freely, ydQ are oM^ Ycry oicL 
Is it just for one of sixty ye^rs tb pmt a cheat 
upon a man of thiny } He mil be ensaged at 
ypo, he wiH icertaiuly forsab^ jovt, or rise lie 
drill break yoof bon^s; nay, it may hs^ifyeivtkat 
he wiU knock your brains oat before be leaves 
you.* . Ines was of a quick apprehension and 
brisk *f and thmkktg it heinous that. Isabella 
sbovld reproach her with ber age, immediately 
gfave her a violent box on the ear. The other, 
who was of as hasty a nature, returned heirtwa 
Ines lent her a dozen good cuflb with her fist, 
which were speedily repaid; so that my two 
female conapanions entered the fiield of Mars. 
The combat was so extreme pleasant betweoi 
them, that I almost broke n^ sides with lai^h- 
ing in my iittle holey and had m«ch ado to 
binder myself {rem breaking out «k>ud ;. fat 
you may easily believe, Madam, that I faai 
very little conceifn for either of them, after the 
txicfc which I understood was to be put upcnx 
aae with so much malice, and when I must 
nceessarily look upon Ines as a ecxsiiMin jilt. 
Isabella, who knew aU the weak {daces ^ her 
enemy, took her opportunities; and being 
both younger and stronger, tore off her head- 
dressy and left her aO; bald; In my whole life' 
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t was nerer tnofe mirprUecl> tlum to see tha 
Iiair ftU off, which before appeared so lovely 
to me, and which I thonf^t had been her own^ 
But this was nothing to i^bat followed, fo^wifh 
one blow of her fist she not only made se« 
reral of h^r teeth leap out of her mouth, but 
also two little cor|c plumpers, which served to 
fill out bef hdlow^ws; and here the affray 
ended, for their chamber-inaids, who had heard 
the noise of the skirmish, run in, and with much 
difficulty parted the^. They made u^ of th^ 
bitterest expressions one against the other; 
suid even threatened to reveal to the inquisition 
most terrible crimes, with which they re* 
preached each othar. ^ 

'^ Ines finding herself with her chamber- 
maid only, looked at herself a long time in a 
great glass, and protested that there was no-> 
thing so injurious, which she had not said to 
Isabella, that she might be revenged of her 
for the abuses she had received fi-om her. At 
last she sat down, and rested herself a while. 
A little table was brought and set before her, 
and upon it she lays an artificial eye, which 
used to fill u^ the place of a' natural one- she 
wanted. Afterwards, she took firom off her 
&ce as much white and red colour, as, without^ 
N 2 
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rotnandngy would have covered a mask* ' It 
^ould be hard to describe to you. Madam, the 
extraordiaary ugliness of this woman, who tHl 
now had appeared to me very pretty. I 
nibbed ray eyes, and was like a man that could 
not tell whether he dated, or had some idle 
dream. To be sh^, she undressed herself, 
and was almost naked ; and here 1 shall for- 
bear representing to you this frightful carcase; 
but certainly love never met with a better cure. 
In all those parts where other folks are fat and 
plump, she was lean and hdlow; she looked 
perfectly like a skeleton, which by some se- 
cret spring was made to move about the room. 
She was in a gown with a white mantle upon 
her shoulders, her bead bald, and her arras ap- 
peared extreme little, and lean. -'She be-: 
thought herself, ihat in the scufEe her pearl 
bracelets broke : she had a mind to gather them 
up, but had enough to do to find them/ Her 
chambermaid came to help her : they counted, 
them, and found they had all but two, which 
were well XJursed iFor my sake. Ines swore by 
St. James, patron of Spain, that she would not. 
go to bed till she bad tbuud them : her maid 
and she looked in every corner and hole, re- 
moving the tables, tumbling the chsdrs, and 
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tlirowmg this way and that way every thing 
they came near, for Ines was in a very ill 
Immour. As I saw her make towards my 
comer, fear of being discovered by such a 
fury made me lie a9 close as was possible ; but 
unluckily, as I drew back, I threw down se- 
yerftl bottles which stood there upon shclvesy 
and these made a great noise. Ines believing 
k w^ the cat which had done this mischief, 
with all. her might cried out,, GaiOy gato; that 
is Cat, cat ; and lifting up the hangings to* cha$« 
%\se the cat, with an amazement and rage which, 
almost struck her dead upon the floor as soon 
as she saw me,, she fell violently upon me, and 
pulled the hair off my head;, she reviled me 
irehemently; was like one mad^ the veins of 
her neck were so swelled^, and the wrinkles 
of her face wefe so frightful, that I thought I 
taw the head of Medusa \ and in this my grea^ 
terror I was thinking of my escape, when on a 
audden I heard a. strange noise upon the^stair^ 
which gave me a fresh alarm : but Ines left me^ 
and run down to' know what was the mattery 
and by that time the whole house was filled 
with cries and weeping. The officers of jus* 
tjce, who bad found this young man (pf whoca 
I told yon^ before^ Madam) lying upon the 
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ground, and wu tliexeaflOQ wky I iifss so hottf 
pursued^ afiter some diligent search fotmdtha;t 
be was the son of a kdy who lived in the same 
house. They brought him thus with his body 
all wounded and bloody, at which sad sight she 
fell into a desperate condition ; and as I had 
told Ines something of my adventure^ that I 
might give her some sattsfactiqpi why I came 
into her chamber, so this lean hag would not 
keep my secret, bat to be rereuged on me for 
having discovered her crafty tricks, wasre^- 
solved U> inform against me. *■ I b^ve the 
murderer in my pawer^* cries she; ^ come, 
eome along with me, and I will deliver him up 
So you.* She opened her chsftnbev^daor im** 
Itoediately; and befaig fbfbwed tvjr a ttoc^ of 
Htquaxib, that is t6 say, seijeaMt^s or baUiffij 
delivered me up to them wkk all the necessai^ 
evidence for my speedy trial. Says she, * ! 
saw die wreteh with his naked sword all blobdy 
with the wounds be cajoie frofti giving y he ran 
into my chamber tasave himself; aiid threat- 
ened me with death if I would not Conceal him.^ 
Whatever. I could say ia justification of my* 
self was all in vatn» they woold not sa much 
m hear me: they hound my hands with cords, 
an'd so Uid .m^ tO: prison as. a wretAfafid mqle*^ 
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fibctor ; whilst good Ities, and the moCh^ and 
.fUter of tb^ wounded, loaded me with blowf 
and curses* They caused oie to bB put in it^ 
holey where I remained sevend day9, without 
baying, the liberty to give notice to my bfiotfacr 
or my friends t)f what hfid passed : tb^y were 
vader great uneasiness about me» ocMicIudtng 
fi>r certain thai I w^ . mnrdered in? some 
Corner of a street, orielseat^ome of 'my nights 
intrigues* 

*< At las^y BellieyHley whp^ still contimied ta 
tee Isabella,, acquainted b^ with bis concern^ 
and begged her to assist him in discovering, at 
leasts what they had done with my body : she 
was so indiistrixms to get informatbn about i^. 
ibat Ines'fl^ chambexmaid, who had been used: 
HI enough by her mbtress, told her the wholes 
lecret of the* history, although' her good laJ^ 
bad strictly focbid hen 

*^ Upon this news,, my brother ran to beg 
tiie King to have pity on ine, and to conmiaiid 
them to remoire me oat x>t that hole, wfaic^ 
seemed mooe like hdl than a prisoA**««-i 
tsrooned away when I saw light -^ I wksso 
wasted and weak, tnat I frighted folks, but ytii 
It;ould not oomeoutof prison for sometime, biN 
cause of son^e fermalitiea; and I leav# yoa^in 
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'think, Madaib, what I meditated against the 
perfidious Ines ; but yet I know not whether, 
ever I should be in^ a condkion to put in 
execution all the projects of my just revenge, 
for the gentlemao who was wounded continued 
rery ill, and bis Hfe despaired of. Mine de<- 
peoded upon a tickli^ point; so that I put up 
most ardent prayers for him; and in such a 
melancholy uncertainty I passed a great many 
hours: but my brother, who was persuaded 
of' my innocence, omitted nothing for the 
discovery of the authors of this murderous 
act* At last, be understood that this young 
and wounded cavallero' had a rival ; and he 
niade so* diligent a' search and examination, 
that he was very welF satisfied the blow came 
from thence. He was- so fortunate as to gel 
Umt apprehended, and this man ifreely owned 
the fact, which acquitte4 me. I was there- 
fore set at liberty,' and I c<:mceived' so m'lich 
Joy at it that I was sick' for several days after; 
or rather, perhaps, it was an effect of that un- 
wholesome air which I received in the prison. 
..".In the meanwhile, wicked ines, who to 
b0 sure was not much at ease^ for .fear of 
what might happen upon her serving me such 
^'pkasaxU .^ick; having, notice that I was set 
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free, and in a condition to reward her according 
to her merits, packed up her baggage, and 
one night prirately went off, and no one knew ' 
where she was gone; so that when wcf wanted 
her, in ordierto-make her an example to all the 
cheating jilts, we were disappointed. But I, 
was easily satisfied, because naturally Ldo not 
love to do any hurt to women* But lest she 
might play me some other, pranks, I left 
. Madrid, that I might also avoid those of Spain. 
I . am now returning intp France, Madam, 
where I shall be very glad to carry your com*- 
inands, if you will do me so great an honour v> 
lay them upon me." 

Though I was somewhat troubled at what 
happened to this gentleman, yet I could not 
forbear laughing at some circumstances of this 
adventure; and I am willing to believe, dear ' 
<}ousin> that you- will not^ be displeased, that^ 
I: make you partake with me. I shall write to 
yx>u no more till I come to Madrid, where I 
promise myself to see things far more worthy 
of your notice, than hitherto Lhave been^aUe: 
to acquaint you., 

Frim St,4ugustin^. 
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I W0ULi> noty if yott please, dear eotftoi^ 
have you angjry, that I did not wnte to yott 
as soon as I arrived at Madrid : I thought it 
was better to tarry tfll I was m a ccxidition to 
tell you something mc^e exactly and ctiriotis. 
I knew that iny kinswomen Were to go before 
me, as far as Alconendas, which is- abotot six 
leagues distance from Maddd. Aa she was* 
jK)t yet come, and 1 had a mind %o stay f<^ 
her, Don Frederic de Cardcmne proposed to 
Ine an invitation to dine at a very ftne house, 
the master of it being his particular acquaint- 
ance ; so that instead of going inta this little 
village, we crpssed by it, and ttirough a very 
pleasant walk came to the^b^ou^e of Don An*- 
gustin Pacheco. This gentleman is ancient^ 
and yet he is lately married to Donna TTie- 
resa de Figueroa : it is his thkd wife, and die 
is but seventeen years of age ; but of such to 
agreeable disposition, and so very ingenious, 
that we were perfectly charmed with her wit 
and her person : it was then ten o^clok^k when 
we got there. The Spaniards aire naturally 
la»y, and jove to rise^late; and these two 
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y/me yet iq bed* Her hiM^9kd gl^ve nfi snobr 
9L iw^ sai4 cif U recei^oo> •• su£<»i«Mly 
lestified 1k>I¥ mu^ }»# wm pl?«09(i tb»t vve 
moie t0 see hm. He walked )n^ bU g»rd«iifi^ 
wbofe exftctne#» U fwr sij^i^efiof iii ei^ry Hmg 
no.Qxxrtu I accompanied turn witboui^ delny) 
for tbe weather woa very iaviting» and tbe 
%n$e9 ia ibia couDtry are as forward in tbe 
jnontb o^Mai^b, as tbey are to Craoce at tbe 
)elter ead of J^ne. Indeed^. tbi3 is tbe nie^t' 
ebarmiDg see^on for tbe enjpyeient of wbafc. 
ebey call h pnim v^ai tbat is to say^ the 
beginning, of tbe sfupiiig; for when the si^^ 
begina to ba¥e im^e force and beat» ki- 
aeorcbes and withers the leayes, as if tb^ 
bed paMedtbrangb flamed* Tbeae gnrdeee of 
iirbicb ] speak, ive^e adorned with bowlingip 
greensy. fountains^ and statues ; and Dfm Au** 
gnstin^was not backward in showing us all the 
mrities. He is much . delighted with them^. 
end 'values not what money he spends on^ 
Ibeai, for he in very rich. He led. us. into a. 
gaUery, where there were divers tables of^. 
eedar wood,, set full of books* He imine« 
^tely led us up to the biggest of them^, 
•nd lold us, they contained an inestimable 
»^. end that there was a coUeetioil of : 
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the hentoi s^hbH. << Formerly/' said he, 
^^ Tirtuens persoos could ^ not think- fit to ge 
to plays; there, wte nothing to be seen but 
eiotions which were immodest; they heard 
discourses that were offensive; the aefors 
trtade modest people ashatined; there, vice 
was flattered, and virtne condemned; the 
icenes became bloody with combats; the 
weakest were always oppressed by the strMig^^ 
est, and custom gave contmnauce to crimes^ 
Sut since Lopes de Vega hath so successfully 
kiboured to reform the Spanish dieatre, there 
is now nothing suffered contravy to good 
manners^ The favooriti?, the footman, and 
the ploughman, without dfsgnbe, keeping to 
their native simplicity, and making that ple»« 
spnt by an Ingenioas turn, find the; secvets ta 
eure our Princes^ and even our Kiags, of that 
common disease to:heair truth, wben the^own 
faults are represented. It was he thai gave 
rales to attain these heights, and who taoj^ 
them to divide their plays into^ three Jdrmcfiotf, 
or acts. Since his time, we have seen floi^ 
rish the . Montalvanes, , the . Mendossas, the 
Bojas Alarcones, cbe Veles, the^ Mira de 
idescuas,' the Coellos, and the Viliaizanesw 
But, above all, Don Pedro Calderone ex* 
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4^elle<ly as to the serious and gts¥e part ; an6i 
eren in th& comic part be surpassed all* those 
•ihali went before him.** 

I could not foHlear telling Mini' ftat at 
•Victoria 1 saw a play, which to me se^meci 
bad enough ; and if t might speak my judgis^ 
•ment freely, I wouki not have them mter^^ 
mix with holy tri^edies (which require great 
respect, and according to their subjieetis 
should bewort^ily managed) any idle or silfy 
jests. He replied, ^ Tbat^ by what I^ had 
said to him, he knew the genius of my eoun* 
try ; that he had seldom obserired the French 
to like what the Spaniards didf'^ and as dm 
though carried himt to some <Mspleasihg i«^ 
tftcxiobs, 1 assured him> thab natnraUy' we 
•have no antipadiy for any nation; that- A^ 
•eveirltheughi ouradves obliged* to- do jii«tio4 
'to ouf..eiieraiiefis«; and aa^^o- plays,' though ^I 
had yet foriind ncme to my fancy, it did ndt 
i[Jlew bat 'that there mi^ (be others, much. 
4p«lte^ and mor^ agreeable, to .mel i The inam- 
Jk&R ofmy, talkmg tA.hioii aJliHle comfHiseil 
^him ;^' so that he/ desired me lao gd iatof his 
r^ife'a a^iiantaent^ vAkich was. at the eild of 
"•ftbe/gaHery*. ; 
. Doiki Fewand de: Toledo^, and Ike tiiiee 

N 
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aot tbe Mstom 'in 8pwi f<»! mei^ to go iiil#^ 
women's chambera wUjle tb^jc aro in lue^r 
#Tea a biother tes iHit tbii piiyil^igf^. iiidess 
jbi» mtoK be $i^ I>pmm Tb»i9es» le^eived: 
jne io as^ jdud and obtigipg a niaQimv ^ ^^ w^ 
Jiad been ever ao long mqminte^^ And tiUa 
MUflU bd eoirfes8ed»> in pmte of tim SfMuai^d% 
that notbitig. of Aat sort o£ faitiUiarity m^iob 
«omes* fiom wani of edooation,. or Iran a> 
neao one^ a(){>eBfi in tbek enleftaiiuneitts f 
lar with great eiTJUtefr and eam^aHiesa diej 
lite veiy careftd to pay mha/b. they owe tc^ 
lOtberSy and; at die sane tkare da Bot fergot. 
^riiat* is dike io themsehys.. fihe was in bed 
^WthoiAt miiyi^coife or eoiai^ti^. heat bale was 
farted in rbe middle other ttedmd^. tied he- 
Jdndwith asfibbon^. imd^ategiled ^^wiih cao» 
nation^olouned toffoty $ her eksmim waa veiy: 
Ane, and qC so ."^tta^htrgeness^ tintii looked 
JUu9 a. sufpUee:; .the sleeps wese ag Ug; asN 
«lleaV caid hmtoaed at the hand» with dia- 
teanda;; instead of tiarvow. point at* the neak 
«idJMid% she^hadv her^a ^^ougfal with, bhie 
«nd as^fav^aoloufed: silk in %iwe«s ;. her tofttg^ 
were of white taffety pinked ; she'liad sevevd 
liMbpiibik.tied^nihittb(^, aadtltetted. 
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jU of floweni 9f poiaii 4e. Spwi ia i»ilk ^d 
gpld^ wbuih looked ¥ery ptetty ; b«i? bedstead 
'iras ell^ 4^ ec^sper, g^t^ wUb Ikt^le 'Mle KiS 
iirory end ^bonj ; the bead Qlit ^fm edorned 
witb fimr fow&o£^i)eU; oc|iper beUbtew^ imnty 
Wf^ wTongb^ 

She askedr^bie ke^ve t&aasei hut wbta. she* 
came to ptit on bet. steekinga and aboes^ abe^ 
exuied the key tobe talcea out of the door^ 
slid (hat to \^ bdited^ I iaqmuid the reasons 
i0S lAm barricadfaigr she told xBe^ ^^ That flbe 
^ Hcaew there was some Spuiish geotiemen witbi 
ne^ and that she bad.oathexr lose bar life ibinf. 
tfacry lahbaid sde beffc feet^'' i Ji»)ker0at i^lb^^ 
ilttti|^bMar^ and^ begged of ibe^ to fet use sder* 
-theiii $ for I edidd. no^ ^iqpprebend that die* 
^ng vrasi <tf: iftoil: momeot.. itiis^itrae^ klde^pd^, 
tbat i«r dieto smathiebs ^^y we" sometibdng: 
etiaruOKdfnopyf for I baine seen, ^^oen of siIb. 
^escrs <^diktt^» ss- large*. ^ eoen^«»she^«wa 
up^ she took a little eeptfiitt ^ cM^paiiit^atitL 
^kb a;jg(DO(l' lai<ge 'jieiieil she laid ii an,, not 
mfly bpcb^hxir dieeks^ hev cbto>. imdeir h«r 
iMse^.tAne^e herejre-brows^ and the edj^a- rf: 
h^ears^ but blie ilso daab^ the ineide 61 
^her b^ndsy b&t 4iige«% a^li#r a kMtW ^ 
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She told me^ **That etpevy night ^at going to 
hedf and erery morning at rising, they lud 
this colour on ; that she did not paint ; and 
that shb was willing enough tp leaVe the use 
of this ped> but that it was^ such a general 
custom, that it eotdd- not;be«x]n8pensed with/; 
for let one be of ever so fresh a colour, they 
would look pale and- sickly when th^ were 
Bear others, if they did not iiseitL** 

One of her womea perfumed her from head 
to foot widi excellent pastiils,. the smc^e 
^whereof she made ascend, to her: anotb^ 
look orange-flower-^water in. her mouth, and. 
dexterously througlL her/tee^ she sprinkled it 
like raintupoB her'; and this they call raussia* 
She told me,* <<That there wab notlnng that 
q>oiled the teeth more than this iort of ^quir&- 
,ing^ but that the watev smeUed bettecfor it*' 
Of tfais^ I doubted,, and! thottghit it: very ugly 
that an old woman, such a» she: was which L 
saw. there, should come and squirt water out 
f of her moath into ntiy face. : . ■ -*■ 

Don Auguatin hatiog known,< by one- of his 
wtfe^s servants,, tbafe' she wasr dressed, did not 
stand upon the custom of tbeeonnkry^ bmt 
led/Doii Eernimd, and the kpigbts^ ihto her 
.cbtini^fsr.. TAt^^oDv^ivlitif^ ym ^o^lopg m 
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cbnbinod, but we divided; for my part, I 
discoursed with Donna Theresa ; and she told 
me, that she was born at Madrid, but was 
brought up at Lisbon with her grandmother, 
who was siister to Don Augustin Pacheco; so 
that her husband was her great uncle; and 
these sort of alliances are often contracted in 
Spain. She talked to me much of the young 
Infanta of Portugal, and boasted mightily of 
her wit ; and told me if I would go into her 
closet, I might judge of her beauty, for she 
bad her picture there. I immediately went, 
arid was surprised, with the charms I observed 
in this Princess.' She had her hair cut lind 
curled like the perriwig of an abbot ; and an 
invention. for preserving xjhildreu from, faliing; 
so big that there were upon it two baskets 
of fiowersy and little vessels cS i medicinal 
earth, of which tbey eat a great deal in Por- 
tugal and Spain, though it is an earth that 
hath little taste. Donna Theresa showed 
me the skin of a serpent, which her hus- 
band killed in the Indies ; and though it Was 
dead, yet I >va8 afraid of it. Those of this 
kind are extremely dangerous ; bat it seems 
as if Providence had taken care to preserve 
Daen frpm then), for these serpents have a 
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thinf like a 1>eU «lKMk ^ir bead, irttdi 
ritig» when they mov^, aod givies sisffickiit 
notice to travellers to secure themtelveB. 

Tbia young lady, who i* a gieat iomr ef 
Portugal dbeoursed to me macb ia itB fttTour. 
She told me, ^< Tb«i the sea, wfaidi €ows op 
ioto the Tagus, renders that river capable to 
bear the greatest galleonsi and the largest diips 
vpoQ the oceaii;: that tbe city of Lisboa 
stands on tbe side of a Uttle faiU, wfaiofa m^ 
seQartbiy descends to the very brinlt of the 
7agtts; so that the houses bmng built one 
above anothei^ are ail seen, at once, and b^^ 
that meaos become a very pleasant prospect. 
The old )«aUs, which tbe Afoars b«dlt abotEt 
in, are* yet standing: there are of them four 
fawnds. built at several times; tbe last may 
be about sik leaguea in circumfereiice, The 
e«it|e» eiiioh^stands. npon a hill,, bath its par- 
licttlar beauties..': in it you see palaces,.Gburdie8i. 
forii£oations, gardens,, amiories,. and streets: 
tbaite is sdvrays a good i^risoDj: with a g<>vemor : 
this foi:lcess' commands the oity, and. firoas 
thenee t^ey may thunder upon it». in case it. 
proves tsebellious. The palace whena the King 
Uvest if not for its strengil)^ is rein«*ked ibr* 
the unifqfmity of its buildings: ev<»y tbiog 
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tfaer^ i» great 1^ pi^^ificeiit; iiae prospeet 
it lias ta the 6«a ha& made th^m take m^ hiucli 
cuioe to. beautify it/' 

She £&cottrsed to me afterwards of tilt 
public .places, ^^ which ate adorned with raultii 
and arches; and of the gieat houses roufi4 
about the Dominicans' convent^ where the iu«f 
quisition isij before the gate of which tbei:e.is 
afottntaiB, with a great many statues of white 
marble, which throw the water Yi^ioiis way s.*^ 
She added, ^f that the fak^i^i Roucio Is kept ott 
the Tuesday. of ex^^ry week,* in a place which 
might be taken fer an amphitheatre, be^aune 
it is envirooed with little hills, ^ upon which 
are-built seyend fine palaoei. There is anothet 
][rhee Gh dm vf idci of the Tagpos, whete th# 
iind^et is ipi^ is»d there one may meet with 
^ery thing whlth^esin be desired, of the beit 
in; its kmd, either inlbwi, fish, fruits, herbs^ 
w palse. '^ The eustem^hottse stands a little 
bighier np, where th^re a^re infinite riches and 
TariiieB, and some fortifiesftkms are latdy madil 
to preserve them. The metropditau church 
is not eminent for any thing but its antiquity r 
it is dedicated to St, Vincent It is pretended 
that after he had sufiered martyrdem, they 
refiisied him burial, and. that thetavens v^atehed. 
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oyer hit body, ifll some ptoo8;per9oi!S came 
Mnd took it 19, and carcied it Co Vakntia^m 
Bpain, to have it wonhiffied; and for this 
reason there are ravens kept in the church; 
and there is a box for them, into which 9XM 
put the ahns to bay thenifood* 

'* Altfaou^ Lbbon/' continued she, ^^ is a 
vecy pleasant place to live in, ye% we dwelt at 
Alcantara. This village is not ahove a qaarter 
of a league from the ciiy 1 thene.is iir it a royal 
bouse, not so fine for its buildings as. for its 
situation: the riviB». supplies, the place of a 
caaaL These yoU' may see admirable gardens^ 
filled with gr6ttos and catjEuraets; also great 
falls, as well as spouts of water. Belem is 
not far from hence : i^ i» the place designed 
for the sepulchre of the grei^ iCinga of Por- 
tugal, in the church of the.Hieronimites: it 
}» all covered over with white marble. The 
pilkvrs wd statues are of the same* The tombs 
are ia even rows in three different chapels, 
amongst whichi there are some fin^y wrought* 
Jj^elem, Feri^ra, ^aoavin, a^d some otfaes 
places about the city,, are.reinaiiuibll^ for the 
vast qufintity of oranges and* lepoons^. growing 
thene., The air you smell there ia quite peN 
foiled: you, c^n hiurdly sit/ dg^iKH. UUd^ tha 
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ttees^ but you are covered' with their flowers: 
you may see a thousand little rivulets running: 
amongst them; audit may Be afBrmed, that 
there is nothing more sweet in the night, than 
the murmurs and harmony which are fre-* 
quently heard. At Belem there are great ma- 
gazines of oranges, both sweet and sour lemons, 
pomegranates, citrdns, &c.; they load them iti* 
small vessels, and so export them into most 
parts of Eurc^e.'*' 

She likewise told me of the knights del 
Habito de Christo^ that is, the Hiabit of Christ ; 
whose multitude made them less considerable; 
and also of the Counts of the kingdom, who* 
have the same privileges as the Grandees of 
Spain: they are possessed of las comarcas^' 
which are certain lands belonging to the 
crown, and divided into ciounties of a consi- 
derable value. She toll me that when the- 
King' intended to go alnroad, the people had 
notice of it by a trumpet, which sounds very 
early in the morning, in the place through 
which his Majesty is to pass. For the Queen,< 
there is a flute and adrum^ far the Infanta, an 
hautboy, f When they all go abroad together, 
the trumpet, the drum, the flute, and the 
hautboy, march in a company; and by this 
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vonGBm, if my ote eannot get into tbe 
pnlace to present a petition, be need only 
wait far the King^is comiiig by. ' EigfaA leagues 
from Cmmbrby tb^re is a foantain in » ]^ace 
calk d Gedinly which draws io, md swallows 
dawn, every tbipg whitft touches Hs Ivater. 
Experiments are often tnade vpoa great 
bi^ancbes of tre^ and soiiietimes of horses, 
wbieh they cause to be brought there, (torn 

* whence they cannot get back but with great 
diffictthy. 

<< But ^3t which causes the greatest won« 
der/' added she, *' is the lake of the siountaia 
of Strella, where there are often found the 
Wrecks of ships, broken masts, anchors, and 
sails, yet the sea is more than twelve leagues 
off; and this is upon the top of a very high 

' bill: it cannot be imagined by what means 
idl these thii^ should conse there." 

While I was hearings with great delight. 
Donna Theresa relate these things, her hus- 
band and the rest of the company came and 
interrupted us. Don Augustin was a ihan of 
understanding; and, notwithstanding tns age, 
was very pleasant. If my curiosity is not in-* 
discreet, pray, Madaps,'' said he, '^ tell what 
subject this child has entertained you with ?"— 
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^MiTio^ foptted ihe <diat is^ nf lyida)^ 
^ yon Boy eawily bdKe^e it was PonvgaL"'*^ 
«<Qh! I thooglit as oracV* cdedhe: ^^tfacore 
it is she always clioOses her field of action.*'-*— 
^' Dear God,'' says she, ^ erery bodyh^ soifia 
place they lore; and whem oiiee yoa hove got 
to yovr Mexico^ one eaaboi dravryoa fmn 
thence."— ^^ You have been in the Indies^**, 
resinned I, ^* for Donna Theresa balh showii 
tte a^ serpent, which she ssys yon hiltodl 
tliere.''-^^^ It is tree. Madam/' reinrned hei 
^^ and if it were not time for you to dine, it 
wonid not probably be nnpleasant^for you to 
hear Cff wlu^ I have seen there. Bnt I mmre 
go to Madrid; and,, if' yon please, I viB 
biing DoDoa Theresa to you ^ece: it is there 
indeed where I should lay die scene of 
discourse, and where I xosAd tell you of 
things whkb I bdieve you would not bi^ «»-• 
willing to know.^^ i assured him^ he would 
do me a particular ihvour to give ine so signal 
n mark of bis kindness; and that I should be 
gmatly delighted to see the fiiir Donqa The* 
resa, and to iiear her talk of the Indies, and 
discourse so admirably on every thing. He 
took me by die hand, and led me down into 
a hall paved with marble^ which wa* hnng 
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vrUh ptotures iottead of tapestry, and tet 
round with casfaions. Cloth was hid there 
upon a table for the mea, hat upon a carpet 
on the floor it was laid .for Donna Theresa,, 
myself, and my daughter. 

I was 8orpr»ed at this fashion, not having 
been used to dine in this manner: howeyei^ . 
I took no notice of it, for I had a mind to 
try ijt, hut I was never more uneasy; my legs 
s^hed most horribly ; one while I leaned upon 
my elbow, and then. upon my hand. Id a 
word, I could not dine, and; yet the good lady 
was not sensible of it, for she thought the 
women in France were used to eat upon a 
floor, as they did in Spain. But DonFer*. 
nand de Toledo, who observed me uneasy, 
rose from table, with Don Frederic de Car- 
donne, and b6th of them told ine^ that abso« 
lutely I sbbiild. sit. with them. I wa^ willing 
enough,, provided Donna Theresa would do 
the same : but she durst not, because there 
were men upon whom . she did not so much 
as lift up her eyes but by stealth. Don Au- 
gttstin bid her come without, ceremony, and 
tflid her . that, they must let me ^ know that 
they were glad to see me at their house. But 
that which was veiy pleasant, was jwhen this 
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jNuly: was ua tipM a c^hair, she wasno lett at 
ed9e than I wag when I fM apoo the caipeu 

' She protested with a ^netty scnrt of freedom, 
that she neraf b^o^e sat in a cfa8ir> and ^hat 
sihe had n^vet once, tliought of iu Thus we 
dined tety memty ; md there was nothing 

^ which could be added to the obliging manner 
df' my* reception in this houde. I gave ta 
Donna Theresa some Mbbons, pins, and a fan. 
She was mightily {^leased, and returned me as 
many thanks, as if tb6 present had been* of 
▼alue. Hdr thanks were not common, for 
one could not observe in them toy thing that 
was low or covetous. And to speak truth, 
tfaey have abundance of wit and sense in this 
country : it appears even in the very smallest 
trifies« 

I l)ad not been gone an hpur from this house, 
when I saw two coaches coming towards us, 
eadi drawn by six mul^^ which galloped a 
great pace, ai:^ faster than the best horses 
<iould do. ' I could hardly have believed that 
mules could run so fast. But th^ which I 
most wondered at, was the manner of their 
being harnessed. These two coaches and thcdr 
Airfliture took up almost a quarter of a league 
of room. There was one with six glasses, 
yOL. u o 

Digitizedby VjOOQ IC 



290 LBTTBBS 780M SPAIK. 

pretty'brge, tod made like ours, except tlot 
the.upper part is very. lew, and veiy incoii- 
\enicDt. Witbio, there was a cornice or 
wood gilt, but so Iiyge* that it locked Hke 
^ one for A chamber. The coach waa gilt on 
the outside, which: is oply allowed to ^mbas* 
sadors and strangers. The curtains were of 
damask and . cloth se.wed together. The 
coachman rode upon one of the fore miiles* 
They do not ride on the coach-box, altiipogh 
there is one; and upon tpy asking the reason 
of it, Don Frederic de Cardonne |oId me^ 
that he had been assured, that this custom 
had been ever sin<;e the coachman of the Lord 
Duke d'Olivares drove his master, who, pver- 
' bearing ^omejching of great importance, which« 
' the Duke told to one of his friends, revealed 
it; the matter having made. ^,' great noise at 
court (for it seems the Duke accused his friend 
of some indiscretion, which nevertheless he was 
innocent of); and ever since, they bave been 
^o cautious, that they make th^ coachniaii 
ride upon th^ first muje,,, TJ^eir traces are 
silk, or hempen cords, ^ so excessive long, that 
from one mule to another there is above three 
ells distance ; and I cannot understand, but 
that every thing must break at ttie rate they, 
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fUtt. It is true, that though . they run verf 
fast in the couniiry, yet they ^a very softly h\ 
the city; and it is a tiresome thing to go ^ 
slowly as if they told thefr ^tepa* And though' 
at Madrid they have but four mules, yet they 
have a postilion. My relation was in the first 
of these coaches witK three Spanish ladies. 
The gentlemea and the pages were, in the* 
other, which was not made after the same> 
manner. It had boOts, as our coaches formerly 
bad : they are to let down, and the leather is ^ 
open at the bottom; so that.whei^ the women^ 
come out (if they have no mind their feet 
should be seen), the boot is let down to tfaer 
ground to hide their shoes. It had glassea^ 
twice as big as my hand,^ made fast to each 
end, of the coach, for the conveniency of 
calliqg to the. footmen. Nothing niore re*^ 
sembles our garret-windows than these do;: 
The top of the coach is covered with grey 
|iarragon, aud the. curtains are of the same^ 
large and long, hanging without the cpach,,' 
and made to draw round, and are fastened^ 
with buttons and loops : this looks very bad ; 
and you are inclosed within as if you were ia* 
a box. 

My relation wa$ dres^e4» half French and. 
o 2 
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l|^tf'S|Mi^'TSi^MeixMd ov«^3;«d^to see 
miP^:mi I vtur.^o/leb tor^qcr, hev. AMtohet 
p9X9opf li £oiiiid hernbt «t Hi changed; but I 
TOuld Qat.£6rbeqr.lai^hi«ig at ber manner ^ 
speikiDg. / Shift: nowi undtMaods very little 
Frenek^^ eltboiigb she cont^nu^Hy speaks aaJ 
bves it aoiamqch;^ that it 19 imp^Msible for her 
to learn ny ol^ Imguager but she how 
mixes Italian, EngUsh, and Spanish, with her 
own nal^saL hiiguage ; and this makes sueh a 
jargon, as is very strange to one, who knew 
her as I did^ to hsfve the fVench language in 
its puritjy and able to read lectures of it to^ 
the leasnedl She cannot endure tq be told 
that she has forgot it; and: indeed she doe^i 
not believe it, having ti«vej left x0 s^^tkin^ 
it; ebher with some of herow^ wonien, 01^ 
with ambascssdors and strangers, who generally 
understood it. Kevertbeless, she sp&sks it very* 
hadjy ; and if one is* not at the fibuntain-^hted^, 
i|; is difBoult long to speak' a language weXf^ 
which is every day ciiai^ibg, Md^contihciany 
making new progressions: '^ 
- I foimd the ladies which were Wifli *het 
exceeding beautiful ; and I do assu^ jrou, that 
there are in this country some very handsome 
and amiabte« We embmoed^^^&c^lf dtiber d^n, 
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9xtd Tfent^back to Madrid. Be£6re w^ canie 
there, we pussed orer a sandy plain, of abaut 
four leagues^ but, so uneveu, that every mo* 
Biept we fell ittto holes Wg enough to buiy 
the coaofa, and which hindered it froth gc^in^ 
▼ery fast^ This uneven way lasted till w^ 
came to a HUle village called Maudes, which 
is but half a league from Madrid. All thd 
country here is dry^ and very open -*— yoo can 
scarcely seea;tree on any side yoo look.: Th^ 
eity is situated ki the middle of Spain^: w^ibh 
19 New Castile. It b sdt>ove: a» . age since th# 
Kings of Spaia have choseti ta keep ' theff 
eourt in it^ because of the pumtyTof the aif^^ 
ud the goodness^of the wnter^ which re^iily ii 
io good and 80 light, that the Cn^dinai Infiuita 
would drink no other when be was: in FIszh- 
ders ; and fae, caused .it to.be bfougfat by sea in 
earthen, jars,- fteH ttQpped, ITbe.JSpaniardi' 
pretend^ t^at the foupder of: ]\^rid{ was n 
prince named Ogna Biaiknv i stm df Tiberitio^ 
King of the Latini, wadioiiMxato^ mdior iiaV 
a Queen, liiorei femoixii £ok /dim {science it 
astralogj (which »he<unidieffst;p0d!id a «toDllcc4 
fol degree) than for ' her Jiirthil .it it tibdugfaA 
Ihut Madrid must JReio thei beinrt< oi-Exmbpt^ 
because die little viUagd fo£ Fkktn^ m\asik n u^ 
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above three leagues from it, is called^ in Latin, 
Punctum; and that is reckoned to be in the 
centre of Europe. 

The first thing I observed was, that the city 
is not inelosed either with a wall or ditch; 
the gates, i» one may say, are only made fast 
by a latch. Those which I have. already seen, 
are all broken ; there is not seen any place of 
defence, neither castle, nor, in a word, any 
ibififg. whii::h nright not be forced wid> throwing 
oi dmngesi and lemons; but yet it might be 
necessary to foctify this city. The mountaius 
which are. round it, are of some use for its 
defence. . I have passed through some parts of 
them, which are so narrow, that one might 
idiut ^em up with a goQd large stone, mi 
•with an hundred men oppose the passage of a 
whole army. 'The" streets are long and eve% 
and of a good largeness, but there is no place 
^ srorse paved ;. let one go as softly as possible, 
yet one is aknost jumbled and shaken to pieces^ 
There a«e jnore ditdbes and. dirty jdaces here 
than in any tadaj in. the wdrld ;. the horses go 
up to their bellies^ and the coaches up to the 
onddle, so thfatt it dasheaall upon you, and your 
dotfaesare sptded unless you rttfaer puU up the 
glasses, or dr9^ the cartons whichlhavespokea 
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of: very often the water comes into the coaches 
at the bottoo^ of the bdotsy which are open. 

The houses have rarely any great gates 
to them T— those which have, are witliout 
tourts. The doors indeed are pretty large j 
arid as for the houses, they are very handsome, 
spacious, and convenient, though they are 
only built of earth and brick. I think they 
are altogether as dear as at Paris. The first 
story which they raise belongs to the King, 
and he can either let or selLit^ unless the 
pwner of the house buy it off, which is almost 
constantly done; and this is a considerable 
revenue to the King. 

There is commonly in every house ten or 
twelve rooms on a floor — in some, twenty and 
more ; they have their summer and fheir wiiii- 
ter apartments ; and very often, dne for au- 
tumn, and another for spring-time» 9o that 
having very large families, they are forced to 
lodge part of them income neighbouring hoiise9, 
which they hire on purpose for them. 

You must tiot wo^feder^ dear cousin, that 
they have so many domestics;, there are two 
reasons for it : — the first is, that both for food 
and wages the Spaniards give but two rials a 
day, whicb is not above sixpence of our mon^. 
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I say the Spaniards d^ tUa^ ftur aJtrw^em pajr 

after the 19^ of four ri^s^^ which is about 

. twelvepence of o^r ntoaey. Neither do the 

Spaniards give to tl^eir g^atl^jaaeo above fiftoea 

crowns a month, with which' they mu3t wear 

velvet in winter^ and taifety in rammer; but 

then they live only upon onions,, pf^afie, and 

sacb mean $tu£[; and this makes the pages and 

footmen as greedy as. doga. Bttt I should 

speak of the other doooestics as well as the 

pages, for in this aiaitter. they are aU aUke, 

:tet tbdm. have what wagea tb^y wHL ; They 

M^. kept sp v^ry haflgiry> tbfU ia cartying ti^ 

dishes to the table» they ^at hajif tli^e yipiQa]^ 

thai w. in (hernia th^y throw it; into their. 

' mouths so burning bot^ that y^ou .shall o^serr^ 

Xbeir teeth aU PoUe» with the pmctioe* I 

' advised. 1^ IfKiaawQiiN^ to g^t a litde sjh^r 

j|t^w-p$in mad?>^nd faften^ with a padiookt 

jiike tbat.bei^ng^ng to the arehhish^ of Bmv 

gojK^' and 9h!S did so i and iipw» after the cook 

b^tb £11^4 it, helgoka through a little gjttu^ 

^jto-see-whetber fbe 99^ does weU ;. ai^ thus 

th§ p9ges get nothing of it but; ^ sism^ 

3^QB tl^ inyenti0n» it b^HPP^P^d a hundred 

P^msh Ji^9L% when we thougbt to have tak^w 

^{^ 9attQ Juroth* .we imnA neidier th^t^ nor n^ 
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H^kj fbryoQ aiu^ ksqir, fliafc y" tU S^wa mr th 
are temperate, 4< s wbeiutbe expense is tli^ 
fjivmy thtty aoee not so when they eat at taoh 
tbtfs cost. I hiPre seen persons of Ae highest 
^pidity edt with ns Hke so many \Ji2olves^ they 
were so hmigryv They Wena seD»ibIe enough 
of it theinseivesy: ahd prayed bs not to wond^ 
at ity fcMTtbey fomuA tb^ ragoios.after the French 
naoner sa exoetleaty , that they coidck isei: 
iufbean • :"j 

There ave eook-^dhops ahnost a^enrary «)ot«- 
aer of a sti^eet: ibey have large kettteg: aet 
iqpon trevetd. There^. j^ei^le may ha^e stidh 
ordinary tbingft as beans, garhe^ leleUsy or a^ 
little breth^ in whteb they steeip 4dieir beexd. 
The gefitlemeni ami wakf<i^g^Wdiiien goUhitfker 
a» ethee peopte^ Ibr at hofne they o^y dres^ 
victnsds for the master and roisiress and theiic; 
chiidsen^ They ave - strangely temperate i|i: 
wine; the women neveedmnk d;Dy; and^the 
aaea to litftle^ tiust a. carter of a pint will; 
aerre one a whole dsiy. .¥ou cannot a^ont: 
a man woiise^ than to ealt him a dntnfaard 
liese is^ indeed,, a* good deat saidv to makf 
tip the fim reason why they keep, so man^ 
servants. Now follows the secondi. 

.WheM ffis9X HUtn'^edr i^ be had a* Mia^Kd^ 
o & 
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•enmtSy Us sou leeps all he found in tBfer 
iionse, wiUioat patting one away. When the 
-mother happens to die, ekhor her.omi .dan^ 
:ter, or her daaghter-in-»la«^ takes^intd. her 
service all the women-aervanta ; and this cns- 
.tom holds to the fomtb generation, for thej 
are never turned away; Tbey are put, as I 
intve told yon, into neighbouring houses, and 
dbavei their ratio or allowances. They come 
often to their master or mistresses house, but 
it is rather to show they are not dead, than to 
.do any service. ' I was to see the Duchess of 
.Ossuna, who is a very great lady ; and I was 
amazed' to see so many chambermaids and 
women, fbr every room was full of them* I 
sttked.ber how mmy ^ had? She told me, 
^< She had uoik only .three, hupdred, but that 
very lately she had five huadred more." If 
particular persons have this custom of keepiag 
so many servaif ts,. the Kin^ moat needs keqp 
abundance. moroj which, wiihput doubt, is very 
«faarges^ble to him, and must hurt bis sAin. 
I have been t^old, that io Madrid only, if the 
plosions which be gives are reekoof^, he gives 
satiios or allowances to above ten« thousand 
-persons. 

As..to the KiDg's.ho1|se^ the ppiiyiaicm for it 
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ia daily brought in, and kia legulated accord- 
ing to the quality of. the persoos. There is 
distributed bodi tame and vrild fowl, fish, cbo? 
colate, firoit, ice^ charcoal, wax-candles, oi^ 
hre^ and, in a woi^ CTcry thing that is |ie« 
eessary for. life, 

Aodbassadoia hu-Le. their certain e^spedses^ 
and so ^have some grandees of Spsun. There 
iure persons appointed to sell ,at their houses 
all those things ivbicb I have just now men* 
tiooed, and that witbool p^yitig any custoo^ 
or excise ; and this saves them a great deal of 
money, for the duties upon all sorls of goods 
and wares are excessive hig]^ 

None but ambasaadors and strangers ar# 
allowed to have a great nmny footmen and 
pages to. follow them^ for by the pfragmatic 
^y whkh name they caU all their edicts of 
neibrmatioo), they are forbidden to haye any 
mom than two footmen to follow them. It is 
aomewhat strange, that they who keep foiiilr 
0€' fife fani^red pmon^ may not b^ allowed 
al>oTe three to accompany tbeoau Thia thirds 
you must know, is a groom, who goea on fpoj^ 
and keeps near the horses, to hinder th^m from 
putting and entangling their legs in their lon^ 
Haces i and he does xmt wear a swiord. ^ the 
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ii a rdcmuaeiidable cpali^ tlwK diree.nim 
lMtv€ ibat io* a good degrees I havewoBrfeol^ 
men of fifty years of ago, aodnef^r »iky widor 
tUtty. They a«e jety sopleasaai t& look a^ 
being very tawny, and of a downiah aspeetc 
tbey cot their hair ckxie on the top- of their 
heads, ooly let aiomxl be a little • bog, but 
very greasy, and aekkMS eombed* 1hi& hm 
tbey cei on the ^ of their faeadsy Is dooe id 
the shape of a wihi-boar^b head* They irear 
long swerds, ivith sbooider^belts^^ and dolres^ 
They are all clotlied eitber in bhte or green^ 
and often their green cloth elol^s aie lined 
with bine velvety cut in ftowevs* : their sleeves 
are ^either of v^vet, sattn, or dsknask. One 
wrald thipk that iheseiaboald be faatidsome 
liveries; but yet I assure y<)a^»0thiiig <»n be 
uglierj and tbeiriniookis ikfmmget}KikdmdaB& 
They wieav bands,' batMadboptanycoUary^^wdi 
is ridiculous. And when tbey and vfm tlwir 
loaches they have neitfaer^leens^aii^r tiifiMd 

bukons and loops, nor airy sort o£;laee''te 

• •, ■ * • 

mmaingw .,..:■' 

Their geatlem^i and tliek pages ahra^a go 

in a coach i that fbUoossi these wear Uai^ 

ctatlKi iii att seasons^ , la wiitet thegr^ 
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they moam^ :£faey diianir upon th» groimdl 
Aithpugh tiii^ are pages^ tin^ wear no sworbb^ 
eaif moBt of them have a Iklle pcRikrd hid 
under their fdothes^ In snmnier theyr wftar 
ekker damask m tsuSeiyi wiO^clokefl^d^a^Uadt 
wknSf leery li^t. / . ) 

lib taiy the .'great lords and the iitelado^ 
orneadf tM^ which are peraakted iQ ba^e 
four mohss to thesr coAches with those 'iong 
. tnuaas in ^q city. If aaj parson, witbciiittlie 
dybkiindon of sooie <;haca€ler,' let Uois be«l 
nob as be 'WJII, should appear in the. som^ 
equi^M^e, he woaid be aflbonted and abosed 
in the open stveet, hb tracts. w^uUk be eofy 
and hiaisielf fined vexy bi|$h; ' H^e, itis'^nol 
eiiiri%h «o be np^'-^a^ inaiiiiiMHit ahb'.be of 
sme ^alky. The > KHmg^^y,^ cdaf^hate sht 
tnides toi ina own eaa<^^ and .to- thpted^^of Mf 
atcandttits; whteh coeiehe^Sffe^oi IBtW »si > ors ^ 
aftd at« diMtiignishedl by thi& — thai l^he^ at^ 
ce^it&ped with green oil^clotk Voni^^ '^^weH 
M on the top, ^ust as t^ stiage-'coachies'' iMr 
fVance^ except that they »e not of ^\vMi^>i»| 
btit the eailved wo^ i»Te#y ceoise^ htid Md#j^ 
4ione, aad they bam fiWtig boet% but ilB I* 
veiy ng)^^ and one woidA wondir hMT'Sl^ 
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giwta King can oMke use of'tbem. Bdkl 
hKwe been told, that these fashioned coaches 
were in use in tlie time of Chades V. ; that 
his were just like them; aod dmt it is in hni* 
talion of so great an Empenur, that ail die 
Kings which have reigned since wdll have no 
other. Without doubt there must be some 
auch good reason ; for notwithstanding dns^ 
the King has as fine coaches as any tW are ia 
the world — some made in France, and others 
in Italyi and other parts. The great persons 
have also very stately oqes ; but after the 
King^s example, they do not use th^n.ibur 
fimes in a y eai» All coaches aie kept in laige 
pourts, in whidi there are several partitions 
lockMed. There.are, it may be^ to the nuok- 
berof two huodred in one. yard; and thers 
are 'seTCml of these y ard» ot coucts^ m direis 
parts of the oity» Tbe reason why they put 
lihem abroad isy because they have no room 
ittt them at home,; their houses being bu^t, as 
I have.aiready s^id, without courts or great 
fffJt^9^.' -cQf .late, th^y begin to sdl^er . tbeii? 
fiishiftn»ai|d \HH9 ^ors^s io^edid of mu^es. : And 
to be |iiat, their hoi*se% : sire, extremely beaxtr 
tiful; there is notbiug. wwtiog'..to them ; and 
ikmmM .he..difiQutU i^t-,^ . b^t^paintem cq 
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^diaw any in gnater parfection. Biit it is a 

>|>iece of cruelty to make them draw such huge 

.coaches, which ace almost as heavy as a house: 

besides, the streets are so badly paved,nhat 

their feet are quite spoyed in two years' timesi 

;They cost very dear, and are not big eirongh 

4Fbr their coaches. But I hare seen some draw 

-their pretty little calashes, which were aU 

:painted and gilt, like those which are made in 

Holland, and nothing looked more pleasant; 

and by their swift running, and handsoo^e 

.carrying of their heads, you would take them 

for stags. As soon as you are out of town^ 

you may put six horses to your coach. Their 

bamess is very neat; and they trim their manes, 

u^ch hang to the ground, with ribbona of 

jiiTers;c(dourss and sometimes they dr^ss up 

.their manes with a great many puffil^of ntistt 

jg^uzcy Lwfaicb make a vesy pretty show. *Tli^ 

bamess for their mules are made of leatbei; 

Akt and broad, with which tbey cover tbeili 

ahiiost alL over. 

Two days ago I went with my kbiswomao 
to walk without St. Bamardine's gate. It i| 
a place they frequent in winter. Don Aiw 
toiiio of Toledo, son to the Duke of Alva» 
4was there with the Duke of Useda^. and the 
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Cloimtaf Altamise. H9 had.ft harness iotlm 
]M|fse%olaaIiabdbic0loiuv wkad^sapkaae^ 
Hie, tbait I ccmtd not ftdbear speakinf to Ua 
of it wben Im eoach came near oui^ Ae- 
eordinif ta coftom, be told wtm, that be hid 
them all at my fieet ; and at m^ when we 
got home, I was told, that hU geattemea iet* 
aired to speak with ase* He made ore a«M^ 
pjimeal;^ aad told me, that .his matter's ii|: 
bones were in my stable. My kiaawocaaa fdl 
ahmgbiog, and made answer for me^ that I 
aras solatlely aniaed at Madrid, 4hat I did not 
yel tiiidemteuidithat one: most not praise aoy 
tfabg which hdongs to sa generous a cgofe)^ 
lew as. Don. Antonio;; bvA however,, it was 
not the fashiofi to reeet^e presents of sa gi«at 
iraliie^ .^od. desimL bm. to take them badk 
epjsia. ioBat^his. Jie wmiM not do — we^se^ 
tbem .hack i^ramediately^--'^ tefnsed theso^ 
Sttdaojd&b we^ Ta he ^Amt^ the whole evemsg, 
passed: tbaa hit aendiogihacki¥ards and forwaidsi 
At last, we were forced to write himi a letteiy 
and gm^^nelaes a.'greal deal of tarooble to 
penuadgi l^SEL. not to take it ill that iwcniid 
■otaoofe^t tfaismw 

* 'Vami toU,. that' alter the King has ones 
pnal^ ai^<(tf a horse,. Isom respect to him, im 
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pen;on \vm ride cm Mm* It happened, t^at 
the Duke of Me(iina de las Torres- had boughk 
a horse worth fivd at>d twenty thousand 
crowns— be was the handi^ibeBt and the finest * 
which was ever seen^ He caused his picture 
to be taken; King Philip IV. saw it; and had 
a mind to see the' horse. The Duke begged 
him td accept it of him; hut he refused hin», 
and gave this reason-*— that he should seldom, 
ride on him, and that nobody would make 
use of him after he had mounted him^ so that 
the ittrength and usefulness of \he horse would 
~be'k)^« •"• •'■ ■ •• ^ ' ' ^ 

*lt i» ostiat he!?e for good fanrfiies to put 
tbeix ^<M}f)ger daughters to ladies, by whoe^ , 
l&ey lUre employed for the most part' to em{*^ 
bioi^er iti gold and silver, or in silk of viriouis 
colours, about' tk^ir sbift-fiedfc^ or hands: btft 
if tbey are left to folbw their own natural 
ioclination, they work very Httle, and talt 
much. They keep also, both oiale and female 
dwai^i and they are very ugly onesi the 
feihales in palrtieular have very frightfol }o6ks» 
ft* theto hefede^are bfggfer thati rtieir t^bdiest 
they idw^s wear their hair loose abput their 
ears^ and hanging down to the gimmd: ait 
ftr9t flight you wQ«Ad woader what ttteie little 
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figures were when they ptesent themselves 
before yoor eyes. Thisy wear rich clothes; 
they are their mistress's confidents; and for 
this reason, they are denied nothing they have 
a mind to. 

In every house, at a certain stated hour, aU 
the women meet with the^ mbtress of the 
family, in the chapel, there to repeat their 
Bosary aloud. They make use of no book to 
say their prayers by ; indeed it is very seldom 
they have any. The Count of Chamy, who is 
a Frenchman, ^ery^ handsome and (tf great 
worth, and is the King of Spaki^s Gep^ral of 
his Horse in Catalonia, (old me, t^iat the odier 
day being at inass,» and as he was saying his 
prayers by his book, an ol|i Spanish woman 
came ^d snatched it from him, and with great 
indignation threw it to the ground,, saying to 
bim^ /' Let this alone» and make use of your 
b^ds.*' It is a strange thmg to consider how 
continually fond they are of their beads -r 
every wcpian there i^as a pair fasteAed ^ her 
giTfUejt and so Icog^ t^^t they almost touch the 
grpwd- They ^ie perpetjiiijly using them, 
without ceasing,, iq the street^, a^i they play at 
<^bjre» as they dis^course, nay, when they ure 
^'^^^kii^ lpve» N«^hen .they are telling llic^) or 
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Speaking evil of their neighbours. They are 
-continually muttering over their beads: let 
them be in ever so much company, nothing of 
this hinders them still to keep on their pace. 
I leave you to judge what devotion there can 
be in this ; but custom has a great power in 
'this country. 

Till of late, women wore farthingales of a 
prodigious bigness: this fashion was very 
troublesome to themselves as well as others. 
There were hardly any doors wide enotrgh for 
them to go through : but they have left them 
off' now, and only wear them when they 
appear in the King*8 or Queen^s presence^. 
Commonly in the city they wear a certain sort 
of vestment, which, to speak properly, is a 
young or Jktle farthingale. They are made 
of thick copper wire, in a round form : about 
ihe girdle there are ribbons fastenied to thenr, 
with which they tie another round of the sam^ 
form, which fidis down a little lower, and which 
is wider; aod of these they have five or six 
.rouDds, which reach down to the ground, and 
bear oat dieir petticoats and other garments. 
.They wear a vast number of this device; and 
,one woald hardly believe that such little.crea* 
turet^ «3 the Spanish women arei could beiur 
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•uch a load. Their upper garment is alwayk 
of a coane black tajSFety, or of a grey plaiR 
stuff maide <^ goat's hair, with a tru$$ or %d]e 
coning down a little above the ktiees, and 
jTOUod the upper garments; and if you adc 
theoi to what end this serves, they will aoswor 
you, that with this they can make it longer as 
it wears out. The Queen^mother, as ytwM as 
others, uses this to all her garmeBts. Etca 
the Caraielites wear them in France as well as 
in Spain. But as to women, it is rather a custom 
which they f(dIow,.thaa any frugidity ; for they 
are neither covetous.nor good housewives ; and 
of these things, they htfve two or three new 
ones in a week* Their upper gacmetttaaie so 
long before,, and oa the sides, tkax they drag a 
i;reat deal upon .the grouasd^ l^ut l^ehiod,. 
ifa^y da not drag at aJlZ Though they wear 
them dowa so low, yet i tfaoy >will tread upon 
them^ ihat ^ijt feet may not be seen^ 
/which are the' paits they most imliiBtriotisIy 
jbide^ I. have heai^ say ^ that after a ladijr; Ins. 
johjiged lier gallant^ by aU poss&le crriUtieB aod 
(O^mfiiiMfiei^. ta eaoikm to bimhekrUndness, 
she will: show him her foot ; and this they call 
the highest favour : one must needs owji^ thai,, 
ia its ksod^ .there is nothing prettier. A« I 
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hsve already told you, their feet are so small; 
|%«t their sbpes look like those of our babies. 
They are made of black Spanish leather, cttt 
upon co1ou«>ch1 Datfety, without heels, and as" 
stnight as a glo!re< When they walk, yocc 
wottld think they flew; we should not in a 
httiuked years learn their manner of walking; 
they^keep their elbows close to their sides, 
aad walk wiAeut raising their feet, just as one' 
slides. But to return to thek habits under - 
this plain upper garment, they have a dozen 
more, one finer than another, of rich stuffs,'^ 
and trimnted witl^ galloons, and lace of gold 
and silver, to the girdle. When I tell you a 
doisen, pray do, not think that I exceed the 
truth. Dcgring the excessive heats of the ,sum- 
mer, they only wear seven or eighty of which 
9«Ntie are of velvet, and others of thick satin. 
They wear at aH times a white garment under' 
sd>tbe rest, which they call Sabengua; ft is 
niade either of the finie Engtisk lace, or of- 
muslin, embrotdered with gold^ and so wide,^ 
that they are fourells in compass. I have seeti* 
some of these worth five or Six hundred crowns. 
At home they wear neither the little farthin- 
gde nor pattefis : these last are' a sort of little* 
sandal, made of brocade' or velvet, set upon 
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plates of gold| which iwe them half a foot ; 
and whoa, they have these, they walk verjr 
badly, and are apt to fall. They use but Tery 
little whalebone in their stays, the middle of 
which are a third part of an ell. Que caa 
hardly see in other countries women so slender* 
They shape their bodies before reity high; 
but behind you may see them to the iuiddle 
of the back, they are so naked ; and yet this 
is no charming sight, for they are all very 
lean, though they would be very, sorry to be 
fat. And this is a great error among them. 
Besides, they are very swarthy ; so that this 
brown skin which is glewed to their backs, 
must necessarily be dbpleasing to those who 
are not used to it. They put red upon their 
shoulders, .which, are all naked, as well as on 
their cheeks. Neither do they stand in need 
of white, which b very good, .but there are 
few which know how to use it :. at first sight 
you can discern it. I have- se^n some of a 
very clear complexion that was natorah Most 
of them have very fine and exact features : in 
their looks, and all their actions, you may see 
a little desire of being co^rted, which their 
l^umour does not dissemble. It ^is reckoned 
beautiful among th|im to. have no breasts i and 
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tiii^ytake care veiy early to hMer them from 
growing large. As soon as they begin to ap« 
pear, they bind thin pieces of lead upon them, 
as close as pne would swaddle a child. And 
indeed their breasts are as flat and even as a» 
sheet of paper, except the holes and hoUowness 
which their leanness causes, and those are 
pretty many. Their bands have no defect -— 
they are little, white, and well-shapdd. Their 
large sleeves^ which they &sten at the bottom 
of their wrists, still contribute to make them 
appear less, Th^se sleeves are made of taf-. 
fety of all colours, like those of the Egyptians, 
with ruffles .of broad lace. Their stays are 
commonly of gold and silver stuffs, mixed with 
lively colours: the sleeves of them are very 
straight, and their silk sleeves appear instead 
of their shifts. Nevertheless, people of qu^ity 
wear very fine linen ; but all others wear little 
or none. It is scarce and dear : besides^ the 
Spaniards have that foolish vanity to ^esi^e it 
very fine) insomuchthat they had rather ^have 
but one such shift than half a dozen a little 
coarse ; and either lie in bed till it is w^hed^ 
or else dress themselves without any, which 
they very frequently do. They use this fine 
linen after a ; bad manner, \|rhen tbey^wai^h it; 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



sis: ufT«i$ raoM spMnu 

Ibr tbe women iay* It ilpon rocrgh- stone^^ and 

00 bast it burd with a stick, by -wbicii mesis 
|]wre flbail be a bondred holes ia it im* 
mediately. There is no diflerence between tbe 
bess and the wdnt iaun^ess: all these erea" 
tim^s are very anfcward. 

But to return to the women^s clothes which 

1 have often left, that r might give an accoimt 
of several things which occurred te me. I 
must tel) you, that they wiear about f&eir neels 
boae^lace, ettibrmdered over widi fed' or green 
silk, or gold or silver. They wear ghdles all of 
medals and relics; There are divers churcbea 
which have not, so many. They wear a&o the 
eord of some order, either of St. Franc», the 
Carmehtes, or some other. Tt is a small cord, 
made either of' black, white, or brown wool ; 
is worn on the outside of their stays; and 
bangs down before to the edge of their pet- 
ticoats. They are full of knots; and com- 
mdnfy upon every knot there is a diamond 
Stone * festened; . They make vows to -smne 
saint Or other to wear their cords ; but if the 
leason of these vows was inquired into, it 
wodtd not be fbund very goodi * 

They have great store of jeweb, the finest 
thai can be seen. N^her- is it enough to 
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faav€ one «et of jewels, as our ladies in France 
'bave^ but these of Spain must have eight or 
ten; some of diamonds, others of rubies, 
emeralds, pearls, Turkey stones; and, in 
short, of all sorts. But the workmen set them 
very bad,, for the greatest part of the diamond 
is hid: very little oi it is seen. I asked the 
reason of it, and they told me, that to them 
the gold looked as well as the stones. But I 
am of opinion, that their lapidaries do not un* 
derstand how to set them better. I must e3t- 
cept Vedi>ec, who can do them well if he will 
take the pains. 

. The ladies wear at the top of their stays a 
broad knot of diamonds, from whence there 
hangs a chain of pearl, or ten or twelve knots 
of diamonds, which they fasten at the other 
end to their sides. They never wear any neck- 
lace ; but they wear bracelets, rings, and pen- 
dants ; the latter of which are longer than a 
person's hand, and so heavy, that I have 
wondered how they could carry them without 
tearing out the hole of their ears ; to which 
they add whatever they think pretty. I have 
seen some have larg^ watches haQgirtg these, 
others padlocks of precious stones, and even 
your fine wrought English keys, and little bells. 
VOL. I. P 
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They. ffJso cany upon dieir she%ves^ Ahth 
•BhQoid^r% Afid all about iheir clothes^ Agnus 
,Deis^ a)id ^oiall i<»i^€s» They haxe their 
lieads »tuek foU of bodkin^i some in»ik of 
diamonds ia the 9ha|)e of a f)j^ a«d others hke 
iHrtterfliefi^ M^boiie ooLovis.fHre distinguished by 
vairious stones, Tl^ydn^s their heads after 
iieveral fashioi^i but 9tiU they must be naked. 
They part iheir hair da the sides of the bead, 
a»d lay it ecrois» on their foreheads : it shioes 
sO| thaty «vithQiit'exaggemtmg> yre may see our* 
^elFes. in it. Forliieily ihey wore a ttess or 
lock of hair, the worst made that yon can see; 
ai^d thistb^y sipreaid «<pQB their shoulders, lest 
iheir own hair shc^ul^d mix with it^ which iu- 
ileed is v^ry fine.. They hi^re msiially five tows 
of curh^ to w»hich they fiistesi knots of libhoss, 
or else pearls, and these ihey tie altoge^er ta 
their girdles ; and in summer, ^hen they ace at 
home, they wrap them up in a piece df co« 
loured taffety,' trimmed ^Ith^hread4b0ne«ktce. 
■They never wean any sort of coi^ either 
night or day. I halve «een some which have 
had their head^ ^iressed up with feathers Uke 
iittle dbildren. These feathers are very cu- 
rious, and spotted with >diSepot coknu^ 
^n<hioh make tbe$a much 4nor^ heauti&L I 

Digitrzed by VjOOQ IC 



eannot imagine why they do not make such 
in France^ 

The young women, or pew mamed, hftve 
very rich clothei, aii4 their uw^er garmeata 
aure coloured and eiUbrc^/^red Ddth gold, t 
went to see the Princess of MoDteldon : Sifae i$ 
a little creature not above thirteen y^ur^ old^ 
and was lately married to her coustn-germaii, 
Don Nicholas Pignatelli : her mother is the 
daughter of the Duchess of Terra Noya, nomi*f 
nated to be Caqier^a« Major, or first Maid of 
Honour to the new Queen. These-Hthat is to 
say, the Duchess of Terra Nova, D'Hijar, and 
Monteleon, witii the young Princess of the 
same name, and her little sister^*-^ dwell all 
together. The Duchess of Terrft Novii may 
be about threesocMre years old : my kinswoman 
is one of her intimatof rfends ; and ^e received 
us with such civility and kindness ^$ is not 
asual with her; for it is certain ithere 19 uot ia 
1^ world a more haughty person*'— her very 
looks declare her to be so; her vcHce is harsh, 
she speaks little, and would be thought kind 
and good-natured; but if what is said be true^ 
she is notreally^o. You sbfldl hardly meet with 
a greater share ef wit, and a more -piercing 
judgement rhan she has : she discoursed to u» 
p 2 
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much 'of tbe place she was going to take upon 
her in the Queen's house. Says she, ^* I will 
neglect nothing to make myself acceptable to 
her — I will endeavour todiscoyer everything 
that 'may please her. I am sensible that a 
young Princess, bcMii in France, must be al-« 
lowed a greater liberty than an Infanta of 
Spain, born at Madrid; so that by me she 
shall not be able to fijad any difference be- 
tween this and her own country.'' She pre* 
sen ted' me with a pair of beads of Paulo 
d'Aguila, which is a curious sort of wood 
that comes from the Indies. Really they are 
so longy^ that when I hold them in my hands 
they reach to the ground. They are trimmed 
with two bunches of small green taiFety: 
ribbon, each bunch having about three hundred 
ells in it She gave me also some pucatos of 
Portugal, which are pots and dishes made of 
that medicinal earth, and are adorned with 
fillagree work: she also presented me with 
stveral other pretty toys. 

You can hardly see any thing that lo<^8 
more splendid than this house of theirs. They 
make use of the upper apartments, which are 
hung with tapestry, all done with xai^d work 
of gold. In one great chamber, which is 
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longer than it is broad, you may see several 
glass doors that go into closets, or little cells ^ 
The first of' which is the Duchess of Terrar 
Nova's> hung with grey ; a bed of the same ^ 
and eyery thing eke very plain. On one side 
lodges her daughter, the Duchess of Mon<» 
teleon, who is a widow, and has her roomi 
furnished like the mother's* Afterwards, you 
come to the Princes* of Monteleon's cham- 
ber, which is not larger than the others, but 
her bed is of gold and green datnask,. lined 
with silver brocade, and trimmed with point 
de Spain^ The sheets were laced about with 
au English lace of half an ell 'deep. Oyer 
against it were the chambers c^ Monteleon 
and Hijar^s^ children, which were furnished 
with white damask. Next to these is the' lit* 
tie chamber of the Duchess Aijar, furnished 
with crimson-coloured velvet upon a gpld . 
ground. Their rooms were no otherwise di« 
vided thaA by partitions of a beautiful wood ^ 
and they told me, thi^ skx of their womea 
lay in their chambers,, upon beds brought 
thi^er at night. 

The ladies were in a great gallery, spread 
with a very rich foot-cloth: there were set 
found it crimson-cc^oured velvet cunhi^nsem*^ 
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broidered with gold, and tiiey are longer than 
they are broad. There were also several great 
' cabinets inlaid and adorned with precious 
stones, but they are not made in Spain; and 
between them were tables of silver, and ad* 
mirable looking-glasses, both for their large- 
ness and rich frames, the worst of which 
were of silver. But that which I thought 
finest, were their escaparates^ which is a kind 
of close cabinet, with one great glass, and 
filled with all the rarities that qan be imagined, 
such as ambergHs^ porcelaine, crystalj^ 
Be2oar stone, branches of coral, mother-of-- 
pearl, filligree m gold^ and a thousand other 
things of value. There I saw a fish, and upoft 
its head there was a little faree^^ it Was neitW 
'of wood hor of moas — • ii grew on t^e top of the 
fish*8 scull, which is very small. This seemed 
to me a great curiosity. 

* We were about threescore women in ther. 

J- 

gallery, and not so nmch as otie man amon^ 
us« They all sat down upon the floor ct-oss-^ 
lagged. I'his is an old custom, which they 
have derived from the Moors. There was 
oqiy one great elbow chair of Spanish leather, 
stitched with silk, and very ugly^ I asked for 
wluMn it was designed. They told me k was 
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for th^PriiM^e ol Monteleoti^ wbo-caaie notiii: 
till after all tbe ladies were retired. I codidi 
notlc^ig sit after this Ifasiiion; and therefore 
i got some cushioiis under me, five or six of 
which were fiastened together by a gifver brace 
full of olire stones, that it might not break' 
through. When any lady comes to visit, the 
he Gt she«4warf comes to give notice, by 
iDieebng down upon one knee, upon, which all 
the company rises, and the young Princess 
walks before as far as the door to receive tbe 
lady who comes to see her after her marriage. 
In saluting each other tliey do not kisi^ per* 
haps it is because they will not rub off the* 
colour from one another^s faces; hut they 
sliake battds with their gloves off, and in dis- 
course they say thou and thee;* and, without 
calling one another either Si adam, Lady^ 
Highness, or Excellency, they only say. 
Donna Maria, Domia Clara, or Donna l*he- 
resa. I was willing to know the reasmi of this 
familiar w^y, andl learned that it was to avoid 
all occasion of offence amongst Ihem; and^ 
that, as them jwefe di6fereni ways of speak- 
ing to distinguish the great diffeirence of qualii^ 
and degree, and that it was not easy to observe' 
all the rules about them*, withoat sometimes 
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gtyiog distaste; therefore, to prevent it, they 
haye chosen to speak to each other without 
any ceremony at aU. I must also add, that 
the women here do not kitermix, and so there 
are always persons of quality together. The 
wives of the gentlemen of the long robe never 
so much as visit the court ladies ; and a man 
of inferior birth never marries with a woman 
of quality. You never see those who are not 
gentlemen mix with the nobility, as in France ; 
so that there can be little danger, as long as 
they associate together.. If tliere comes in a 
hundred ladies one after another, every one 
rises up as often, and they go, as if in pro- 
cession, as far as the anti-chamber to receive 
them. I was so tired that day, that I was in a 
very ill bumocir. 

They were aU very weH dressed ; Mid, as i 
have already told you, they have very rich 
clothes, and their jewels are extremely fine. 
There were two tables for the game (Sombre, 
at which they played very high, and without 
any noise. I could not understand their cards: 
they are as Uiin as papar, and painted after a 
quite different way from ours* One of those 
cards look as if one held a letter : when they 
have a good game in hand, it were easy for a 
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cbeatuig gamester to diercover several of tbek 
cards, if not the whole game. 

While they' played, they discoursed of nem 
of the court and the city. Their conyersation 
is free and pleasant; and it must be candidly 
confessed that they have a certain quickness 
of wit which, we cannot come up to^r They 
are very kind and friendly, they love to praise, 
andf do it after a genteel way, very ingeni- 
•asly, and with> great judgement- I am asto- 
aisfaed to- find such strength of memory joined 
with so great a degree of wit and understand-, 
iog. They are compassic^nate,. even almost to 
ft fault They read and write but little; yet ' 
by that little which they do read, they im^ 
prove muchy and that little they write ia^botl^ 
^ exact and concise.. 

Their £eatures> are rery regular and delin- 
eate; bat their excessive leanness offends a 
person that is not used to it. They ace of a 
brown complexion, and their fiiees very 
smooth.. The small-pox must needs not do 
them so much hurt,, as it does in other coun^ 
tries, for I hav6 seldom, seen any marked with 
them. , 

Their hair is as black as je^. and* veij 
i^^D& notwithatanding there is oaose to 
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think that they comb loftg with ooe atid tlit 
same comb ; for the other day I savr at th^ 
Marchioness of Alccmniza^s (vrho is sister to 
the Constable of Castile, and whose first hns* 
band was the Count and Duke of Oliyares) 
her toilet spread ; and although she is one of 
the neatest and richest ladies, and the toilet 
was laid upon a little silver table, yet it wa» 
only furnished with a small piece of calico, 
a looking-glass not larger than one*s hand,, 
two combs, and a little box ; and in a small 
China cup some white of an egg beat together 
with sugar-candy. I asked one of her 'women 
what she did with thi&; she told me, this 
was to take the dirt off her face, and to make 
it shine. I have seen ^ some whose faces 
were bright to an astonishing degree — yon 
would think that they were varnished over; 
and the skin is' scJ' pulled arid rubbed, that I 
am confident it does a gretit deal of hurt» 
Most of the women make themselves eyebrowi?, 
and they have only a little thread of hair; 
which in niy mind looks very ugly ; but that 
which is yet worse, they comb the middle 6( 
their foreheads so much that they make their 
eyebrows meet; and this with them is ex- 
tremely beautiful. ' 

Digitized by Google 



LETTBKS ritOM SPAIK. 323 

But yet there ard a great itiany whose fancies' 
do not lie this way. I have seen some Spanish 
women moris exact to the rules of beauty than 
our French women^ notwithstanding their way 
of dressing cross-ways, and the little advan-. 
tage which they give to their fa^es. It may 
be said^ that they are lihe things made out of 
icule, for they have neither hair, nor cornet, 
nor any ribbon to set them off; and yet there 
is no country can show such eyes as theirs ; 
they are so very sprightly, and declare so much 
ivit, and talk to one in a language so kind and 
intelligible, that, if they had no other charms, 
these alone would make them pass for hand- 
some women, and unavoidably steal away 
one's affections. Their teeth are very even, 
and would be white enough) if they took a 
little c^re of them ; but they neglect them t 
and besides, their frequent use of sugar and 
chocolate does them much hurt. They have 
all a bad custom here, the woihen as well asr 
the men, which is to pick their teeth, let them 
be in what company they will : thi$ they reokoa 
as a diversion, and do it with grave looks. 
They do not so much as know what belongs to' 
bave them cleaned by an artist— there is no^ 
such trade there s £^d when they t^eed them 
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to be drawn out^ they get the surgeons to do 
it if they can. 

At my first coniiDg in to ridt the Princess 
of Monteleon, I was surprised to see so many 
young ladies with great spectacles on thenr 
nosesy and fastened to their ears : but that 
which yet seemed strangest to me^ was^ that 
they made no use of them where it was neces* 
sary : they only discoursed while they had 
them on. I was disturbed at tt^ and asked the 
Marchioness de k Rosa (with whom I have 
contracted a dear fiiendi^hip) the reason of it 
She is a pretty sort of woman,, and under-* 
stands how to live. She has great wit, and 
is a Neapcditan. She fell ft laughing at my 
question, and told me^ that it was done to 
make them look grave, that they did not 
wear them for necessity,, but to draw respect* 
'* Do you see that lady,** • says she to- me ? 
(meaning one that was near u&) ^^ I do not be* 
heve, that since she was ten years old she 
ever left them off, but when she went to bed. 
lu truth, they bQt;b eat with tbem> and in the 
streets and assemblies you can never fail of 
meeting abundance of men and women with 
their spectacle^. Upon this occasion I must 
•eeds tell you/' continued she, ^^ that some 
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time ago the Jacobine friars bad a suit in hw 
of high importance ; the success of which they 
were too much concerned to neglect any meaHs 
of obtaining. One of the young fadiers of 
the couTent had some kindred of the highest 
quality, which upon his account solicited very 
hard on their behalf. The prior assured him^ 
that if through his credit and interest they 
should get the better of the suit, he could 
not ask any thing, but,should he gvanted him 
for an acknowledgemenl : at Length they gained 
their point ; and the young father, transported 
with joy, immediately mxt t<v tell the new^, 
and at the same time prepaised himself to ask 
a favour which a long time be had had a great 
desife to obtain.. But the prior^^ after having 
.embraced him^ with, grave looks and tone 
said to him,. Htrmano, ponga las qfalas^ which 
is to say, ^ Brother,, put on spectacles.* The 
honour of ^is permission fiUed the young 
monk with a strange joy : he thought himself 
and his care too highly recompensed, and had 
nothing else ta ask. The Marqub of Astocgas^ 
Viceroy of Naples," added sbe^ " h^d. his 
statue to the middle cui in marble, upon which 
he was very careful to cause his best speotacles 
to be put It is so commoii a thing tp wear 
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thaOf thai I have heard there are differes^ 
tpectaclesi according to the different qualities 
aad degrees of men and women* Prc^or* 
tiooably as a man's fortune rises^ be incarea3es 
in the largeness of his spectacle-glasses, aqd 
wears them higher upon his noise. The Gran* 
dees of Spain wear them as broad as theifr 
hand, which for distinction they call ocales. 
They fasten them behind their ears, and leave 
them off as seldom as they do their collars. 
Formerly they had the glasses of them from 
Venice ; but ever since the enterprise of flie 
Marquis of Cueva, which was called the Tri- 
umvirate, because there were three persons 
who undertook to fire the arsenal of Venice 
with burning-glasses, and by this means to 
make the King of Spain master of that city. 
The Venetians, to be revenged, caused a vast 
number of those ocales to be made, and sent 
to their ambassador at Madrid. He presented 
some of them to the whole court, and all that 
used them were almost blinded with them ; for 
they were made of burning-glass, and very 
artificially done, and set in certain frstmes made 
of combustible matter; which with the least 
rays of the sun would put all in a flame. It 
happened upon a council-day, that in the room 
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where they sat one of the windows were left 
open, and' the sun shkiiog perpeadiculaxly on 
their spectacles^ all on a sudden they per* 
ceived ^ dai^gerous kind of fire contrived 
against their eye-brows and hair ; it i& hardly 
possible to imagine what a fright these yene<*> 
rable old men were in.**— **I could wish/^ 
said I to the Marchioness^ ^^tbat this story was 
credible^ for it is very pleasant'* 7— " As I 
did not see it>" repUed she> smiiing, ** so I 
cannot positively assure you that it is true; 
but the business of the Jacobine friars^ which 
I have related t6 you, I had frona the best 
authority.'* 

I have since observed several persons of 
quality 'in their coaches, sometimes alone, and 
other timers in company, with these great spec^ 
tacles -nung upon their noses, which in my 
mind ik -a- strange sight. 

This' Princess gave us a cotlationi Her 
women, to the number of eighteen, brought 
every one of them a large silver bason full of 
st^eetmeat^, wrapped up in a paper, for thai 
purpose, cut and* gilt. In 6ne, there was a 
plumb, in anothei^ a cherry or an apricot, and 
so in all the test accordingly. , This to IM 
seemed vety neat j for by this way a pen^ 

\ 
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migbt either eat or carry a^raj, without soiliiigp 
their fingers or pockets. There were scnne 
ancient kdies, whoafter they had eaten of these 
sweetmeats till they were ready to bursty 
filled fiye or six handkerchiefs full, for they 
bring them on pwpose ; and though they are 
well observed, yet no.notiee seems to be taken^ 
but they are suffered . Uy take as much and as 
often as they jdease* They tie these handker- 
chiefs with stringa quite rou«d their little fas- 
diogales i this is like the hook which is used 
in a pantry, tqpon which is htuig all sort of flesh 
fuid fowL Afterwards, they present you with 
chocdiate^ every one a China^ cup fall, upon a 
dish of agate set ia gold, with, sugar in a box 
of the same- There was some chocolate or^ 
dered with ice, and some hot, and some made 
pith milk and egg^i you drink it with some 
biscuit, or else with some thia bread as hard as 
if it were toasted, which, they make so on pur- 
pose. There are some wooien. wha will drink 
six cups one after another; and this they do 
.¥ery pftea twice or thrice a day. It is not to 
be wondered that they are so dij, since nothing 
can be hotter than, this liqjaor; and besidesj^ 
Ihey eat every thing so very high seasoned with 
pepper aiHl ^ice^ that one would think it im^ 
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possible they should not ' be burnt up : there 
were several, also, who ate great quantities 
of the medicinal earth. I have already told 
you, that they have a vast desire for this earth, 
which frequently causes in them great obstruc- 
tions : their stomachs and their bellies will be 
swelled with it, and become as hard as a stone, 
and they themselves as yellow as saffron. I 
had a mind to taste this ragoo, which is so 
much esteemed beyond its worth, but I declare 
I had rather eat a piece of stone* 

If you have a desire to oblige them, you 
must treat them with such kind of things which 
they call barros : and very often their confess 
sors enjoin them to no other penance, than to 
forbear one whole day from eating thereof. 
It is said to have a great many properties : it 
k good against poison, apd cures abqndance 
of diseases. I l^ave a large cup made of it, 
which holds a pint : it spoils wine that is put 
into it, but it makes water excellent, whicb 
seems as if it boiled in it ; at least you may 
observe it to work and fret, if I may be allowed^ 
the expression ; and if it is left a little while^ 
the cup will be quite empty, the nature of the 
•arth makes it so full of pores : it has a strong 
scent. We drank water there, which was very' 
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wdl ordered : il may be truly asid, that there is 
not any place where they drink it cooler. They 
make use oiily of snow, and are of opinioD,* 
that it cools much better than ice. It b the 
custom here to drink very cold water before 
they take their chocolate, which otherwise 
they think would be unwholesome. 

After the collation was ended, fiambeaas 
were brought in : there came in first a little 
simple fellow, whose hair was white with age, 
governor of the pages : he had a large gold 
chain and a medal about his nedc : this was a 
present he had at the Prince of Mcmteleon^a 
marriage. He kneeled down upon one knee 
in the middle of the gallery, and said aloud^ 
^* Let the most holy sacrament be praised ; '^ 
to wiuch every cne waswered, " For ever^** 
Thia is their custoto^ when light is Inrou^t in. 

Next came in twenty-four pages, following, 
two by twe, and in the same manner kneeled 
upon o^e knee : . every one of them brought 
two great flamheaua, or caie branch ; and, when 
they had placed them upon the tabtes^ went 
out with the same ceremony. And then all 
the ladies made to each other a low bow, ac^ 
companied with: a noise as when they sneeze^ 
It is fit I should tell you that these branches 
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Hre foQ of lamps, fastened to a silver pilbov 
whose foot is very broad : there are most times 
eight and twelve pipes to every lamp, m which 
the cotton burns, so that this gives a very great 
light. And to increase it yet more, they fes- 
teii a silvier plate to it, in arach manner, that the 
light reflects upon iL You are ,not troubled 
#itb tb^ smoke ; and the oil they burn is alto- 
gether as good as that of Provence, which Js 
ate with sailed. I liked this fashion very well. 
When all the lights Were put in their propei^ 
places in the gallery,, the young Princess of 
Monteleon ordered her women to bring in he» 
wedding clothes, that I might see them 3 they 
brought thirty-six baskets full, which were as . 
deep and as wide as table-baskets ; they were 
so heavy, that there were four women to carry 
one basket. In them there was ^yhatever is 
possible to be seen that is fine and rich, ac-* 
eording to the fashion. of the country : amongst 
other things^ there were six of a certain sort 
of close coat of g<^d and silver brocade^ made 
like vests to< wear in a morning, with buttons,^ 
^arae of diamonds^ and others of emeralds^ 
and of these every one had six dozen. The 
Ujieci and lace were not inferior to the rost. 
She shpwed me her jevreU 9^0, which were 
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JEuLmintble^ but so badly aet^ that tbe largest 
there would uot make a better show tbau a 
jewel set in Paris which .might be purchased 
for about thirty louis-d'ors. 

I will not write to you often, .'because I 
will always have a stock of news to tell you ; 
which in this place is pretty long in picking 
up. Pardon this tedious letter, and the little 
method which I have observed in it : I have 
written things down just as they came into 
my mind, and that is bad enough ; but ia 
your love,, dear cousin^ I am safe firom aU 
my faults^ 

From Madrid, 
March 29. ' 



LETTER IX. 

I FEAR you: Will take it ill that I hare 
omitted writing te yoa one post; but, deae 
cousin, I was willing to he laformed of divers 
things, which I am now going to relate. 
^ And first, I will speak of the churches o£ 
Mafirid, which I find extremely beautiful and 
■ xieat, Th# women of quality seldom go to 
them, because they have all their, chapels ia 
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their houses ; but there are certain days in the 
year that they never fail to be at them; of 
which number, are all the days in the Passion- 
week; and there also they make their ^ sta* 
tions, and sometimes go to confession. 

Our Lady's church of Atocha^ that is to say, 
our lady of the bush^ is indeed a very fine 
one. It stands within a large convent, which 
is filled with religious women, who seldom or 
never go out of it, that being one of their rules 
they are obliged to observe. They lead an 
austere life ; and from all parts people come to 
pay their devotion here; and. when the Kings 
of Spain have gained any victories, or happy 
success, thither they go to sing Te Deum. 
There you will see a virgin holding a young 
Jesus, which they report to be miraculous. 
She is of d. black complexion, and very often 
they dress her up like a widow; but upon 
great festivals she is richly clothed, and so 
adorned with jewels, that nothing can be seen 
more magnificent. She bath in a particular 
manner the sun drawn round her head, whose 
beams shine admirably. She always has a 
large pair^ of beads, either in her hand, or 

^ Go to receive their indulgences. 
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bung tt her girdle. This ehapel is on one 
i^de of the body of the churchy and in such a 
place» as would be very dark, were k aiot 
that there is coutinaally burning above an 
hundred great lamps of gold and silirer. The 
King has Jbis gallery there, whose fom-part is 
made up with a lattice window* In all their 
churches they make use of hassocs to kneel 
on ; and when 2. person of quality, or a. atrange 
lady comes in, the sexton spreads si large 
carpet before them, upon which he either sets 
an oratory with cushions, or else he leads 
thesn tovcertain little closets, all painted and 
gilt, witji glass mndows round, where ooe is 
very conveniently placed. There never fails 
a Sunday that the altar is not illuoninated 
with above an hundred thick wax caadles. 
It is likewise adorned with a prodigious qoan* 
tity of plate ; and so are all the churches in 
AJladrid. Here are abundance of fine waUcs 
made of green turf, and set full of flowers, in 
wbicdi they place a great many fountains, from 
whence the water falls into ^basons, either ef 
silver, or marbfas, or porphyry stone. Round 
about them they plant great .numbers of 
orange-trees, as high as a man, and these are 
set in very iine boxes; and among these they 
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ixmx locsse sereisai birds, which make a pretty 
sort of miiisic And this, as I faare ^lescribed 
%o yon, lasts almost all the year; ndther 4ire 
their dmrches evw without orange or je»* 
^amine-lareies^ irhidi perfame them much better 
than their incense. . . 

Ill the chapd which they call Our Lord's 
of Alfldunaday ybu see a Vir^n which they tell 
you St James brought from Jerusalem, and 
hid in a tovv:er which is in the middle of 
Madrid) The Moors having besieged the 
city, the inbabitants were reduced to so great 
a want of provisions, that they were deli* 
berating to sucrender, when on a sudden ihey 
found this tower full of corn : they c^icluded 
jsuch a plentiful and seasonable iii^ly could 
be no less than the effect of a siiracla This 
lUled them witli joy and new courdge^ and' 
made them so vigorously defend the city^ that 
f;he MoorS| £pLtigued with a long siege, wiere 
forced to ratine* Afterwards, they found the 
iinage of the Virgin; and in .gratitude they 
built :a chapel for her, upon ihe walls of 
which this whole history as painted in fresco* 
The altar, nuis, and all the lamps, aj:e of solid 
silver. X * 

, The Mmime friars have a Qhurch.Qear^his^ 
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in f^hich is the chapel <^ Our Lord of Soledid, 
where the Salutation is eveiy night said. This 
is a place of great devotion; I mean for. those 
who are truly devout; for there are a great 
many persons which make it their rendezvous 
• for other purposes. 

But St. Isidore's chapel surpasses all in 
beauty. He is the patron of Madrid, and he 
was but a poor labourer. The walls of the chapel 
are all cased with marUe of divers colours ; and 
its pillars are of the same; and so sure some 
statues of certain saints. This tomb is in the 
middle, and four pillars of porphyry support 
over it a crown cut in marble, in which are 
represented flowers, whose colours are so very 
natural, that, one may say Art has outdcme 
Nature. The cupola without is adorned with 
the images of the twelve apostles, wluch stand 
round, it*. 

I saw at St. Sebastine's (which' at present is 
my parish) a canopyivhich the Queen*mother 
caused to be made for the carrying the holy 
sacrament to the sick in bad weather : it is 
made of crimson velvet, embroidered with 
gold ; it is covered with shagreen, and nailed 
with gold naih; it has several great glasses 
about it ; and in the middle of its roof there is 
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nised a sort of steeple, which is full of little 
bells of gold. Four priesu carry it whea any 
person of quality is sick, and desires to receive 
the sacrament ; apd all the people at court at« 
tend it. There, are about a thousand flambeaus 
of white wax to give light, and several mu- 
sical instruments play before it. They make 
some stay at all the great places in their way, 
to give leave to the people to kneel and receive 
the benediction, and to l^^the musicians play 
upon their harps and guitars, and sing to them. 
It is generally in the night-time that they carry 
it with so much ceremony and respect. 

When they are to celebrate a festival iti 
some church, the evening before they set up 
a long pole fastened in the ground ; on the 
t6p of which is a kind of a deep chafing-dish, 
which they fill with chips, mixed with brim^^^ 
stone and oil : this burns a long time, and gives 
a very great light : they place these poles in 
the form of alleys, which makes a delightful 
sort of an illumination. 

The women who go abroad to mass, hear a 
dozen of them, but show so much distraction 
and wandering of thoughts, that one may easily 
perceive their minds are employed on some 
other thing than their prayers. They wear 

VOL. I. a 
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muffii that are above half ao ell long : they are 
made of the finest marthift and sables which 
can be seen, and are worth four or five handred 
crowns a piece. They must stretch back their 
arms as far as possibly they can> tobe able only 
to put the ends of their fingers into the en* 
trance of their mufis. tfancj, I have already 
told you that the women are extreme littlci and 
these mufis are very little less than themselves. 
They always wear a fan too ; and be it in sum- 
mer or winter, tbey^ never cease fanning them* 
selves all the time Of mass. In the church they 
all sit upon their legs, and are continually taking 
of snuff; and yet never smut themselves with 
it, as it is usual ; for in this, as in aU other-things, 
they have very neat and dexterous .ways of 
management. Every time the Elevation is 
made, both the women and men give them- 
selves a score of blows with their fists upoa 
their breasts, which makes such a noise, that 
the first time I heard it, I was very much af- 
frighted, and thought they were beating one 
another. 

As to the cavelleros (I mean tho6e who by 
profession are gallants, and wear a^ piece of 
crape about their hats), as socii as mass is 
ended^ they march up to the place where the 
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holy water is kept, and ranging themselves 
round it> they present some of it to all the 
ladies; who also come thither, and at the 
same time say something, to thein that is 
kind; to which the women make a perti-. 
xieQt. answer il\ a.* feW words; fop it mAst 
Surely, be granted, that they sfieak pre-: 
cisely what they should, 2kVidL thox, extempore^ 
without any trouble of studying for. words; 
But. the Pope^s nuncio has, upon pain; of ex** 
QOmEnUpication, forbid the men to. present 
the women with any holy water. /And it is 
said that this prohibition was obtained a^ 
the in treaty of some jealous husbands. How-* 
ever it be, it is. observed; and they say the 
prohibition even forbids the men to give 
each other any holy water. 

Let the Spanish women be of what quality 
they will, they neither have cushions in the 
church, nor. any kind of train held up. For 
our parts, as soon as we appear there in our 
French clothes, every body gets round about 
us; but the most troublesome of all, are the 
big-bellied women, who are more inquisitive 
than the others, and for whom they have here: 
the greatest respect and complaisance ; for it 
is^pretended, that if they long ,for any thing,^ 
Q2 
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and do not'have it, they receive so much hurt, 
that they immediately miscany ; so that they 
have a liberty to pull ofF one's gloves^ and to 
tug, haul| and examine every body as they 
please* 

At first, I could not take such kind of jesting, 
and talked to them so roughly, that some of 
them went away weepings and durst not re- 
;turn« But there were others who were not so 
easily put out of countenance; they would 
see my shoes, «y garters, and what I had in 
my pocket. My kinswoman seeing I would not 
permit them, told me, that if the people once 
took notice of me, they would certainly stone 
us, and bid me let them have their humour. 
My women and chambermaids were worse tor* 
mented thaii I ; and I am ashamed to tell you 
how far the curiosity of these big-bellied wo« 
men proceeded. 

I was told that there was a young man at 
court, who was desperately in love with a very 
fine woman, whose husband continually kept 
her under his eyes ; so that finding no pther 
way to speak to her, he disguised himself like 
a woman big with child, and so went to her 
house : he addressed himself to the jealous 
husband, and told him, he bad the hntqj^ 
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(which is the word for longing) to discourse 
with his wife in private. The husband, de*- 
ceivedby his appeanuice, made no question 
but that th]3 was a young big-bellied woman,, 
and immediately consented that his wife should 
make this person happy wit;h a long and plea«- 
sant audience. 

When any of these women long to see the 
King, tdiey give him notice of it ; and he has 
the goodness to come into a great balcony,., 
which looks into the palace court, and there 
he tames a^long as^tbey desive. 

Not long since a Spanish woman just come 
from.Napksj.sent to beg the Kiltg that she 
might see him ; and when, she had looked upon 
him as long as she had a mind,, in a. transport of: 
^eal, with hands lifted up,, she said to him, 
** I beseech God, Sir, that of his mercy he 
would one day make you Viceroy of Naples*'* 
It is said, that this passage was acted before 
the King to inform us that the magnificence 
of the then Viceroy, who was not beloved, far 
exceeded his* Very frequently them comes 
into my relation- s house, women that are per«- 
feet strangers, to whom nevertheless she is 
very kind and civil, because they are big witk 
child, and such we must not vex* 
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llianlcft to heaven ! Lent is over; and Uiough 
I only observed the Pftssion-week, yet that 
was more tedious to me, th^n a whole Lent 
kept at Paris, for there is no butter here ; that ^ 
little which you meet with is brought about 
thirty leagues offy wrapped «p like sausages 
in hogs' bladders. It is full of worms, and 
very dear. But the oil makes amends, for it 
is very excellent; only yon know every body 
does not love it) and I am one of those who 
cannot eat it withckit being very sick. 

That which Aakes it yet worse here, is, that 
Ifish is very scarce s it is ijmpossible to Hare any 
sweet which is ca^ught in the sea, for that h 
distant from liladrid about dghty leigueafL 
Sometimes ikere is it salmon btbiigbt, of which 
they make piesj' wbich being seasoned widk 
spice and saffron is eatable. There is very littte 
firesh- water fish; and yet, for all this, they 
do not suffer much inconvenience ; for indeed 
there is hardly any body keeps Lent, neither 
master nor servant, because oi the great want 
of provisions. They take a licence from the 
Pope's nuncio, which costs about a shilling, 
and which gives them leave to eat butter aiid 
cheesp all Le{)t,' and the head, feet, and in- 
wards of fowlsj &c. every Saturday throughotit 
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the year. And it seems to me pretty odd^ 
that on this day they should eat the feet^ 
head^ and inwards, and yet dare, not eat of any 
other part of the same creature. . 

The shambles are as open in Lent, as they^ 
are in the Carnival. Their way of selling meat 
is very troublesome. It is close shut up in 
the butcher^sshop; one speaks to him through 
a little window, and desires^ to buy of hint 
half a calf^ or the like — be neither vouch- 
safes to answer you, nor to show you the least 
bit of meat. .At lastj you are content with a 
bin of veal; .but; he makes you pay your 
xponey down before-hand,, and then through 
hisli^e window he gives you a leg of mutton.. 
You return it, and tell him this, is not what yoa 
asked for; he takes, it again, and> instead 
thereof, gives you a short rib of beef; thea 
you. make a nobe for youil loin, but he coa** 
cerfa9 himself: no further than to throw you. 
your monej> and shut the window upon you. 
This. Vf^xes one, and you go to another, and he 
treats you aft^the same manner, if notivcurse;^ 
so that it is best to tell them bow. much meat 
ydUc would .hav^ and leave the test to them. 
This fletshift bad for the stomach, it is so lean^ 
dry, and black; but as b^d as it is^ there is 
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less required of it than of ours in France, to 
make a good soup. Every thing here nou- 
rishes so extremely, that an egg does one 
more good than a pigeon elsewhere ; and this 
I take to be an effect of the climate. 

As to their wine, it does not please me : 
his is not the country where the excellent 
Spanish wine is drank, that comes from An- 
dalusia and the Canary islands, which must 
pass the sea too, to gain that strength and 
pleasantness which we find in.it At Madrid 
the wine is strong enough, if not too strong, 
but it wants that delicious tp^te. Add to this, 
that they keep it in bags made of buck-skioi 
and fitted up for that purpose, so that it alwaya 
smells and tastes either of pitch, or as if it 
was burnt I now begin hot to wonder tiiat 
men are so temperate with such liquor. They 
will sell as Uttle a quantity of it. as you will,^ 
even to the value of a Freneh double f but 
^ that which is so retailed out to the poor people,, 
is yet made worse than it would be,«by 
their letting it stand all day in s^ open earthen 
bason, out of which they sell to those who 
have a mind. It grows sour, and smeUs so 
strong, that it makes one's head ach in pass* 
ingby. 
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Lent makes ho alteration in their pleasures ; 
kideed they are so moderate, or at least those 
they use make so little noise, that they enjoy 
them at all times.. 

Nobody fails of going to their station ^ in 
Passion- week, but particularly from Wednes* 
day to Friday. In these three days, there is 
acted very, different things,, by real penitents*,> 
Ibversy and hypocrites.. There are divers 
women, who, under pretence of devotioni 
constantly go to^ certain churches^ where for 
ayear before- they, are assured to meet^ him 
tiiey love ;T and though they are attended with 
several of their women^ which they call 
duennas, yet as> the crowds are great, aiid love 
makes them ingenious, so they make a shift, 
notwithstanding all the Arguses, to slip on ou6 
mde into a little adjoining house, which by a. 
private sign they, k'now^. and is hired for that 
purpose, and without* the help of any body^ 
but at that very moment of time. When they 
have done they return to the same church; 
• where they find their women busy in searcfaing 
for them; they, begin ohidingthem for: the it 
carelessness in losing tbem; and thus the 
hosband^ who for a whole year hath Industrie 
oosly watched his dear wife^ loses her at that 
^^ 
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Tery*teaion when 8he is obliged to be tbe nlost 
firidiful to biin. Tbe. great mxiitiaim ihey 
Uvennder, puti videiit dedre» in them to^enjoy 
some freedom ; and their very amorotts nature 
oiakes.them witty to find out aaeana to bdng 
about their designs. 

It is an unpleasant Uung to see the disci^ 
pltnarians : the first time I met one of thefm, 
I thought I should have swooned away ; the 
unexpectedness of such a terrible sight seized 
me. Fancy a man^ coming so near you, that 
he will cover you all over with his blood t 
this, it seems^ is one of their pastiifles. There 
ame certain rules by which they^ discipline 
themselves hs^idsomely^ and masters to teach 
the art, just as to daiKie and^to fence/ They 
have a sort of a gowd made of their baptist 
tloAp very fine, which'comes down to tbeit 
shoes.: it is. laid in small plaits, and so prodi* 
giously wide, that it contains at least fifty elU 
pf cloth. They wear upon their heads a <^p 
0iree. times higher than a sugar<^loai^ and of 
fim aaoie shape : it is coved^d vcitfa Holland^ 
and /rooi it falls a great piece of cloth, which 
hides :<a]l their face, atiid the fore part of the 
body ;.f there, are two little holes' iij it to siee 
through* On thp ■ back of their widsteoatist, 
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Aesy hQTeifarde.gmat holes upon ^ir shoid^- 
4ecs; .tihQy.weaf iiebite glores and shoes ; sad 
wkakodmoeM ahbon, whiek tie their waiistcoat* 
rieeves^^Jbfut hao^Hig; down,. (aii4 not in knots/ 
SThey.also tie one to their, whip:, it is com^" 
iDonly theic mistress which .honours them with 
diiav favour; and to be admired^ they must 
fiot lift up their ai^s,. only . the wrist and th€ 
kand, aad the blows must not fdlaw k^tily, 
fM>r the blood which runs out spoil . their 
c^thes. They give- themselves most terrible 
<mts and slashes upon the shoulcjiers, from 
whence run streams of blood. They walk so 
floftly in the streets as if they counted theh- 
Bteps; and present themselves before their 
mistresses^ windows,, where with wondeiful pa*^ 
tience they lash themselves. The lady, through 
the latticeof her chamber, sees this fine sight,, 
and by^some sign encourages her gallant to 
flea himself alive, aad. lets him know bow 
very kindly she takes this action of his. 
When they meet a handsome woman, they 
whip, themselves after such a rate, as lo make 
the .blood fly about her: this is esteemed a « 
particular civility ; and the lady acknowledges!, 
and thanks them for it. When once thenyi 
have, beguu to give themselves this discipiine,. 
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tlie pretenration of their health obliges them 
afterwards to use it every year, otherwise they 
would be sick* They have also little needles 
stuck itt sponges, with which they prick their 
shoulders and their sides- so eagerly, as jf it 
did not hurt them. ^ But I will tell you some- 
thing yet stranger. Sereral courtiers ofteQ 
take this walk in the night: but they are 
coounonly the young fools; and they give 
notice to all their friends of their design, who 
immediately come to them very well armed^ 
The Marquis de Villa Hermosa was one of 
them this year, and the Duke de Vejzx wa 
the other. This Duke went out of lus bouse 
about nine o'clock at night-^he had ^hundred 
flambeaus of white wax carried before him, 
two by two* Threescore of his friends went 
before, and a hundred fdUowed after him ; an4 
every one had his page and footman f and it 
was a very long piDcession. It is known 
when men of this quality are to walk ; so that 
3^1 the ladies are in their windows, and hang 
out their carpets in their balconies ; and that 
they may the better see and be seen, they have 
flambeaus fastened to the sides. The knight 
of discipline, with his guard, passes along, apd 
salutes the spectators. But that which ofke4 
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causes a great deal of mischief, is, when die 
other disciplinarian,, who stands upon his 
honour and repotatbn,^^ marcheswitb his great 
company in the same street;. Tiki^ hsq>pened 
to^diese persons I have now mentioned; Each 
of them would baT« the upper hand, and«n^*« 
ther would yield it. The footmen with their 
flambeaus l>egan to belay one another oveif 
the: faces,, and bum their whiskers and hair; 
when the- friends. of each: party drew their 
swords against'one another*. Our. two» heroes^ 
who were only armed with this instrument of 
penance^ seas^ed for each other,, and being 
met^ began a most- terrible battle. After they 
had used a^little discipline about one anothei^ii 
ean, and covered the ground^ with the ends 
of their whipcords,^ they fell to downright 
fisty-cuffs like any porters ;: though, after all; 
there is but little matter ti> laugh atiuthie 
pieceof mummery,, for theyibeat one another 
unmerdfidly. They wovnd. and oftea kill; 
and here old enmities revive and acere^engedw 
Bat at last the Duke de Yejar: yielded to the 
Marquis de Villa Hermosa : they gathered up 
their broken whips, and mended them as well 
as they could. The great cap, which waa 
thrown into the canal, was wiped and put 
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vpon the penitent^s faeiu) 9gpm,j The woimded. 
were carried home ^ the pfocestiiH^ coDtimmd; 
and they walked more gcaTel>:. iiuut >evef 
dirougfa a great part: of the city!- 

The Duke badva great . miad the next 
Bomiog to be- revenged.; but the King com* 
Biaoded both him and the Marquis not to stir; 
etxt of dieir- houses. But to come* to what 
Aey do upon these occasions ^^ you n^ust knovvv. 
that, after these senranta of' Grod.are retmned 
home, there is a magnificent supper prepared 
Ctf ail sorts of meats ;. and. obsen»e,. that thisv 
is on the last day of Fas8ioii**vrteek* Bat after 
so good a work, they think they mayi do a 
liuleevil. Immediately; the penitent cai»ea 
his shoulders to be a lodg time rubbed .with 
sponges dipped in. vinegar and.salt^ lest there 
should remain, any bruised blood.; Afites thaf^ 
he sets himself at the table with, hisfriends^, 
and recei?»s from them the eulogies and.ap* 
pkusQS. whitii. he believes, he Jias. merited* 
Every. one in his tnra> teUs Um,. that in the 
mtarary of man hone #ask.eve)r seen to receive 
the discipline with so good a. grace* They 
magnify all ,his actions ;.. but,, above all^ the 
happiness of, that lady for whose sake all this 
brajreiy was performed: The i^de ni(^ia 
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fipent in tfnch kind of discottmse ; aiid isoiinietiniei 
be that bag bieen so well' flogged^ is so sick, 
that he cannot go to mass on £aster-day» 
Do not think that I use any art taset out the 
history of this matter to make you merry -^ 
it is all hterally true; and I tell you- nothing 
which you may not be satisfied ia firom every 
body that has been ^t Madridi 

But there are also true penitents^ which its^ 
deed troubles one extremely to look -on tbemr 
dieyare dressed just as those who give them- 
selves the discipline, except that they are 
naked from the shoulders to the middle, and^ 
with a kind of a narrow mat, are swaddleA 
and bound so tight,, that all the flesh which 
Appears is black and blue: their arms stnetched: 
out, are wrapped about with the same mat: 
TTiey carry to the number of' seven swordsk. 
ttibking in their backs and arms,, which hurt 
ih^m grievously when they «tir too miich^ 
6r happen to fatf, which they often do ;» fo^ 
going bare-footed, aiid the stoned in the streets 
being sharp,* and cutting their feet^ they can* 
not possibly always keep themselves up.- I'here 
are others, who, instead of these swords, carry 
Crosses so very heavy, that they are even borne 
down with tfaiem; neither would I have you 
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lliink that these are of the ordinary people-*-- 
some o£ them are of the highest quality^ 
They are forced to have several of their ser- 
▼ants to accompany them;; but. they are dis- 
guisedy and their* faces coYered,. lest they 
should be- known.. These carry wine,* vine- 
g^r^. and> other things,, to give their masters 
firom time to time,. who:¥eiy. freq\|iently drop 
down dead. with, the extreme pain and toil 
they endure.. Generally- these penances are 
enjoined. by their. confessors; and they are so 
very severe,, that he who undergoes them 
seldom outf'lives the, year*. The Pope's nvtn^ 
CIO told. me that he had forbid all confessors 
to impose them; yet I have seen divers, 
though probably it proceededirom their own 
devotiooc. 

. Brom. the beginning - of Passion«week to 
Low-Sunday, one cannot stir out of doors 
without seeing ,aa infinite numbei^. of penitents 
of. all sortS5 . and on Good4Friday. they att 
cone to the procession,, which is but one 
g^iKend one for all the city, and is ccnnposed 
of all the paiishes and < convents. Upon .this 
4ay the ladies^ce more finely dressed than on 
their weddkig-days: they, place themselves ia 
their baleoniesi which are set oiH with ridi 
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carpets and cushions. Sometimes tber^ is 
above an hundred women together. The 
procession begins about four o'clock, and is 
not ended till past eight ; for I cannot express 
to you the unaccountable number of people I 
have seen, counting from the King Don John, 
the cardinals, ambassadors, the grandees, and 
the courtezans, to all sorts of people, both of 
the court and city. Every one holds a wax- 
candle in his. hand ; and all their servants, 
which are numerous, carry torches and flam- 
beaus. In the procession, all their banners 
and crosses are covered with crape, and there 
are a great number of drums covered with the 
same; and they beat, as at the death of a 
general. The trumpets sound some mdan- 
cfably tune. The King^s guards, which are 
four companies of ditferent nations, to wit^ 
Burgundians, Spaniards, Germans, and L'An- 
cillians, have their arms covered with mourns 
iug, and drag them upon the ground. There 
are certain machines set upon theatres, whick 
represent the mysteries of the life and death 
of our Lord } the figures are as big as life, but 
very badly made ^nd dressed ; there are some 
MO heavy,, that a huudved men can but lift 
tfiem; of which tbeiie ax:eL a vASt numberi foe 
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every pariah has- some. I obserredT that o( 
the Blessed Virgin .flying into Egypt-— she 
was upon an ass which iiad;goo(} furniture; the 
housing was all over embroidered with. fine 
pearls ; the figure was very great and iieayy. 

Here they are afraid lest sometimes the 
people should fail in their devotion at JCaster; 
and therefore, for th^t reason^ each parish-* 
priest goes to every bousei and. inquires of 
the master how .many communicants he has I 
Beiag informed, . he notes the number in his 
book : to every, one . that has received the 
communbo, they give a printed certi&cate» 
After Low- Sunday they visit all the bouses 
agakiy and demand .ta see Uie cerMfiic^ies^ 
which they ought to have according^ to the 
first accouuf taken of them ; and if they cga 
^how noue, there is a strict inquiry made after 
him or her who has not communicated. At this 
timc^ the poor wiioare stck: hang out a carpet 
at,4beir door> and.tjia sa^rsiBiebtis brought to 
thlau/ ip A very fine and devout procession. 

Amie my being at Madrid^ I havje sieea 
Tery- fciw stately fbneralsi except one ifior. the 
Duke of Medina Cell's daughter. Hor coffia 
was made of fine > Indian; wood,. put»into;a 
blue vdvet bag, and ci»as^d:Mfil& sibrey .ma* 
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hair; also cords of silver thready: the strings 
were of the same^. aiid. fastened' the bag at 
each end, like a stuff cloke-bag- The coffin 
was in a hearse . covered, with, white velvet, 
set round with garlands and coronets curiously 
made of flowers. And thus they carried her 
to Medina Celi, . the capital city of the duchy 
of that name. 

They commonly dress up the dead in the 
habit of some reli^ous order, and earry . tbeni 
^uite barefaced into the church M^iere they 
are to be buried. If it is a woman, they put 
on her the habit of the Carmelites : . this or-« 
der is in great veneration here. The Prin- 
cesses x){ the blood retire to their convent. 
Thi^ Qaeens thetnselresfi whea they are wi^ 
dQW% 4krd obliged to* spend the. rest of their 
life there, uniess tbe King btberwise appoints 
before his. death, as Philip IV.. did in iavout 
of Queen Mary Ann of Austria his wife. Aud 
in case a Queeil k divorced, ^ she must go 
into a rieligidns ht^use; lbr> ivhether clivo^cedj 
or a widow, she has not the- liberty to marry 
agbin* 

The Kiiigs of Spsun pr^esuiiie so much above 
bther Kings, that they will not endure a 
PviQciess, whohiafrottce been their wife^ should 
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ever be so to anotber, let her haye the great- 
est passion for it in the world* 
. Don John hath a natural daughter, a pro- 
fessed Carmelite, at Madrid. She is ama- 
zingly handsome ; and it is said she had no 
inclination to take the habit; but it was her 
fate, as it is of divers others of hes qiiaUtj, 
who like it no more than she. 

They calLtbem ^^ Descalcas Reales^ which 
is to say, ^ The royal barerfeet^' This reaches 
even to the King^s mistresses, whetKer they 
be uomarried or widows : when he can love^ 
them no longer, they must turn nuns« 

I have seen. some of the works of St. Tbe** 
resa,. wrote with her own hand. The charac- 
ter is legible^ large, and indifferently fiedr. 
Donna Beatrix. Carillo, who is' her kins* 
woman's niece,, keeps tham^ very choicely. 
It was she that showed them to me. They 
consist of a collection o£ letters — I do not 
believe they were ever prioled^-' there is a 
greaideal of perfecticm in them — « and through* 
out may be discov^eed a certain .*air.ef cheerful- 
ness and sweetness of nature,.which sufficiently 
declares the character of that great saiat^. 

All the time of Lenl^ and even« at other 
times, you meet with preachers s^ every cor- 
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lier of a street, whose sermons are indiife« 
rently contrived, and do as little good; but 
however, preaching as they do, they both 
satbfy their zeal and desire. Their most 
constant auditors are the blind folks, which 
resenible our singers «pon Pont-Neuf. Every 
one of them being led by a little dog, which 
does his business very well, they go about 
singing ol romances and cacara, ii^iich are 
certain old stories, or modem events, which 
the people are vejy fomd of knowing. They 
hare a small drum and a ilute^ on which they 
play. They often sing jsl song of King 
Francis I. : it begins, 

*^ When the King left France^ 
To his sorrow he left it^^ &c. 

Now I doubt you know it, dear cousin, fiur 
who does jiot ? This song is sung in very bad 
French, ^nd^by folks that do not understand 
one word of it All that they know is, that 
the King was taken 6y the Spaniards ; and as 
this Princess captivity was much for their 
glory, so they are willing to convey the me- 
mory of it dawn to posterity. There is a 
flower-de-luce all gilt upon the roof of the 
chamber where the King was prisoner \ and I 

ft 
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must not omit telHng you, that the prison is 
Me of the finest buildings in Madrid — the 
windows are as large as those of odier houses. 
There are indeed iron bars> but they are all 
gilt, and set at a distance great enou^ to 
make any one think they were tiot tteligned 
to hinder escapes. I stood astonished at the 
seeming neatness of a place, which in ireality 
is very unpleasant; and I thought that in 
Spain they had a mind .to contradkt the 
French proverb^ which says, *' That there is 
neither any handsome prison, nor ugly love.*' 
Pardon this prorerb, I do not love them so 
well to trouble you often with thepn. 

All the houshold furniture you see here is 
extremely rich, but not so neatly made as 
in France ; and they come altogether short of 
lis in skill. It consists of tapestry, cabinets, 
paintings, looking-glasses, and plate. The 
Viceroys of Naples, and the Governors of 
the Law*countries, have had most admirable 
tapestry; the Viceroys. of Sicily and Sardinia 
show most excellent embroideries and statues; 
and those of the Indies, preck)t)s stones, and 
vessels of gold and silver. So that several 
returning home* itom time to time, laden with 
the riches of another kingdom, cannot choose 
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but tohave'enriched this city with abundance 
of valuable things,' 

They change their furniture several times 
^ year ; .the^r /winter beds are of velvety 
trixnmed with thick galloons of gold ; but they 
ape so low, and the yalan^e so deep, that they 
appear as iif they were.^bijried iajthem; and 
when in bed^ tbe.bqrder of the viflance lying 
almost upon the counterpani^, they can hardly 
be seen. In summer they have neither cur« 
tains nor any thitig else about the^ bed: this 
looks very bad. Sometimes, they hang co« 
loured gause to keep off the gnats. 

In wipter they have their apartments verjr 
high, sometimes in the fourth story, accord-' 
ing as the cold increases^ to keep them from 
it. At this time they use their summer lodg« 
ingSy which ^e low and tery commodious: 
AQ their houses have a great many rooms on 
a floor. . You go through a dozen or fifteen 
parlours or chambers one after another; those 
which are the worst lodged have six or seven. 
The rooms are generally longer than they are 
broad; the floors and ceilings ar^ ireith^ 
painted nor gilt, but made of plaster, quite 
plain, but so white that they dazzle the 
eye, for every year they are scraped and 
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whited ai the walls ; which look like marUe, 
they are so well polisbed* The court to their 
summer apartments is made of certain matter, 
which after it has had ten pails of water 
thrown upon^it, yet is dry in half an hour 
after^ and leaves a pleasant coolne^ ; so that 
in the morning they water all^ and soon after 
they spread mats or carpets, made of very 
fine rushes, w^ich cover ail the pavement. 
The whole apartments are hung with the 
same small matting, about the depth of an 
ell, to prevent the coldness of the walk from 
hurting those which lean against them. On 
the top of this matting are hung pictures, 
looking-glasses, &c. The cushions, which 
are of gold and silver hrocade, are placed 
upon the carpet, and the tables and cabinets 
are very fine; and at little distances there are 
silver cases or boxes of silver set, filled with 
orange and jesssunine trees. In their windows 
^y set things made of straw to keep the sun 
out, and in the evening they walk in their 
gardens. There are several houses which 
have very fine ones, where you see grottos 
and fountains in abundance, for they hav# 
great plenty of water here, and it is very 
good. In the number of these fine houses 
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\hey reckon the Dake de Ogsnna^ that of 
the AdaiiFal of Castile^s lady^ the CouDtass 
of Oguate/ and the Constable of Castile ;; 
but I do wrong in partiealafising them, for 
there is a eonsiderable number of them. 
' For the resty it seems to me, that the great 
care they take. prevents the heats, let diem 
be ever so exjcessiTe^ from being troublesome 
to tlieto. But I beg you will not think that 
only the great lords have llieir low apart« 
ments, fc* I can assure you every one else 
have them according to their ability : though 
it be only in a little cellar, they live in it very 
contentedly* 

' There are but few ordinary people at Ma* 
drid— you seldom see any but persons of 
quality, if seven or eight streets (which are 
full of tradesmen) are excepted^ You see ho 
shops in this city, unless it be those where 
sweetmeats, liquors, ice, and pastry, are sold. 

I must not neglect telling you, that a thou- 
sand people here have their canopies; for, 
without reckoning the Princes and the Dukes, 
the Tituled (of which there is a vast number) 
have theirs also. These Tituled are those 
they call the Grandees of Spain, the real 
Marquises, and the real Counts* If there be 
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lliirty chambers on a floor in a bouse, yckk 
sball see tbere as many canopies.* My Jrins* 
woman baa twenty in her bouse : tbe King 
iias made ber Marcbioness of CastHe. v You 
cannot imagine bbw gravely I look under a 

' canopy, particularly when they bring me 
my chocolate; for three or four pkges, clothed 
in black like lawyers, serve me upon the 
knee. This ia a custom I cotld hardly Imag 
myself to,' for :I thhik this respect ought to 
be paid' to God onl3\ But it is so common 
here, that if a cobler's apprentice should 
present an old shoe tp his master, b^^ must do 
it with his knee upon the grputld. This 
quality of Titulos gives them many privileges, 
of which I have already told you, and par- 
licularly that of having a caipppy. They use 
no ballisters about their beds. 

I have observed to you before, dear cousin, 
that ouv houses are not near so well furnished 

X in France, as the persons of quality are here ; 
but chiefly asko vessels of silver, th# diflFerence 
is so very great, that a person who had not 
«een it could bafclly believe it. They use no 
vessel of tin or pewter; but; either silver os 
earthen. ware only is what they make use of; 
land you must kilo w, their platjes here weigh 
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fil3d[e:4e86 than our dishes iu Fiance, every 
thkig: is made so* strangely heavy. 
" The Bake of Aibukerke died some, time 
jago; I have been told, that they were six 
weeks in. weighing his vessels of gold and 
silver, and writing them down. During this 
time they eiiipl<yy'ed two whole hoiars every 
day:, this was very chargeable. ^Amongst 
other things, there were fourteen hundred 
dozen of plates; ftve hundred great dishes $ 
Md seieen hundred small ones ; and of every 
^ing^ else proportionably. . There were also 
£orty silver ladders to set things on the cup* 
boaid, which was. made to ascend by little; 
like unta altars in a great hall. When they 
told me of such, great wedth of a particiilar 
man, I. thought they jested with me, and 
Hmsefote desired the confirmation of it . from 
Don Antonio de: Toledo, son ^to. the Duke 
j0f Alba,, who was. in. the. same house; He 
assured tne it was vesy true, and that his 
lather,, who did not esteem, himself iricfa in 
vessels of silver,, had three hundred dozen of 
|ttiy;er plates, andi eight hundred dishes* The 
IHighty meals wliich they make do not reqaire 
web great, store, .unless, it be at their mar*^ 
j»age^ where every thing is magnificent. But 
tha^ vKhich« causes such great abundanqe ^f 
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▼enelsy k, dial 'they are broo^ from Ae 
Indies ready made, and* pay bo cnstcMB'to the 
King, The truth is, they are little better 
shaped than their pieces of four pistoies^ 
which they stamp in the galteon as they oune 
firom that country. 

It woold grieve you l» see the ill manage*^ 
meat of some great Lords; there are divers 
who will never go to theis estates (for . so 
they call their lands^ their towns^ and castles), 
but pass all their Uvea at Afeuirid^ and trust 
idl to a steward, who makes them beUeve 
what he^ judges most for hia own interest 
They will not so much as ▼oudisafis'^j^ in« 
quipe whether he ^eaks true or fabe-^-tUi 
would be too exact, and by ccpseqaeBoe be* 
low them. Hus osetbinks b onecoasiderahte^ 
fault: the strange pnrfusioa oi vessels oidy 
for an egg and a pigeon, is another^ 

But it is. not only in these tilttogs which 
they &i], but it is also, in the daily expwaiet 
of their houses; thisy kn^w not what it is to 
lay up stores^ or make provision of any thing, 
but every day^ey fetch in wha^.they want, 
and all upon trusty at the bakers^ eocfc% 
butchers, and all other trades; they ace even 
ignorant what they set down in their. booK 
and they put down what pcioe they wali' fi»^ 
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efety iking tUcy sell: this la^tt^r is neiUier 
exateiinBd ^luld nor coattauik^efL ^'heie are 
imilyj^if/j^ihorsefl in ftiUable^.wkhoat either corn 
4tf stmwi aad they idbaosii perish vrhix hui^er ; 
wskd wfaeo the ^osaater is ia bed, and at any « 
time should be taken ill in Jthe. night, he 
wtntld be at a great loss ; for they, let nothing 
wmain in his house, neither, wine nor water^ 
charcoal nor wax-candle, and, in a word, not 
any thing; for though they do not take in 
provisions so .near that none is left, yet the 
servants have a custom of catrying the over« 
plas away to thisir iown lodgjiigs, and the 
next day tkey Aimtih themselves with the 
tame things agaiq* 

They obsenre no better rules wkk ^iS^ 
t^desnimi--^a man or ivonian. of quality hal 
va«her die'^ban to biiggte for, or ask, the price 
«f a Hftuff or lace, or any D^her things and 
IHtiewise to take the remainder Df a pi^e of 
^otd«^they rather choose > to give it the 
trodeiman for his pains' of taaviflg' sold tbenl 
that^comnoodity foe ten^ pistoles, which irarlfot 
woftk firre. If ttene isf a are9BoaaUe price mad^ 
he tluHtsetti tothiatm i^ so honest as not to take 
ndvantage of their: easiness to ^|ve nrha^ever 
is adced them i and as they have credit given 
limt for lea ya^m ^ogetter JWidioat: erec 
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tbinkiag of {Mqriogt so at last they. fincUtliein* 
felres under great difficulties mth thearrdebts- 
• It is very rare thai ifcey eoK^ge in t^ous 
saits at law, or saiBer dungs* to come to e!B« 

> tremity ; they bring thensd^res to aceovnt, caU 
their creditors^ a^d make mer'tot^iiiem a cer- 
tain part of their land, i%^ch for a limited 
time they enjoy. Sometimes they give «]• 
every thing, and reserve onfy a pension for life; 
which cannot be meddled with by any credw 
tors who may afterwards sell or .lend any thmg 
to them; ,^hd ta the end they be not de- 
frauded of it,., they paiblish.. the agreement 
between the loaLand hi&icnedikiEii&. i . . 

All law-paper is marked, and oosta.ilBorc 
iUisnjthe.oth.cfr, Th^<d is a o^t^in' time \^u 
jtbey.mi^e a. distribution <>fu)iuiir-siiM;s^ss^^ 
gi?e the in^tri^tioni m Madr.^. bat tfai|fMr-sffS 
f^vf judged. tb«re; all the,ps{le%on one ^ile 
lyre put iocto goe. bag, iod tbos^ of :the other 
40(0 :anpther,fc, aad the inAtrvctians into a 
^ird ; . and :when the time to distribute ike 
JawT»ut 14. «pme^ they. s^uid them to some 
distant psxliaments, 80.thal2iiery.o£benaper«- 
sou has. his cause triad land judg^ xrilhout 
i^nowing any thingLof itrJt.is .written.. in. a 
register where > the cause : .was . sent, .which 
iak$piiv.^y«eci»(« Wheaiiudg^asentil giveni 
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Hikseri^hkkkwMBJiriiy vmd is signified; t<i 
the par4ie6J> .This method saves -^ great deal 
^fattoublei^iuid'iioliokatmns/ which in tny 
opiiiiibiV'ciu^ht ^Iways; to to. forbidden. As 
torUdstiiessiiiw9re,i nt ' is.. €xeek6iviely^ tedious, 
wbetfaei; Uiyoiitejmiuic^sp in the ctty:^ aJnii ruins 
a.pebioA')iiiraiU&{e!i;iiDe. The Spaiiish prac-' 
litiotiei?s are' ^t^tit knaves iti their trade. 

:; aiieire Oawi sevteral j different • Councils, all 
«ompo9edrbf ^erson^&^ality, and the greatest 
part BT^i' CovrnflblkMS of .the Sword : U- the first 
is the'Cpiaaacrl of'fState', the others ard called 
So^me Council of War/ the Royal Cbancil 
of Castile, the Altades of Court, the. Council 
fSp^B'Moiy iRqfiisitian^* the Council of Ordersj^' 
the^SH^c^retl^ Baipreine, and Roydl Councir o£ 
Arragouy the Royal CbtinciL' of 'thelndiesy 
the Council of theChambec )of ^GastiJo, tihe 
CouBciL of Italy, the Coimcil of! the FihaticbsJ 
the .Council of the Ccoisado, tbcCauficil of 
Jlattders^ tbe.Goiii't for the Duty of Korse, 
t{he Goort for bis Majesty's Woods, land the 
Courts of the Millions, .: 

They understand so little how to manage 
things to the best advantage, that when a fa- 
ther dies and leaves ready money, . and some 
children under age, they lock the money up 
in a ch^st, and nev^r.p^t it oiit to be improved. 
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)68 LETTERS TUDM SFAfM 

Forrexan^le, this Duke de WmSf wfat>ae yfiAofi f 
i$ tnanied to the C<Hi»table of CastUe^i left 
Ibrpe daugfalters, and uix huudced thousand 
<;rownji in ready aobqey, and'pui it into three 
chests, with the/ maaieiof eacb daughter. 
The eldest was not: sevea year& tiki : she is 
noir narried m Flanders to the iPiiacede ligne. 
. The guardians constantly kept the key sof these 
chests^ and never opened that of the eldest, but 
to count it to.her hu^eioxl: tfaiid::thisft what a 
loss diere is of interest., r^ Bui they tell you it 
would be much worse, if the |imieipal hap^ 
pened to be lost ;. and that sometimes when 
they think they haLve put it secdrely out, it 
proves quite otherwis^r tihat. a. baukruptcy 
makesithemiloseall; sojtfaatitisbetterto gain 
^thing, than to haaard the wai?d's estate. 
: "It jfi time'to come to an etid, dear cousid, 
I shall be afraid to tt^e yk)u with a.lmg letter. 
I beseech you^ cause all those I>send you to 
be delivered^ aad pardon tjbe &eedi>m I take. 
Adieu, I eimbrace and constantly love yoa 
with all my heart. 

JFVom Madrid^ JpriV21. 

END OF TOE FIRST VOLTOnfi. ' . 

Digitized by Google 



dbyGoogk 



FS 



dbyGoogk 



dbyGoogk 



dbyGoogk 



dbyGoogk 



THE NEW YORK PUBUG UBRARY 
MFBRBNGE DBPARTMBNT 



taken from the Building 


t 


1 - -♦ 










. 


»F • (? * . 






» 












iT 












- 








i 
















r 








i 








L 

1 








\' 








.' 








; 



dbvGoogiy 






■ ^•V5-«T**1- 



^ ■^'^'\\\-^ 




loogk 



